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THE 

TRAVELS 

O F 

r JOHN CHARDIN 

THROUGH 

lliNGRELiA and Georgia 
into Persia. 

CHAP. vir. 

John Chardin leases ?er{<;polisy and pro* 
ieds to Zji-racs, or Schiras ; and from thence 
} Laer. Somo Oh/erfvations on the excejjive 
Uat of this Country in Snmmir. He arrives at 
vambroon. 

JN the ipth of Fehruary I left Pir^ 
I JepoUs^ zixtT having ftaid there ^\e 
days, and then proceedin]^ nine 
leagues, the next morning reached 
Sthiras, the capital of the province 
Farsf and one of the greateft and mod 
(iderablc cities in Perjia. U U ^\\xsaxft^\«.- 
en tijc jnouutains in a pVsaici WowtttL ^t.N«^ 
'oL. XVL B ^^' 




tiroMgHJtiVG^tLtA iM Persia. ) 
orer the river R§agcn. On the other fide of 
which the way extends to one of the oldeft 
gates of the city ; a building much impaired^ 
that ferves at pre&nt for a bazar. It is vault* 
ed» and extends to the length of eighty paces* 
It affords a parage into a great ftreet» on the 
left fide of which is a burying place and a gar- 
den» with feveral edifices on the right. This 
ftreet reaches to the heart of the city,] * which 
is almoft covered with gardens. The gr«.'at 
fireets are bordered with trees ; thefe are Uieir 
principal ornaments ; for there are not many 
grand bazars, nor £ne baths. At the end of 
the ftreet juft mentioned, are (everal others 
full of (hops, which crofs each other to the 
right and left. The cofiee-houfes are fpacious 
enough, confifHng of fcaffblds built over the 
rannmg^ water, to give them the greater cool* 
nefs. As to the mofques, there are nine more 
fumptUQus than the reft, and befides them 
about 300 more, that ierve for chapels^ [In 
the heart of the city is a lai^e edifice, the front 
of which refembles that of a mofque in its 
portals, and two fine towers } but the upper 
part is impaired. This ftrudure is a public 
college, where the fciences are taught. 

However, moft of the buildings of the city 
are in ruins, and the ftreets fo narrow and 
dirty, that they are hardly paftable in rainy 
lea(ons ; and in feveral places paflTengers are 
hbiiged to bend their bodies in ordef to walk 

* The pailages enclofed bttvretik cto\!dMX%^>x% 
[ ], ai«abftra2lcd from Mr, Le Bru^^tntx^^wi* 

B a "^^^ 



great difordcrs in the city, ana 
fime make difmal bowlings tl 
human voice.] 

The public gardens at bcin 

about twenty, are extremely 

trees are the largeft of the kmc 

whole world ; thefe are planted 

and the foil enamelled with flo^ 

hi the greateft plenty, and < 

colours. In the King's gardt 

of Scbiras, I obfervcd a tree 

which was eight yards rount 

tants, from the great ^^ ot 

ceivc the highcft veneration fo 

pray under its (hade, and tie 

lets, and pieces of their cloatl 

Thefick, or others for them 

Knmincenfe, to fix lighted ca 



through MiKORELiA into Persia. 

le water of which is moderately warm, i 
Dntains plenty of fifh confecrated to the She! 
ut the common people imagine, that if a 
erfon takes them» he will be pqnifhed wi 
idden death : but thoagh I w^s feveral timi 
t Schirat, I ncyer went thither without havin 
good plate of thcTe fiih with the Carmilit 
■iars, with whom I always lodged. 
On the fame fide of the city, by the corner ol 
mountain, are |:he rains of an ancient caflle,; 
nd at fome d}ftance from it a convent of 
)ervi(es, near which are two deep holes ir^ 
he ground. The mputh of one of them is 
bur feet apd a half round, and it is of an un- 
athomable depth. I was told, that on throw- 
ng a large ftone into it, one might diftinftly 
•peat the Lord's prayer, before the noife 
ade by its falling ceafed ; ^nd this { found 
be true by trying the experiment three times 
:ceffively. 

A league beyond thcfe rains, you fee the 

lains of an ancient building of ftone and 

•ble, which, notwithftanding the folidity 

he f^rudure, and the durablenefs of the 

erials, is greatly decayed. It is a fmall 

^le 38 or 40 paces round, fituated on the 

vity of a mountain, with three gates, 

h arc ftill pretty entire, opening to the 

, fouth and eaft. They are eleven feet 

and three broad ; on the fides of each 

figure of a woman done in relief as big 

life, refembling thcfe at Perfifo/is. The 

•i call this place Mador Sulemon^ ^-^xX^x 
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ikftt^i l4niG%thiA into PeitstA. 7 
weight*. As to the froits, among the reft 
the pomegranates are as large as the head pf a 
a new horn child : but the heft fruit il the 
grape, of which there are three principa> ibrts ; 
one very fmali» which is fweet and delicioas* 
and the feed U> minate and tender that it can 
fcarcely be perceived : the great white grape ; 
and a large r^d grape^ the bunches of which 
weigh twelve or thirteen pounds. Of this 
grape alone they make the excellent wine 
oiiHnguifhed by the name of the wine of 
Schirast which, for its fine colour and the rich- 
nefs of its tafte, is efteemed the beft» not only 
in Perfiif but throughout the eaft. It indeed 
does not pleafe at firfi, it appearing to me 
tough ; but when one has drank it a few days, 
one cannot help preferring it to all others ; 
and dioie who are ufed to it can relifh no 
other wine. 

As the ufe of wine is prohibited by the re- 
ligion of the country, none have* the liberty 
of making it without the King's privilege, 
and the permiffion of the Governor and In- 
tendant. At Scbiras the people al(b make 
rofe-water and oil, preierves and pickles. 

On the 24th I left Scbiroit where I had 
lodged in the monaftery of the Carmeliusf who 
give a very civil reception to all the Europeans 
who come to them, without diftin(tion of na- 
tion or religion, and thankfully take whatever 

^ See sun account of this f^ptcie^ ^^ ^<t«^^*>J^ 
hife T^h in Dx. Rughl's De£crVp\ioxk q^ AH^tt^ 
Vor Xm. 9f this Work, Chx^i^Ul- ^- S>^ ^ 



»f the fame name, that has ieverai nuii« 
loufe^y and a great number of gardens 
vhich 18 plenty of the moft excellent fruits 
peaches, ne£larincs, figs, and dates. ' 
town is fituated on the bank of a river 
run<i by in a deep hollow. 

On the 27th, I proceeded feven leagues, 
the next day reached Jarrony a town confif 
of 350 houfes, moil of them built of < 
wood, which are the only large trees 
grow in its neighbourhood. This town is 
markable for the manufacture of felt bonr 
and for a kind of camblet : but is more 
ticularly famous for its dates, which 
cHeemid the beft in the world. The adjs 
country abounds in water, brought thithe* 
fubterranean canals. 

^'^^ ntxt day we proceeded three le? 
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On the firft of March we pafled a mountain 
not fo high as the former, bat the road waa 
evep more painful and dangerous, efpecially 
6n de(cending it, when were obliged to walk, 
for fear of breaking oar arms and legs, the 
horfes npt beinff able to keep their feet. Jf alf 
way down the <&fcent> is a bafon, covered with 
large trees ; the rock> water is here cool and 
excellent. We lodged at a large and hand- 
fbme caravanfe^iiy before which runs a brook 
fhaded with orange, pomegranate, date and 
other trees. 

There we ffaid to refrefli ourfelves after the 
fatigue we had undergone, and on the third 
of March continued our journey. We pro- 
ceeded over feveral plains and motintains, and 
on the 5th arrived at Laer^ the capital of the 
pfovince of the fame naipe, and not above a 
niindred years ago, the principal city of a 
kingdom of the fame name. It is fitaated be- 
tween the mountains in zg^. 40'. north lat. 
in a fandy country rendered barren by the 
heat of the climate. [The hoales for the mofl 
part are very high ; but the moil beautiful of 
all the buildings is the bazar erected with flone 
in the middle of the city : it is arched over, 
and full of fhops, and is 216 paces in length. 
At the end of the bazar is a fine fquare, and 
below the gate is a place in which the city 
mafic plays. Oppoiite the bazar is a large 
building that has a fine enterat\ct •. xK\^ fe\x^\\\^ 
belongs to the Khan or Govctt^t\T- 'W^ 
came, which is entirely baWt or^otv^i ^^ 
« the fumnut of a high »ccVl« HS^'t ^n«<^n 
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f to the city refenible a wood, the land bd 

I covered with palm, orange and citron-tre 

which alxnoft ihroud the city from the eye.] 
On the 7 th of March 1 fet oat from Laer 
three in the afternoon, and pafling by the ^ 
lage of Chircoff^ which is full of gardens, 
rived at Gonncuihf a town, whi<£, with 
I gardens, confifting chiefly of date-trees, ^ 
a league in length, and beyond the to 
groves of thefe trees extended as far as the 1 
could reach. The inhabitants of Carama 
De/erta retire, during the fummer, into tb 
woods to ihelter themfelves ftom the he 
which in that fea(bn is infupportable, ai 
found in the year i^fi^ when I paiTed throi 
this country at thd cn4 of Auguft : for t1 
the wind was fo hot, eveft^in the night, t 
I was frequently oblieed to turn afide 
horfe and to cover my race with my handk 
chief, to avoid the blafls that could no m 
be endured than flame. I was once redu 
to the neceffity of throwing myfelf from 
horfey and lying with my face to the earth 
avoid^ the fcorching vapours ; but found t 
thofe which arife trom thence were even 
more fuffbcating. In the day I was obligee 
continue naked in a caravanferai, from nin* 
the morning till four in the afternoon. Tea 
or lying on a ikin of Rt^ leather, not c 
on account of the heat ; but becaufe w; 
incefrandy flowed from my body in fweatj 
iach a manner that I could udi^es T«ac^ 
y^ite, and every thine 1 took \tk m^'Kiavv 
innnedUtdy wet. I nad takea Vw^ cva 
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mr with my nfaal baggage, the one to carry 
'ater, and the other provifions ; becaufe the 
gantry was deferted, and really for twenty-. 
ve leagues, that is, from Gormouth to Con- 
^floon» I did not fee a fingle perfon, every 
ody being then retired into the woods of date- 
rees, or into the mountains ; and as the dates 
^cre then ripe, the people lived on almoft no- 
lung elfe. This fruit is nonrilhing, and where- 
ver it grows there is a certainty of finding 
crater. It is to be obfervcd, that the land 
/hich bears dates is always fandy, and thac 
t twelve or fifteen feet beneath the furfacejj. 
^ter is to be found : the people therefore dig 
lits, and thofe that are la'ft dug have always 
lie bed water. 

I remember, that performing this journey 
ivc years before, 1 happened to lofe my way, 
ad ramble into the mountains : I thought 
nyfelf loft ; and expefted never to retura*. 
iiaving wandered part of the night, I laid 
nyfeirdown at the foot of a tree, holding 
ny horfe by the bridle, and waiting till iuwas. 
ight. When the day came, I difcovercd a 
urood of date-trees at two leagues diftance,. 
vhere being arrived, I found I bad advanced fix 
eagaes on my way, and a colleftor of the taxes 
X)ndii6ied Ine to the road. I never fufiered fo 
(tioch in -my whole life ; the morning appeared 
to bring iome <;oolnefs with the dew» hiit 
the heat returnine with t\ic^«LT\, a\. ^x*^^^^- 
hmed this ftiall humidity^ aivA ?lS^^^^ '^^ ^^ 
W«ir/7,'rhatf 'coald not even ^^c^x, Vc^^e.^ 
f to barn and 4ry ap my v«^ ^^^"^^ 
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fiances in thefe regions during 
fummer ; the one is, that the fielc 
burnt up, and there arifes throu 
night and morning vapours excite 
of the earthy which cover it in fc 
that it cannot be difcovered at 
ilance, it perfedtly rcfembling a 
great lake in a cajm. 

On the 9th, I proceeded fix les 
a mountainous and flony count] 
neverthelefs many ftreams of ru 
efpecially in Tpring : thefe arc 
but great care mail be taken not 
water, it being almoll as fait as 
fea, which Proceeds from the Ian 
ft palles; for this land is in f 
witn the fait that covers it. W 
Tanguedelatty where are two cara\ 
ciflerns. This place is between 
mniinf-9in«. a fluarter of a league 
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On the 1 2th we reached CQureftomi, a village 
- that abouixls in dates, and a kind of wild 
plumbs. The inhabitants cultivate tobacco, 
and fow great Quantities of a kind of grain 
called Zowra^ which grows in bunches &me- 
whaL- like the ears of Indian corn, on canes 
eight or nine feet long. Of this they make 
bread, which is of a reddiih colour : they 
alfo bake it like rice. 

This day I met a great Lord on the road 
named AH KwU Khan, who was returning 
from his government of Gamhtootty in order to 
go to a province in Ptrjiat ^ivcn him by the 
Shah. He had a grand tram : his women, 
with all that belonged to them, were carried 
on 80 camels, 40 mules, and 20 hories. \l\^ 
own retinue and efiefls were conveyed on 
twice as many camels, and mules. Many ot 
the pcafants fled from the villages on the road, 
for tear that his men (hould take their provi- 
fions by force. 

On the 12th, as! was preparing to fet out 
at five in the evening, I obferved that the 
air was darkened, as when the (ky is covered 
with clouds, and confiderinjg that this could 
not be the cafe, I recoUedecT that thefu clouds 
coniifted of locufts ; and indeed as they pa/Tcd, 
a pcodigiput number of tho& dcdrudlive in- 
fers fell to the ground : they were the largell 
I had ever feen, and fo heavy, that they 
could not rife again. The pcafants ^u\v^^^^ 
them as they fefi ; and told me, x^^x. \cv >^\% 
^aJoa fuch cloudi -appear aYxnod cnw^ tvx'^x- % 
^^j^^^^^^f d^cy dry aivA CilXxVw. ^^^^^ 
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ft^TLMTt,, as3i itt^ ft fctwit 

i^lp«ceQ#ib I 

i |yl«!iA*cbeea fcwing wheat; 

. lare i*«a tkc bUdc be^ta to 

I:; tac cT^a^** ^^^"^ ad*-anciisg 

S ieen^tfce grten com ; then it 

' ear, then ripe, then cut, and t! 
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kit thefe leagues are very long, and the 
xDOuntains, with the badnefs of the roaJs^ 
vender the journey very tedioas. 

The houfes of Gamhroon- are built (6 near 
the water, that in a high Tea they are wafhed 
by the waves. It is iituated between the 
iflands of Ormus and Kifinis^ the one to the 
left and the other to the right ; and the coait 
•f Arabia being bordered by high mountains^ 
may alio be feen in a clear day to the right, 
at 20 leagues diftance. Three leagues behind 
Gambroon are alfo very high mountains, which 
are far from being barren » they being covered 
with trees, and abounding with water. The 
territory belonging to Gambroon is, however, 
dry and ileril, it confining of a moving fand. 
The town is furronded by a wall on the land 
fide, and has two fmall fortrefTes. The houfes 
are computed at 14 or 1500, one third of 
which are Indian Gentoos or Idolaters, a few 
yrws^ the greateft part are Perfians^ and the 
left EngUJh^ French and Dutcb^ belonging to 
their refpediive companies. The Governor of 
the province afoally refides there, and not at 
the capital, which is called ^m/, and is ten 
days journey from thence : he has a pretty 
large and commodious palace at the end of 
the town, at the greatefl diflance ^m the fea, 
built with ftone brought from the iflc of Or^ 
amst and all the hou^s have flat roofs. 

This town has no port> but iKe to^^ \^ ^^ 

hrgf, good and fafc, as any in xVve xjceCwexl^ % 

however, it has 00c great iuconvcxvvtxvc^,'***^^'^ 

5, that the vcffcls that ftav xiicr^ ^vx^^^^ ^ 

C z ^^' 
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fummer, are fubjcft to be greatly damaged hy 
being eaten with the worms. The (hips lie at 
anchor in four or five fathoms water, in as fe- 
cure a iituation as if thev were in a bafon. 
The water of Cambroon is very brackifli, 

iand drank by none but the poor : it is taken 
oat of pits dug three fathoms deep in the 
iand. The common people drink the water 
of MifiiSy a village at the diftance of a league 
from the port ; and the people in eafy circusn* 
i^ances dnnk the water of Iffin^ a large and 
iine village fituated at the foot of the moim- 
tains. 

■ As to the dr of Gamireon, it is extremely 
difagreeable and uYihealthy; the wind almoft 
throughout the year changes four times a dsy^ 
From midnight to break of day it blows from 
^he north, and is cold : from break of day till 
ten or eleven o'clock in the morning, it blows 
from the eaft, and is alfo cold : a fouth wind 
jariies about three o'clock, which is hot, it 
proceeding from the fea : this changes to tkc 
weft at fun-fet, and blows hot till midnight. 
Theie fudden changes of the air from hot to 
cold produce many difeafes, that are extremelf 
fatal to foreigners : the moft common of whidk. 
are the dyfentery, the bloody- flux, and maiig- 
, nant fevers. ♦ 

* See a farther account of Gamhroon^ -widi Te- 
Ihe6i to its latitude, the conqueit of the place hy , 
tfje Ef^tijh^ and the ^^nvWe^es %tw^\fcdk. xitfajoi \x% 
^hskb Mas, ip Vpl. IX- l^S^^V 

^1 



Provifions are here very good, and in great 
plenty, particularly fiih, which are brought 
aihore frefh night and morning : they foine- 
times catch antelopes and partridges ; but the 
natives live chiefly on milk and plants, of 
which there are here all forts. As to fruits, 
they being brought from a great difbince, 
cannot be had very cheap ; the. mod copimoa 
are oedarines. quinces, citrons, oranges, pome- 
granates, figs, melons, apples, pears,' nuts, 
ahnonds and grapes of feveral kinds. 

On the 13th of Marcb the principal perfon 
belonging to the French company took me with 
bim to dine with the Governor, who entertain- 
ed tts' with great magnificence after the Ferfian 
manner ; that is, we had mufic and dancing, 
and an&ong the refl a young Indian podure- 
mafler. The entertainment lafted five hours. 
It began at ten o'clock with a flight breakfail : 
dinner was ftrved qp a|i hour after^ at which 
the Governor and foxne oi his goc^s drank to 
excefs. No bo4y was forced to drink'; but 
fb many healths were, propof^d, ^that it was 
neceilary to driak a greai dcaT. Swordfmen 
in the Eafi accuftom themfeli^es to drink wine 
after our manner ; for when the healths of the 
Kings of France and Ferjia^ with thpfe of the 
principal perfons prefent, were 4fank, they 
were accompanied with the difcharge of th^ 
cannon of the fortreflcs, with thofeof the Go- 
vernors palace, and of the veflels in. Ox^ 
road. 

/ had not been Jong at Gamhrcon >Q^^ot^ x^^ 
?<//>c?y5 of the climate affe^ed iV\ ^1 "^^^ 
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who wtte taken very ill, ^suid I nyfcif m 
much di (ordered, when being infimned of di^ 
danger of our bcibg foon carried off if we 
ftay'd theie, I refolved to return «o Ijjudum^ 
without waiting any longer for e vefl'el 1 ex- 
pected from InJia, I thereforft fet out; hoc 
was taken ib ill at Tanguedtluf^ that my Jife 
was defpaired of: I however recovered ; icaclt- 
ed Jfftihany and foon after returned to£urq^e. 
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HISTORY 

O F T H E 

lA Sr-INDIE S. 

INTRODUCTION. 

i S the reader has followed Sir yolfx Char-^ 
\^ din to GamBroon on the moft fbmhem con - 
es of Perfia^ it will be natuJ^Iy expefted 
It we ihoald now proceed to a defcnption 
the Eaft'In£es : but it is proper firft to re- 
nd the reader, that a £reat part of this tafk 
ilready perforine*d. We have given an ac- 
iDt of the manner in which thofe countries 
re difcovered by the Portuguefe Admiral De 
ma* ; and of the profecutioQ of thofe dif- 
cries by De CabraL \ The reader has fcei\ 

See vol. VIII. page 1—53. \ Ibid. ^«— Ji. 
m thefe two voyages, the re:\dict Yv^^ ^X.'&cciA 
' ^riovirledgc of tiie ports ot MeUndji* Ca)L\cut> 
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the firft voyage of the EngUjk to thofe Teas i 
der Captain Lancafter* and the firft voys 
fnade thither by the French under Commod 
Bioulieu.f He has been entertained with 
difbreiTes indured by Sir Henry MiiiMeton 
lahdfa^ in the Red Seay { and under Mr. Gri 
vojrage to the Eafl-Indiesi he has feen a com 
3€Connt of all the fettlements of the Eng 
Eaft'India Company. § On-the other ha 
the Author of Commodore Rogg^uKin^s vi 
age II -has iiirniAied iis with an account of 
the fettlements of the Dutch\ and of the wt 
myftery of the fpice trade. From him we h 
i)Ot only defcribed the fpice-iflands ; but 
places in the Eaft-lndies to which the Dutch 
fort for the fakp of commerce. And in flu 
from La<vaU .we h^vc given a, very pariici 
account of the Maldi'ves,% But this is not 
thp Circom-pavigators have frequently gr 
us occaiion to delpribe remarkabje places on 
ted by other travellers, and from Da?pfier 
Woodes Rogers 9 ft and the ingenious Write: 
"Mi^An/on^s voyage round the world,!! weh 

* See vol. VIII. pace 88— Txi. In this and 
following voyage, the ifland of Surnatra^ 
Achen its capital, are particularly defcribed. 

f Ibid. 122—120. 

t See vol. IX. page i. 

\ Ibid. 72. 

jl Ibid, page.97. 

1^ S^e vol. X. page $. 
*' 5ee vol. VI. page 65 — \o%. 
ft Jhid. page 187— ^1- 
// Vol. VII. page 149— x6i,\7iVi^lS^»'^^ 
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given Tery entertaining dcfcriptions of many 
places, which, tho' not yet reforted to for the 
fcke of commerce, are well worthy of the no- 
tice of the curious. 

Thus as we have already defcri bed the princi- 
pal iflands, nothing now remains but to give a 
defcription of the continent of India% and fome 
of the neighbouring kingdoms. * 

C H A P. I. 

Cyindoftan, or the Empire of the Great Mogul, 
^Hth a particular Account of the Climate j Scily 
Animahy Ve^etahUsy the Manners and Cujioms 
•f the Inhahitants : The MoguPs Courts and 
the Conqueft of that Empire by Shah Nadir. 

/NDOS TAN or India Proper, is a coun- 
try of great extent, fituated to the ead 
of Perjta, and is bounded by Tartary, oa 
the north, by the peninfula of India within the 
Qmigest and the bay of Bengal, on the fouth ; 
and by India beyond the Gauges on the eaft. It 
is alfo called Mogtdftan or the Rrapipe of the 
Great Mo<»o]. As the Tropic of Cancer runs 
thro* the middle of it, the air is exceffive hot ; 
Iwwevcr, in the moft fultry fcafon, the rain^ 

• Jn thcfe dcfcriptions wc chiefly follow C:{^* 
tim Alexamfer Hctmtkon, Vvho from the year 1688 
*o I7^?> traded and travelled by Ct^niv^X^Yv^Vc^ 
jooik countries in the Eafl^Indies \ from Mandejl^? s 
Travelff, and an excellent vrorW ct\^aV\«A, A l^en» 
'^^ry^Ji^ Eajl.lndies^ oiici^nl and v»*ierxi. ^, . 
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which ufually begin at the latter end of ^ftmt 
and laft till about the end of OSober, refrefli 
the earth, and cool the air. When thofe rains 
fet in, a day feldom pades withoat terrible 
thunder and lightening ; even in the fair fea- 
Ton, they have lightening, tho* without than- 
der, for federal weeks together ; but this does 
no harm. All the refl of the year, except at 
this feafon, and the Vernal Equinox, the Qlj 
is clear and ierene, and the earth is refrefbed 
with moderate breezes, fo that the morniiigs 
and evenings are inconceivably pleafant. From 
the above rains the moft delicious plants fpring; 
ibrth with incredible fpeed. Rice bein^ of the 
moil general ufe, is the chief grain cultivated 
here : it is fown in May and j^ue^ and gene* 
rally reaped and threfhed in the open fieldfi in 
November and Dicemher : but they have alfo as 

food wheat and barley in Several parts of tbe 
Irapirc, as any where in the world. Tlteir 
chief fruits befides thofe brought from Eurofi^' 
^re dates, figs, prunellos, melons, pomegra- 
nates, tamarinds, guavas, jaccas, pine ap^er, 
mirabilons, mangoes^^ cocoas, fagar CAoei^ 
pepper, oranges, limes, ^^. 

But tho' the foil is fo rich as to prodvoe a 
vaft variety of fruits and flowers, yet tlw grotuid 
is fo light, that feldom more than two ox«i 
are ufed in ploughing it. There are here niua- 
bers of fine woods that afford timber for build- 
ing fliips, and redwood for dying. Their m«l- 
berry-trees fupply thek filk-worras with food, 
the toddy 'trees fumilh the inhabitants wick H-' 
qaors ^«^ of the fruit of thecoXtou-u«i.TvA. W- - 
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ton fhraby they make their calicoes, mu/lins, 
ginghams* ^c the great articles of their cloath^ 
ng and commerce. The country alfo yields 
lor exporution, malabar pepper, ginger, fan- 
dal-wood, aloei, gum lacque, cailia, camphor, 
indigo, opium, aflafoetida, cardamums, bo- 
rax, faltpetre, allum, and fulphur ; while the 
mountains produce jafper, agate, cryfolites, 
granate^, amethyfts, rubies, and diamonds. 

Here; are plenty of wild and tame beads : 
of the former dafs are the elephant, and the 
rhinoceros, with lions, tygers, leopards, 
woWes, jackals, elkes, apes and baboons. Wild 
boars, deer, antilopes, hares and foxes, fays 
Mr. Hamilton are their wild game, which they 
huAt with dogs, leopards, and a fmall fierce 
creature called a ihoegoofe. It is about the fize 
of X fox, with long pricked ears like a hare, 
and a face like a cat, a grey back and iides, 
with the belly and bread white. When they 
are taken out to hunt, a horferoan carries it be* 
hind hind hood-wink'd, and the deer and an- 
telopes being pretty familiar, will not dart be- 
fore the horfes come very near. He who carries 
the (hoegoofe, takes off the hood, and diews 
it the game, which with large fwift fprings, it 
fooQ overtakes, when leaping on their backs, 
and getting forward to their (houlders,it fcratchcs 
out their eyes, and makes them fall an cafy prey 
to the hunters. The leopard runs down his 
game, and often gives the hunters a long chace, 
as well as the dogs, who will take the water 
when the game beuke themfelves to {winvv:v\tv<^« 
jvbicb they frequently do. 



joy in thofe of the I'rince is auu 
valent, the lion being the only 
foreil, which the Mogul reierves t 
to himfelf. They have bnffaloe 
is fniooth without hair ; but their f 
Towards Perfia and Tariary th( 
large fheep, .with fat tails ; but 
fouth part of IndtftuM are thin and 
ed, ivith a reddim hair on their 
of wool, and their fieih is lean ar 
natives have plenty of good mil 
cows, buflaloes and goats ; but th 
will not fstx'^ where produce bi 
mate being in fome parts too hot 
a due connftence, however, 'tis i 
good cheefe in the north part of 
They have here plenty of ge< 
hens, ducks, pigeons, plover. 
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notes and a beaatiful plumage. As the monkeys 
which aboond in the woods, are its great ene- 
mies, it baildtf its neft at the extremity of the 
twigs of the trees, whence they hang like a 
pune out of their reach. They have alfo ex^ 
cellent fiih in their rivers and Teas. 

The people are generally well made, and 
have good features ; towards the fouth they 
are black, and' towards the north of an olive 
colour ; but the natives have every where black 
long hair, and black eyes, and hardly any of 
them are deformed. They arc llrong, acute, 
have a lively fancy and a good genius. They 
are civil to ftrangers, profoundly fubmiffive to 
their Governors ; but not remarkable for their 
courage. The Indians here are diftinguifhed 
into Mocrs^ or Moguls^ and Gentoos or original 
Indiam and Pagans* The former are a mixture 
of Tartars^ Perfiansy jirabs^ and moft of the 
Mahometan nations, who having the power in 
their hands, behave as the Lords of the country. 
The Pagans f who are much the greateft num- 
ber are as polite, as peaceable, as ingenious 
and as inoffeniive a people as any on the face 
of the earth. Their beautiful chints, and 
painted calicoes are drawn by the meaneil of 
the people, from their own fancy : for the chints 
an2l calicoes on the Coromandelcosifk are painted 
with a pencil ; but thofe to the northward are 
printed 2 however, the dye of neither waflies 
out. For inlaying in ivory uo ^Wi^^ ^^^^ 
them. The goidimiths \vor\c cw\o\A^ \xv SC^\- 
j^en, andimitateany goWmVi3K*%vj^TV ^"^^"^ 
- Sxrr^jis. The builders ufc a c«i«^^^'^^*'c': 
yoL. XVL r> ^ 
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and is tied with ttrin^s on cxum 
Heeves are dofe to their arms, an 
they £t about their wrilb in wi 
upper part fits clofe to their bodi 
the waift downwards it hangs in 
ing below the knee. They have 
but their breeches reach down t 
and they pat their bare feet into 
Koand their waills they wear a f 
the better fort have a dagger, 
part of the country thev have : 
lore, which hang over their bre 
the winter feafbn they alfo wear 
Pagans wear their hair made u 
liind ; but the Moors have only 
many of them wear their bearcLs, 
only whifkers. The Pagan woi 
i^oJr ^Horned with jewels, whicl 
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Mch tnbe herds together, and thofe of one tnbe 
cannot marry into another ; thejr muft nurfue 
the trade and i>rofefli9n of the family, fo that 
a goldfmith's ion mult be a goldfmith,and marry 
a goldfmith's daaghter, and a carpenter's fon 
muft be a carpenter, and fo of the reft. The 
chief of thefe tribes are the Brachmans^ or Bra- 
mins who are their Priefts ; and the Rajupntes^ 
ovRa/hBoots who profefs arms, bat do not, like 
the other tribes abftain from meat, except it be 
the flefh of a cow, or of fome other beads 
which they hold facred. 

The Bramins or Priefts of the God Brama^ 
perfuade thefe who are ill to leave legacies to 
the church, for which they give a receipt, which 
they put into the dead perfon's hand, in this 
cafe fays Capt. Hamiitonylhty draw a bill for ten 
times the value in the other world on fome c- 
minent Saint, who neeociates fuch bills in pa- 
radife. They perfuade the vulgar, that their 
idols eat like men, and in order that they may 
be plentifully provided with good cheer, they 
maxe them of a gigantic flature, and gii'e 
them a monftrous beUy ; and if the people fail 
in their offerings to thefe idols, by which the 
Bramins maintain their families, they threaten 
them with the anger of the gods. The peo- 
ple believe there is fomething fo divine m a 
cow, that happy is the man who can get him- 
felf fprinkled with the aflies of one burnt by a 
Bramn \ and they efteem the man bVt^^, ^\v^ 
JD the agonies of death can lay Y\o\4. ol 2l cq^^ ^ 
tail: i^r «Ac7 Relieve tranfm\grauotv,^x\^^'^'^ 
he £)ul fomedmes returns into Aebo^'^ ^"^ ^** 
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bead, which they confider as an high konou 
The foul$ of the wicked they imagioe enti 
the ho<}ie3 of dogs, fwine and other undea 
animals. Hence they abftain from the flefh ( 
all living creatures, and kill nothing that h; 
life, for fear tbey fhould difpolTefs the foul < 
a friend or relation of its habitation. Tl 
learning of the Bramins confifts in their beir 
able to read and get by heart fome ancient boo! 
faid to be written by Brama. 

There is a religious order among them callc 
Faquirs and Jongies^ who make vows of p< 
verty and celibacy, and to obtain the favoi 
of Brama^ fuiFer the moft dreadful torture 
They contemn worldly riches, and go nake 
e;ccept a piece of cloth about their loins, an 
fome have not even that. A fet of thefe nevt 
comb nor cut their hair, but delighting in na 
tinefs, befmear their bodies and faces with afhe 
Mr. Hcanilton obferves that he has fee4 onis i 
thefe ilttln? quite naked under the (hade of 
tree, and (hat married wom/en came as a cu] 
fpr Earrennefs, to kifs th^ part which modefi 
ought to have taught him to conceal, white li 
ftroaked their lieads, and muttered prayers ov< 
them. To fuch a degree do thefe pretende 
religions impofe on the credulous multitude. 

The aullerities of fome of thefe are incn 
dible to thofe who have not been eye-witne^e 
of them. Some ftand for years on one foot 
with their arms tied to the beam of a hpiifi 
or the branch of a tree. By this me^ns thei 
arm$ fettj^ i]9 that poilure, apd ever after be 
come ufelefs ; and iome fit in the fun with thei 
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Faces looking upwards till they are incapable of 
diering the poAtion of their heads. Tnc peo- 
ple in all theie cafes making a merit of feeding 
Jiem. 

Frauds are, however, fometimes pradHfed ; 
'or in the year 1724, one of thefe zealots pre- 
rending to more fandlity than his neiefabours, 
^ave otit, that he would be buried alive in a 
^rave ten feet deep, and that he ihould appear 
it Amadabat^ at about 700 miles dilhmce, with- 
in fifte'.n days. The grave was dug, andj?o- 
ing in, he had ibme reeds placed about a foot 
3r two over his head, to prevent the earth falling 
in. A large jar of water flood under the (hade 
af a great tree, about ten or twelve yards from 
the grave, where a good number of Faquirs 
had for fome time taken up their q'u^rters, and 
had periiiaded tnany people into a belief of the 
ftory ; Iwit the Governor of Surat ordered a 
party of foldiers to fee the Faquir bciried, and 
t« take care that no impofture was u(ed in his 
pretended refurreflion.They accordingly (earch- 
ed narrowly, and AiTpedliiig that (bme place 
about the root oiCght afford a paHage, ordered 
the Faqu'rs to remove a little oih of the way, 
which they willingly did ; but finding nothing, 
they ordered the F^uirs to remove the great 
water jar, which was almoft full : At this they 
exclaimed aloud ; but their clamours (Irengthen- 
ed the fufpicions of the Mahometans ; who ci- 
ther breaking or removtAg the jar, diicovered 
i fubterranean pafTage that led within two feet 
df the grave, on which they fell upon the Fa^ 
\uirs ivith their drawn fwords« ^xid c:^ tea^vs^ 
D 3 ^^ 
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of them to pieces ; and the fellow who 
luve an&n from the dead loft his head 
fray. 

Befides the many tribes of Iftdian id* 
there is a fed called the Per/ees or Gclfet 
are worftiiptrs of fire.* Thefe are he 
to trade and hufbandry, and are very ii 

0U8. 

The Banians or Gentoos are often ] 

at fix Of feven years of age, but they do 

habit before the bride is twelve, and thi 

grogm fixtecn Their weddings are eel 

with much pomp. In the forenoon th< 

groom fends a long train of meflengc 

prcfcf^u to the bride, in covered diihes 

Ktts, preceeded by a fort of hautboy s> 

and trumpets, and followed by female 

for the ufe of the married couple, an 

them U carried an empty palanquin 

the bride to the bridegroom's houie» 

nights fucccilively they are both carried 

thro* the ftreeu by torch -light, drefs*d 

beil apparel and jewels, with mu fie, fire 

flags, and fl reamers befoje- them, and 1 

parents of the married couple fend pre 

their friends. Thefe pompous tavalcj 

ing overi they proceed to the he ufe of th 

father^ where being fcated ac a tabic 

each other, they join their hands, 

Prieft covers their heads with a fort t 

* See a eurions aceouM of this fe6i in J 
«wgrV craveic, vol, XIV» ^f this work, p 
*J7> ^39, a39- 
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which remains fpread over them for a quarter 
of an hour, till he has iinifhed a prayer and 
the nuptial benedidlion, and then uncovering 
their heads, the company is fprinkled with role 
water and other perfumes mixed with fafFron. If 
the vouth does not happen to like the girl chofe 
for him by his parents, he may keep concu- 
bines, and if the wife murmurs at this, he may 
fet her to work with his ilaves, for which fhc 
can have no remedy, cot even a divorce. I'he 
women of this country pay their hufbands au 
extraordinary refped, and are entirely at their 
difpoial : which is the lefs extraordinary, as 
among the richer fdrt, the hufband purchafes 
his wife of her parents. 

When a perion dies, they wafh the corpfe, 
drefs it in the common apparel ufually worn by 
the deceafed, and carrying it a little way out of 
the town, place it on a funeral pile generally 
raifed with wood near fome river : thofe of for- 
tone ufually mix vail quantities of fragrant 
wood with the reft, and the whole being reduc- 
ed to aihes, is thrown into the river. As to 
the cuftom of widows burning themfelves with 
their hun)ands, it feems in moft places laid a- 
fide. Where this is the c^e, the women who 
mourn for their hufbands, (have their heads, 
I and (eeming to abandon themfelves to grief, 
negled their drefs, and never marry again ; but 
the men never cut their hair on thefe occaiions, 
unlefs it be for the death of a father, or fome 
of their Rajas or Princes. When they mourn 
for other relations, they generally rend theix 
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garments, or rather put on an old torn vefl, aqd 
appear quite negligent of themfelves. 

The buildings of the common people, efpe- 
eially thofe of the Gentoos, who are at lead 
twenty to one Mahometan throughout the Em- 
pire, are generally low thatched cottages with 
clay walls, and only one Hoor ; but the bazsars, 
and other public buildings, with the houfes be- 
longing to the Cbrijfian and Mahometan mer- 
chants, in fome of the chief cities are very 
pompous, being built with brick, timber and 
flone, and fometimes with marble. The houfes 
of the more wealthy are two dories high, and 
have flat roofs on which they take the morning 
and evening air. 

The palaces of their Princes or Rajas are 
mpftly built in one form : before the gate is ^ 
large piazza or roof fupportcd by pillars, open 
to the front, and upon the right and left to- 
wards the gate are banks of earth about a 
yard high, on which are fpread fine carpets, 
or pieces oi European fcarlet cloth, with cufliions 
of the fame, on which the Raja' fits to receive 
the complaints of his fubje^s, to entertain 
foreigners, or tranfadl ftate affairs. 

The power of the Moenl is fo defpotic, that 
he has the fovereign diipofal of the lives and 
efFe6ts of his fubje^ls, and none dare difpute 
his will. At his command the greatefl Lords 
are executed. Few days paffed without his ap- 
pearing at fun-rifing ; and the Lords of his 
court are obliged to be in his apartment, in 
order to pay him homage. He Jhews himielf 
dJfo £t noon to fee the v/Wd beaiU (igkt ; and 
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e evening he appears at a window, from 
ace he fees the fun fet. He retires with 
luminary amidft the noife of a great num- 
)f drums and kettledrums, and the accia* 
ons of his people, wifliing htm a long and 
>y life. None are permitted to enter the 
:e but the Rajas or Princes, and the great 
irs ; who accompany all their difcoorfe with 
iaual reverences ; they proftrate themfelves 
e hijn at taking leave; they pot their 
s on their eyes« then on their bread, and 
r on the earth, to teftify that they are only 
and allies when compared to him. They 
him all manner of profperity as^ they re- 
and go backwards till they are out of 

hen he marches at the head of his army, 
3es a hunting, or to one of his country: pa- 
f he Is accompanied by above lo^ix^omen, 
at an hundred elephants covered with hou- 

of iparlety velvet and brocajde, march at 
lead of xhis little army ; each carrying two 
, one of whom jgoverns the animal by 
ling his forehead with an iron hook, the 
r holds a great banner of filk embroidered 

gold and iilver ; the firit eight carry each 
:tTedrum. In the middle of this troop the 
ul rides on a fine Perfian horfe, with trap- 
} of gold, adorned with diamonds and 
Sy gold-bells and fringes, or in a chariot 
nby two white oxen, whofe large fpread*- 
lorns are adorned with gold ; and fome*- 
i hris garried by men in a palanquin. The 
s and pfiicers pf his coort com^^&& Vcv^ \^<^ 
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tinue, and have 5 or 600 elephants, 
. chariots loaded with baggage. Wh< 
. on an elephant, he is Tea ted on his 
fbtely throne^ a/^pmed with gold an 
fiones. 

His Tons hav; the title of Sultan: 
I Jt^ daughters of Sultanas, the former ai 

I i|itf I at thirteen or fourteen years of age, 

Uis>\i. they arrive at years of maturity t 

. diflant governments, none but the 1: 
rent remaining with his father. Tl 
he has by any of his wives, is con 
heir to the Empire, tho* the longeft 
nerally carries it ; but whenever Tie g 
throne, he inhumanly dellroys his 
and their male ifTue. 

The Mogul has feldom more than f 
the' his concubines generally amoun 
a thoufand. His court, according 
TucKf is richer than can be imagined, 
men buy the fined diamonds that can 
their wives and daughters, whofe he 
and other apparel are amazingly fi 
But thofe for the Emperor's own uf 
fineft in the world. 

Mr. Mandefoi^ who wifely lays it • 

rule to defcribe nothing but what he 

obferves, that tjie palace of ^r<!?, is foi 

in drcomferance, and that it is foi 

all fides. After having pafled fevei 

Ai7d ftreets fcparated by different g 

comes atlalt to the MoguVs a^MXicvv 

js in the middle of the bui\d\Tv^» A 

ialoon is a baluflrade of fiivei, \v\ 
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jfficers of the guard, who allow none to enter 
)at the great Lords of the court. This leads 
into the chamber of ceremony, where there is 
another baluilrade of gold, enclofmg the throne 
of mafTy gold, enriched with diamonds, pearls 
and other precious dones. None bat the King's 
fons are allowed to enter withita this haluftrade, 
or to cool the air and drive away the flies with 
&1S. In this palace is a high tower, the roof 
of which is covered with places of gold. 

If we may believe Taverniery this Prince had 
four thrones adorned with diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds and the richeft pearls, made up in fc- 
veral figures, and that one of them, which was 
crowned with two peacocks, that had their 
Uils fet with jewels, coft thirteen millions 
ilerling ; and that in this palace are two apart- 
ments covered all over with gold, as are alio 
the pillars that fupport his pasdllions. 

There are two folemn fclHvals of which he 
is the principal objedl. The firil at the begin- 
DiDg of the new year, lafls about fifteen days. 
A theatre is erefled before the palace fourteen 
fccthigh, iifty-fi.< long, and forty broad, co- 
vered with rich lapeftry, and furrrounded by a 
haloiirade. Near it is a building of painted 
wood, embelliflied with mother of pearl, in 
which fome of the principal Lords of the court 
feat thcnifelves, tho' they have at the fame time 
tepts f re^ed in the firft court of the piJace, 
where they a^e^ to difplay all their riches and 
fpkodpr. The Prince, attended by feven of 
kit minifterj, afcends the theatre, where he 
ftatijs himiclf ou velvet cuftiions, cnYbtovi^^^-i 



V,eenn»oft»w^; ^ of 
few ^'■"^•J?^, of lWr.» « 

*Thefto«>d' bed 

V.tA. Si, which he 
of divcrfvons, 

,et aUve, a«» o, grand 

nifi«''*F!eft robes. cov> 
on hi& h»f^ -nd bein 
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was weighed laft, there are great re* 
throughout the whole kingdom, 
ceremony is followed by his diftri- 
mall pieces of money among the poor ; 
rowing among thegrandees^nats, pifta^ 
Imonds, and other fruits, made of gold, 
y are fo fmall, and the gold fo thin, 
is faid a thoufand of them does not 
bovc feven or eight piftoles. The fefti*. 
icluded with a magnificent fuppergiveii 
ords of the court> with whom he fpends 
t in drinking* 

10' the treamres of this monarch, and 
lues from forty kingdoms^ which arfe 
bis empire, are immenfely great, yet 
hardly any where fcarcer than among 
ite peribns in his empire, 
however proper to obferve^ that this 
3 account was wrote before NaJir 
vaged the Mogul's dominions : for» 
ginning of 1739, that conqueror hav- 
ited the Mogul, entered Deuy^ fecured 
3n, and having feized all his jewels 
ifures, of which he obliged him to 
lifl, replaced him on the throne; 
him to promife to pay him an an^^ 
ibute of o,2co,ooo 1. fterling. Among 
r plunder Seized by the Ferfean Mo* 
ras the Emperor's bed of ftate adorned 
cious ftones, and the grand imperial 
In ihort, the value of the plunder 
>m the Mogul and Us ^Ho\>\ts> \^ l^^ 
\tto iti courons^ ot x^\>^'io,oockV 
It njqft bp ackno>wkdgtaL» xki^XN^e 
VI. ' p, ^3^x^- 
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largenefs of tkis immenfe fum may render 1 
account improbable ; it is therefore necefl 
xo add», that it is taken from a letter fr 
P^rfiat publiihed the fame year in the Len 
GaxetU^ 

Having given a general dcfcription of 
Mogul's dominions, we ihall now proceed 
defcribe the feveral provinces iituated on 
coad, as being the moft remarkable, pn 
count of the . commei-ce carried on with tt 
by the trading nations of Eurofe. 

CHAP. II. 

\4 De/cription of the mofi remarkable Pl^es in 
Provinces along the Coafi of India. Cap 

• Hamilton attacked hy robbers in his nAMt 
Tatta : J De/cription of that City, and of 
Reception by the Nabob. Of the Navigi 

' of the Indus. Of the Kingdom tf Guzc 
(ind particularly of the Cities of Piu, C 
bay, and Surat. 

TH E firft port in Sinefyy the moft weil 
province oi India, is Larribundar^ fi 
ted five or fix leagues from the fca, on a bra 
of the river Indus, capable of receiving (1 
€>/:200 tons burthen. It is a village of»l 
joo mud houfes, with a Ur^^ &OT\fe i^^n, 
A as four or five great guns, xo'^^^«t^^ ^^ 
*AaDdizc, and prevent Vts \i^t^^ loi 
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i Malbwches and other robbers. Tatta, the 
tropolis of the province, is a large and 
h city about three miles long, and one and 
lalf broad, at about 40 miles diflance from 
\ abore village* All goods carried from one 
thefe places to the other> are tranfported 
carriage beafts, as camels, oxen, and horfes. 
le country, which is almoil level, is over- 
awn with fiirubs and buihes, fit to cover an 
kbulcade, and often made ufc of by the above 
hbers, who fuddenly ru(h out on a caifila or 
ravan, and while the guards and carriers are 
^ting, another party drives away the beails 
th their packs. 

Captain Hamilton once came to harrihundar^ 
ith a cargo from Mallahar wbrth about 
tOOoL where being unable to fell his goods, 
was obliged to travel to Tatta in a camla of 
X) beafts, and as many, or more men and 
nen^ belides 200 horib for their guard. 
ring jproceeded about fixtecn miles, they 
e informed by their fcoats that a great 
f of robbers were juft before them^ Cap- 
Hamihan had thirteen of his beft markfmen 
iging to his (hip with him in the front, 
e his beafts were, and being all mounted 
Man horfes, which are very fmall, they 
unted, aod fet their beafts on their flanks- 
ont, to fcrve for a barricado again ft the 
and target men, who were the principal 
b of the robbers. They had. xtf5\Vi^«^ 
that poliure^ when tVic toYsk^i* ^^v 'a^ 
ahorfeback, who brai\d\(heA\i\^ ^^^"t^-* 
^is coming witlua ca^i^ xYvtc^xv^^-- 
E a "^^"^ 
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that if they did not immediately furrender 
difcretion^ they ihould have no quarter. C 
traveller had two feamen who (hot extreme 
welly and therefore ordered one of thenoi 
fire at the herald, which he inftantly did, a 
. ihot him through the head. Another ca 
foon after with the fame threatenings, a 
met with the fame treatment. The next tl 
came the Captain ordered his horfe to be ft 
in the head, to try if they could take his rid 
that they might know the enemy's ilrengi 
The horfe was killed as foon as he appeare 
but fome of the guard who were mounted, i 
ilead of bringing him, cut him to piec 
The horfe-guard, who had continued in t 
rear, feeing what was done in the front, n( 
took courage, and getting in among the buih 
met with fome who had a deiign to attack i 
flank, and foon defeated them i which thr^ 
the reft into fuch a panic, that they bcto 
themfelves to flight, and the horfe purfui 
them, put many to the fword. 

They now travelled without moleftation- 
Tatta^ where they were received with ace 
mations from the populace, and the bet 
fort vifited the Englijh with prefents of fri 
and fweetmeats, afcribing the fafe arrival 
the caffila to their courage and condu6l. 

He and his men were lodged in a large CG 

venient room that had good warehoufes. T 

iiain from the flrcet were each of one pic 

of porphyry ten feet long, o£ «L\itv^\.>jAV^ 

^nd as /inooth as glafc. T\ic^ viw^ ^ 

toi in number, and led up to a i^x^ax^ « 
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•ds long, and about ten broad. ' The nex^ 
^ the Nabob fent them his compliments 
th an ox, five fheep, as many goats, twenty 
(fls , and fifty pigeons, with fweetmeats and 
it in abundance. He was then encamped 
)nt iix miles from the town, with an army 
8 or io,oco men, to puniih thefe bands of 
»ber8. He invited Captain Hamilton to drink 
lifti of coffee with him, and the latter fend- 
r him word that he defigned to kifs his 
nd, the next day he fent him twenty fine 
rfian horfes well equipped, on ten of which 

and his guard rode, and on the other ten 
ire mounted the moft coniiderable Merchants 
Tatta^ who went to accompany him out of 
peia. 

When they came to the camp they would 
ve alighted ; but an ofiicer informed them, 
lU the Nabob defired they ihould be brought 

his tent on horfeback, and riding before 
em conduced them to the door or the pa- 
ion which the Captain entered, and found 
5 Nabob fitting alone. He defiring to lay a 
all prefent at his feet, this was readily per- 
itted. It confiiled of a looking-glafs of 
out c 1. value, a gun and a pair of piflols 
ill gilt, a fabre-blade, and the blade of a 
gger gilt, a glafs tobacco-pipe, and an em- 
oiderra cafe to put it in. The Nabob 
It for all who had accompanied Mr. Ha- 
kon into the room, and fhewing them th^ 
efent, expafiated on the value oi e\^T^ ^^^^^ 
it ; BDd after fbme encomivims otv >iV\ . Ha- 
fe»!r valour and generofitv, Xo\d \!^^> ^^^ 
E3 >«^ 
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he was a free denifon of Tatta^ and flio 
exempted from all coftom on the goods J 
brought or ihoold export^ and that he 
have the power of impriibning any perfc 
bought any part of bis cargo, and d] 
pay according to agreement, and if th^ 
not fuffident to induce them to give h: 
tisfadlion, he might fell their wives an( 
drcn to difcharge the debt. 

Within about four miles of Tatta, arc 
two fine large tombs, the burying place o 
of the Kings of Simfy^ when that count; 
governed by its own monarchs. Mr. Ht 
went into the largeft ; this was built in the 
of a cupola, and in the middle of it fi 
cofHn about three feet high and feven feei 
tvith fome others of a fmaller fize. Th 
pola was of yellow^ green^ and red poi 
finely poliihed, and being fet cheque] 
had a very pleafmg effeft. This tomb is 
thirty feet high, and twenty-one in dia 
and is foid to h^e been the borying-pU 
the lad King of that country. 

The city of Tatta Hands in a fpacioua 
about two miles from the river iMdusy 
which cannals are cut to bring water I 
citv and the gardens. Thofe which fbi 
belonged to the King were at that time 
llored with excellent fruit and flowers. 

The river In^us is navigable for their i 

as hi^e^ as Ca/mire in 32^'. north latitude. 

branch runs to Cabul to tlie >Neftward 

others through feveral large ijtonVcvc.^^ ^ 

to the eaft. Thcfe vcfiGeU we c2X\e6.' 
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ley )>ave oae maft, carrying a fquare fail, and 
re •flat-bottomed. Some of them are zoo 
ms burtheni The cabbins are built from 
tfli to ftem» and in each is a kitchen and a ne- 
effiuy which opens into the water. Theie 
^bbtns are let to paflengers, and the h<^d 
eing divided iuto (eparate apartments are let 
Bt to freighters* fo that every one having a 
>ck on his own cabbin* and apartment in the 
old, has his goods always ready to difpofe of 
rherever he finds a market. 

This country never knows the mifery of 
imine^ for the Indus overflows all the low 
rounds in the months oiApriU May and June^ 
nd when the floods go ofl* they leave a fat 
ime. Before the earth dries, it is fown and 
arrowed » and neveir fails of bringing forth a 
lentiful crop. 

The people here manufadure filks^ caHcoes^ 
otton-cloths of feveral kinds, and alfo chints 
nd very beautiful coverlets for beds. They 
take very fine cabinets, both lacquered and 
alaid witti ivory, and the befl bows and ar* 
Dws in the world, of bufl^alos horns. 

The religion e(iabliflied by law is ^^^Maho^ 
MtoH^ but there are ten Gentoos to one Mai* 
alman. 

The next maritime country to ^indy is Guze- 
at, an ifland formed by a branch of the Indus, 
hat runs into the fea at the city of Cam^aya. 
The natives are vaflals to the Mogul, tho' they 
Tc flill Pagans. The firft town on ^.^ l^^^. 
dc of the Indus, is Ctiuhnai^tn. \\.\v^%lck\s\^ 
«</e and prodaces coarls dov.Yv%, wAXc^n w 
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chonks, a fhell-fifh in the ihape of a pen 
winkle, but as laree as a man's aim above t 
elbow. In BiHgtu thefe (hells are formed ii 
rings for the ornament of womens arms ; a 
they are worn in many parts of India, T 
country is famous for pirates. It has feve 
other ports, the moft remarkable of which 
D/tf, a fmall ifland on the fouth of Guxer 
three miles long and two broad, belonging 
the crown of PortugaL The city is pretty larj 
and fortified by a high ftone wall with bailie 
at convenient diflances, well fnrnifhed w 
cannon. The harbour is fccured by two cafti 
that can bring above a hundred large cam 
to oppofe its enterance, and by fea it is f 
tified by nature with dangerous rocks s 
high cliffs. This is one of the beft built, i 
flrongeft cities in InMa^ and its ftately edifi 
of free ftone and marble, are fufficient witne 
of its ancient grandeur and opulence ; but 
prefent not above a fourth part of the city 
inhabited It contains five or fix fine churci 
which fianding on a rifing ground of an e 
afcent from the great caftle, and the churci 
rifing gradually higher than each other, fh 
all their beautiful fronts to the fea, where tl 
appear to gr^^at advantage ; and within tl 
are well decorated with images and paintin 
At prefent there are not above 200 Portugx 
in the caftle and city : th& reft of the inhabita 
being Bimyansj of whom there may be ab< 
jfOfOoOf fcut few of them are T\cVv» becauie 1 
Jn/blence of the Potuguefe letvdcT \x. vixv 
/br^oiomed /Irangvrs to dweVL amgii^ ^J 
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The King of Portugal has about 12,000], 
per annum in poll money paid from hence into 
his treafury, and the cuftoms and land-tax may 
amount to about fix thoufand pounds more ; but 
if the ifland were in the hands of ibme induftri- 
ous European nation, it would be the beft mart- 
town on the coaft of India for carrying on a 
trade up the Indus. 

Goga\% a pretty large town, that has fome 
mud wall fortifications. There is fome trade, 
and Grangers are admitted to a free commerce 
in fuch merchandize as are fit to be imported or 
exported to or from Guzerat, The town is go- 
verned by an officer of the Mogul, whofe forces 
for the defence of the place amount to about 200. 

A peninfula which lies at the bottom of the 
mouths of the Indus^ contains the greate^ p^ft 
of the Kingdom of Guzerat. There is not a 
more fertile province in all the Indies^ it produc- 
ing fruit and provifions in fuch abundance* that 
it fupplies the neighbouring provinces. Camhay^ 
at the bottom of the Gulph of the fame name, 
and only twelve leagues from Gogay is a fine, 
large, and agreeable city j its flreets are fpaci- 
ons, handfome and ilrait. Tho' it is at lead 
two leagues in circumference, it is entirely built 
of^hewn ftone. Without its walls are vtry large 
fuburbs, and fifteen or fixteen public gardens. 
It 18 itill a place of pretty good trade, tho' it is 
not now half inhabited. The natives are ftrift 
oblervers of the doftrine of the metem^fvcKoils^ 
aod DuBoithys they mainlam x\vtttV^l\j\\3\%^ 
oae^r birds, another for goats ?Ltvd^ >Jk«^^^^ 
i^bck cattle. The Zcalou v^Vo e^x. x^^-OcCv^ 
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that had life, lay food for animals on the high' 
ways and in the fields. The Banyans carry ia 
their girdles an indrument to brulh the placet 
where they fit down, or where they walk, left 
they (hould cru(h the ants> and other reptiteS) 
that may be found there. Some of them car-^ 
ry their fcruples and wcaknefs ib far as to eat 
nothing that is red, for fear there iliould be 
blood in it. By the force of money they have 
obtained from the Great Mogul the fingular 
privilege, that no calf, bull, or cow, ihail be 
lulled ih their city ; and if a Chriftian^ or Ma*' 
hometan^ ihould be found tranfgrelfing the pnn 
hibition, his life would be in danger. Theie 
Pagans have in this dty one of the moil mag* 
nincent temples in the kingdom, full of idols 
of all fizes, and for the moil part, of moA- 
flrous figures. It contributes to the wealth- 
and grandeur of Suratf, to which it is fubor- 
dinate, and its vicinity to Amadahat^ from 
which it is only about 150 miles dillant, makes 
it fhare the advantages of that great city^ 
which in magnitude and wealth is but little . 
inferior to the beft towns of Europe. In this' 
laft city the ^ff^/^ have a fadoryfor commerce. 
The country abounds in grain, cattle, cot- 
ton and filk. Cornelian and agate are found 
in its rivers ; of the former they make ringsi 
and feals, and of the latter cabinets, fome of 
which are of one entire ilone, except the lids. 
Mr. Hamilton fays, he has feen fonie of them< 
foarteen or fifteen inches ^wv^, ^tv^ t\^t or 
aiac deep, the value of twi]iDL>waxi^ y^ «« ^^'^ 
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Aerliiig* The natives are the bell embroiderers 
in India^ or perhaps in the whole world. 

Suratf fituated to the fouth on the pe- 
ninfuU of Indiay on the bank? of the river 
T^ta or Tafut is the next fea-port town of 
coniequence. The inhabitants are computed 
at 200,000 (bills, among whom are many 
Mahometans and Gentoost who are immenfely 
rich. There are here as many different re- 
Ueions as in Amfterdam ; that by law eflablifh- 
ed is Mabometijm^ of the fed of Alt* There 
are fome called Mufy^ who obferve the law of 
Mc/tSf as well as the Koran, but the Gentoos 
are the rood numerous, and are either mer-p 
chants^ bankers, brokers, accomptants, col-^ 
leAors, or furveyors ; but few of them are of 
any handicraft trade, except taylors and 
ba^rs. 

Siorat is one of the bed, the fined, the riched 
and greatsft marts, not only of the Mogul's 
country ; but of all the Indies, It was one of 
the firft ot^e£ts of European ambition. The 
fortmgue/e eftabliftied themf5lves there by force 
of arms in the year 1530 ; the Englijh followed 
them in 1609; the Dutch in 1616, and the 
fnnchvti 1665. All of them have contributed 
to embelliih a city, which was already edeemed 
the moft fplendid in all the country. Part of 
the ilreets is paved with porcelain, and fome 
lioofes are fronted with it. The boufes are 
^t on the top. The rich vie with each othec 
in their decorations. The farnAWiT^ ^ ^€vt 
9panaents is faperb^ and tVieu xa^L^Tix^^'WiW 
isHBcn even in the penthoufcs o£ xVv^vt nnvcv^^^ 
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Thefe conlift of feveral rows of fmall j 
joined together obliquely over the win 
and inlaid with mother of pearl, and the 
of - tortoifes, crocodiles, ^c. Thus the) 
off the heat of the fun, which is extreme 
by weakening the light, they render it 
agreeable by that mixture of colours, i 
is reflcdted by its rays. 

The fields about Surat are very fertile 

cept thofe towards the fea, which are fand 

barren. They have ' excellent beef,' mi 

and fowl daily expofed to fale in the 

Beef is about three farthings a pound. 

the bones are bought with the Heih, and i 

a penny with the bones taken out. Mutt 

thrqe half-pence a pound, large fowls arc 

for feven-pence half- penny a piece, and 

hares at four-pence each. They have 

plenty of wild-fowl ; but thofe who v 

have them mufl fhoot them. Their flamir 

are large and good : the pady-bird is alfo 

in its feafon, and the corn-bird is excel 

They have good partridges ; but the phea 

are bad. The wild-geefe, ducks and teal, 

plenty and good, and feveral forts of tu 

doves are both beautiful and well-tafted. 1 

have likewife plenty of wheat as good as 

in Eur ope f with fome peafe and French bej 

but neither oats nor barley. 

There are few or no fine buildings in 
city. The French have a little church 
the old Englijh faftory; bat though there 
uhovt an hundred different feds here, < 
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re no religioas difputes^ each being willing 

neighbour ihould worfhip God in that way 
believes^ will pleaie him bell. 
The MabwHttan women go always veiled 
en they appear abroad. Their garments 
ier bat Httle from thofe of the men. Their 
XAy which alfo ferve both fexes for ihirts, are 
fe-bodied ; the men's are gathered in plaits 
ow the naveU to make them appear long- 
ifted» and the women's are gathered a pretty 
y above, to make their waiils feem ihort. 
ey both wear breeches which reach to the 
lies. The men have only filver rings on 
ijr fingers, and generally but one for a ngnet. 
e women wear gold rings on their fingers, 
i fometimes one on the thumb, in whicl^ is 
a fmall looking-glafs ; they likewife often 
ir gold rings in their nofes and ears. On 

ot^er hand, the Gentoos permit their wo- 
Q to appear barefaced, and their legs are 
:ed to the knee. They wear gold or filver 
^Sy according to their ability, one in the 
e, and feveral fmall ones in holes bored 
nd the rim, with a large and heavy one in 

tip of each ear. They likewife wear rings 

their toes, and (hackles on their legs, of 
fe metals made hollow ; thefe contain glafs 
ds, in order to rattle when they walk, 
e men wear gold rings in their ears, and 
rn three or four in a duller hanging at the 
; fome have them alfo fet with* pearls, 
•"rom Surat to Daman, a town belonj^ing to 
crown of Portugal, at twenty-two leagues 
ance, are feveral rivers and n\]IV^^<&^ >0)xA^^ 
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the fnperintendancy of SttrdUm JDammt wn 
once a place of good trade ; but is at prefeiiC 
Tcdaced to poverty. It is fitoated on the fea- 
{hore at the mouth of a river, and is natarallf 
. very ftrong from its beiog forrounded by a 
deep niarfh ; it is alfo encompafled bv a good 
ftone wall. The town is Stbpot half a mile 
long and near as broad ; the buildings of the 
city are of ftone, and it has a large cathedral^ 
th^t may be feen at fea a confiderable diftance. 
There are two or three other churches, a coo- 
vent, a mona(lery« a nunnery, and an hoipitsL 
On the oppofite fide of the river is a cafik 
diHingmlhed by the name of St. SalvMbr$. 




C^ V 
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CHAP. III. 

Pimnfida ^ India on this Jlde the Ganees* 
Baiiaim, Salfett* Bombay, ChaaU Goa» 
Kingdom and City of Bifnagar, and tht 
' 4/ Carwar^ arar ^bich Mr, Hamilton 
lighted hy a T^ygir* The manner of Hunt- 
them. Of the Province of Canara, and 
Port of Onoar. Widows burnt on . the 
ral Pile of their Hujbands. The Englifli 
}oty at Batacola niaffacred. Of the Fac- 
r/ of Barceloar» Mangulore, Cannanor, 
licberry, and Calicut. Singular CuftQms 
he Maiabars ^with refpeH to Marriage^ 
the Kingdom and City of Cochin. Of 
engo, in the Kingdom of Attingo. Ob^ 
nation on the different Climates on the Coaft 
Malabar and Coromondel. A Defcrip^ 
of Trangobar, Fort St. David> Pondi- 
rry, Fort St. Thomas, Fort St. George, 
'ulipatan, the City of Golconda, and of 
Ri'uer Ganges, Fort William, Calcutta^ 
h the Kingdom and City of Bengal* 

^ Daman begins the Peninfula within the 
Ganges^ a vail country which nearly re- 
;s the figure of a cone reverfed. It it 
1 towards the eaft, ibatli and weft, by 
aters of the ocean ; and l\ve cowwx.i>) ^^ 
tsit Mogul bounds it to lYvc tvox\)ci. \x. 
±Cf torrid zone between ^^ '^^ ^^ 



mi 
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■ijjMjfji 21®. north latitude, extending from nort 

l-xtl foath 270 leagues, and ^m eaft to weft s 

Siir I greateit breadth 270 leagues, and its oui 

point is called Cape Comorin, Theexceffive! 
which reign in this country render th< 
lour of the inhabitants much darker than 
who live in Indoftan ; but with refpcdl to 
tiiity and riches, both countries are nearl; 
fame. This country is, however, more 
bratcd for its numerous harbours, and th( 
menfe commerce of the European nations. 
The wcftern coaft which extends from 
man to Cape Comorin^ is called the coal 
Malabar^ and the eadern fide, which begii 
that Cape, and ends at the Kingdom of O 
is the coaft of Coromandel and Golconda, 
ftall proceed along the wcftern coaft to 
cape, and then doubling it, proceed up 
«aftern fide up to the river Ganges, 

From Daman to Bajfaim is about eigl 

leagues along the fhore. The latter is a 

tified city belonging to the crown of F 

galy ftanding on a little ifland feparated \ 

the continent by a fmall rivulet. Its ^ 

are pretty high, and about two miles in 

cumference. In the middle of the city 

citadel : it has alfo three or four chun 

' with fome convents and monafteries, a coll 

9nd an hofpital. This is a place of f 

trade ; for moft of its riches lie dead in 

churches of the Portuguefe^ or in the hand 

indolent, 7a zy country c«vx\tm^\v, >nV^q l 

s^ay their days in e&, ipiv^^ ^Ti^\\i 

without /laving the lea& fee\vt\^ iot ^ 

^rty of itije reft of tlie peoi^\e. 
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about half a league diilance is the iHand 
^//y which is about 20 miles long, and 
tie places ten broad. The ifland is cut al- 
ii two by a narrow river, near the mouth 
ich is a fmall town called Verfnay that has 
e narrow harbour deep enough to receive 
of thcgreatefl: burthen. It has a fmall 
m ^rf nib, which are fold to the inland 
ries and villages, f 

Y^ct^ • an ifland belonging to the crown 
igland is the next place of confequence ; 
t IS the ifland of Elephanta remarkable for 
rrizing temple cut out of a rock. J: 
rther to the fouth is ChauU a town be- 
ig to the Portuguefey fituated on the iide 
i ver that -affords an harbour for fmall vef- 
The town is fortified, as is alfo an ifland 
t ibuth fide of the harbour. This was 
I place of great trade, particularly for fine 
)iidered quilts ; but it is now miferably 

Gng by fcveral inconfideraWe towns on 
oait, you come to Goa the metropolis of 
"ortuguefe dominions in Indiay fituated in an 
I about twelve miles long, and fi)c broad. 
J a fine fait water river, capable of re- 
ig fhips of the largefl fize, which lie 

lec a farther account of this ifland in Vol. 
88. 

cc a particular deftiip tion of Bombi^y with 
T of the port in Vol. ix. pag, %o, 
ee a defcription of this U\and,%;v.Tv<^^NWW ^\ 
fide of tha temple in Mr. Groffe's Vo^ag^e v^ 
^^^'^. Vol. ix. pag. ^6. . . ' 
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within a mile of the town. The banks of d)e 
river are adorned with noble ftradares» at- 
churches, caflles, and gentlemen's houfes ; but. 
the air of the city being reckoned unwholfofnc^ 
it is not well inhabited. The Viceroy's pa-, 
lace is a fine edifice within a piftol (hot of the 
riyer, over one of the city gates that opens inta 
a fpadotts noble flreet about half a mile lon^ 
terminated by a beautiful church called Mi)*', 
ricmrdia. There are indeed fo many churches, 
convents and chapels, that one h^f of theai> 
would be fufiicient for a much larger and bet- 
ter peopled city. Moft of thefe ib-udures are 
built and adorned on the in fide with aftoniib' 
ing magnificence. The King of Portugal hav- 
ing afligned revenues to all the churches, aad 
penfions to all the communities in propordoi 
to their numbers. The Jefuits alone had lately 
five houfes all very rich. 

Of all the churches in and aboat Gmt, none 
have glafs windows, except one in the city de- 
dicated to St. Alexander^ the reft have panes of 
tranfparent oyfler-fhells, as have likewife afl 
their lately houfes. There is here Hkewifen 
fine hofpital. Every church has afet of bells* 
fome of .which are continually ringing. The 
market-place, which ftands near the churcli 
Mifericordiai is about an acre fquare, and in it 
are fold moft things produced in that cotmtry ; 
and in the (hops about it may be had the pro* 
duce of Ettropey China, Bengal^ and other coun- 
tries of lefs note. The Viceroy generally it- 
fides at the powder-houfe^ about two miles be- 

loir 
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the city» oq account of fome fprings of 
:r, efleemed the belt in the ifland. 
he eUabliihed religion is that of the church 
9me, and here are its moil zealous bigots. 
y have here the court of inquifition> which 
eeds with the greatefl feverity againfl all 
m the mercilefs inqniiitors fufpe^ of being 
:y of herefy ; and yet their Indian converts 
ndulged in their abilaining from cows-flefh 
ccount of the peculiar veneration paid to 
bead by the Gentoos ; and thoug^h the fe- 
:y of the inqulHtion awes both the clergy 
the laiety, many Gentoos are fuiTered to 
II in the city, where they are tolerated on 
untof their being more indudrious than 
Fortuguefe Chrifiians ; but the mercantile 
of them are very fubjedl to- the infults of 
Fortuguefe ; for it is dangerous for them ei- 
to refufe their goods, or to aflc for their 
ey when it is due, for fear of a baftinado, 
fometimes worie confequences : this ren- 
the circulation of trade very inconi^r- 

'he clergy at Goa are very numerous and 
;rate> and a great burthen to the ftate. The 
or grand inquifitor is always a fecular 
ft, who pretends to have the fole right kA 
g earned in a palanquin, and has much 
B refpefl: paid him than the Archbiihop or 
Viceroy. His authority extends over all 
bns, laymen, and ecclefiaftics, except the 
iibifhop, his grand Vicar, who is always a 
op, the Viceroy, and the Governors who 
efent him ; but even thtfe \xt i&»i Cd:^^ \5^ 
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be arrefted, and begin their proceiles, after lie 
has informed the court of Portugal of the crimes 
laid to their charge. His palace, as well as that 
of the Viceroy, is very magnificent ; his houf- 
hold confifls of gentlemen, equerries, page;, 
footmen, and a great number of other domef- 
tics. The fecond inquiiitor is a Domimaut ; and 
the other officers called Deputies of the Holy 
Office, are taken from among the Domimcam^ 
jiuguftins^ and bareheaded Carmelites, The 
houfes of the Portugue/e are large, and their out- 
fides magnificent ; but within they are poorly 
furnifhed, and they keep i-ery mean tables. 
Captain Hamilton fays, that he has flood on a' 
little hill near the city, and counted near 80 
churches, convents, and monafleries, and he 
was informed that in the city and its diflrids* 
^hich flretched twenty miles along the coaft 
of the continent, and fifteen miles within 
land, there are no fewer than 30,000 Monks 
and churchmen who live idely and luxurioudy 
on the labour of the miferable laiety ; for herr 
^ij the tyranny and oppreifion of the domineerin; 

I'l clergy are infupportable, 

irj There grows in the ifland of Goa a very fi 

jj; gular vegetable, called the forrowful tree, \ 

j! caufe it flourifhcs only in the night. At fun-f 

po flowers are to be feen, and half an hour a 
it is quite full of them. They yield a fv 
fmcll, but lafl no longer than the fun be 
^' to iliinc on the tree ; then fome of them 

otF, and others dofe up •, ^t\d x.\v\^ tc>tvi 
the whole ycsiv. It is ivearXv ^^ W'g.c. 
J^ruae tree, .ind its leaves let^ravA^ v\W 
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cnrange. It is commocly planted in the courts 
of houses to kave the advantage of their fhade 
s&d fmelL 

The cotmtnr about Goa has little corn | 
lot produces fome excellent fruits, particularly 
the nango is reckoned the largeft and moil de- 
£ctous of any in the world ; their jambo ma- 
)acca is rery beautiful and plcafamt. The little 
trade they have is molUy for their arrack, which 
they dtftil from toddy of the cocoa- nut-tree,, 
which grows in great abundance in the terri- 
tories of Gtra. 

To the fouthward of the kingdom of Fi/a- 
fouvy, in which Goa is fituated, is the city of 
Narjht^y which others call Chandegri or Bi/na- 
gt^. This is the capital of the kingdom of 
Mtfnagar^ built on thefummit of a high moun- 
taiit. It is furrounded with a triple row of 
walls,, the laft of which is more than three 
leagaes in circuit. The Prince's palace is 
lofty^ fpacious, magnificent, and environed 
witk krge and deep ditches. None are fufFer- 
cd to enter the fortrefs without his exprcfs pcr- 
miffion. He allows Eutopeansy and other ftran- 
gers, to pafs fome days in the city in the qua- 
lity of travellers ; but none are permitted to fet- 
tle there for the fake of trade. Howevpr, ma- 
ay have.ftaid there long enough to inform us 
^at there is no place in the InMesy where juf- 
lice is (o impartially adminiflered. 

The King of Bifnagar takes the tfile of 
Kin^ of ILingBy and hulband o? ^ ^q>wW^ 
wires ; and has fometim^s BvaAe vi2lx XCi xsvwv- 
»at thcfe ndicuJous tiiU». He \i«L% mviVi ^^^", 
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tiiicd places ; but his cannon are not made 1 
ours ; they being formed of thick places of in 
joined together, and fixed with iron ho< 
like hoglheads. Every year he viflts his kii 
dom, and reviews his troops, who honour 1: 
as a God. H« can raife 100,000 infani 
^ I 30,000 cavalry, and 700 elephants. The 

habitants are Pagans and worship the fun 
particular, in honour of whom they hav( 
grand feftival every yrar. In the inland p 
of the kingdom are many cities ; but it wiU 
fulficient to mention Rajconde above Bifnag 
where is a mine oi the riched diamonds in 
the Indies ; Gandecot and BexotuKy famous 
the number, fingularity, and magnificence 
their pagods ; and many othei* places wl 
fields produce pepper, ginger, rhubarb, fu^ 
cocoa-nuts, palm-trees, and rice in abundai 
The next place of note is Carivarj wh 
has the advantage of a good harbour, and 
river capable of receiving (hips of 300 t 
burthen. The EngVtJh have a faftory here 1 
tified by two baftions, and fome cannon for 
defence. The valleys abound in corn and p 
per ; and the woods on the mountains ^ 
many forts of wild bead.-, as tygers, wol^ 
monkies, wild-hogs, deer, elks, and cows 
a prodigious fize. There are feveral fpecie 
the tyger, the largeft of which is lefs grecdj 
human flefh than the others. Mr. Ham. 
lays, that he was once here in the woods u 
his fhzee, when a fmaW t^iu Vi^^\>ttLva^ to £ 
damped hia powder, \wV\cV\ W2is oivX^"} n^tk^' 
in paper : his gunbcln^ ufe\&fe»\v.^ ^xixO« 
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foot pathy which led from the moan tains to 
le fa£kory ; but he had not gone far, when he 
pied a very large tyger in the fame path, with 
s face towards him. The tyger no (boner 
w him, than he iquatted with his belly to 
te ground, and wagging his tail, crawled 
owljr to meet him. Mr. Hamilton^ thinking 
in vain to fly, walked leifurly forward, till 
t came within ten yards of him, and then 
abbing his piece, made what noife he could 
> frighten him, on which the beaft ruftied into 

t&icket> and leaving the road free, Mr. Ha^ 
ihoH efcaped with no other harm, than being 
ery much terrified. 

The chief of the Englijh faflory is much ef- 
^med in the country, and when he goes a 
tttttiDg is generally accompanied bv moft of 
lie people of dilHn^ion in the neighbourhood, 
ttended by their fervants and vaflals well 
nned> and with trumpets, hautboys, and 
rums. The men with fire-arms place them- 
tlves at convenient diftances along the fkirts of 

hill or wood, and others are fent with loud 
iiufic to rouze the game, who fpread thcmfelves 
or a mile or two, and on a fignal given ftrike 
ip at once, and march towards the fkirts of 
he wood or hill where the mufketeers are 
ilaced. The wild inhabitants aftonifhed at 
he nnufual noife, fly before the mufic and fall 
nto the ambufcade, when many of them are 
:i1Ied. Mr. Hamilton was prefent at one o€ 
hefe huntings, when a dozen o^ ^ew >n^\^ 
'€>r/ be/ides two wild cows, v/\t\v X.\vfi\T csSNn^'s.^ 
io would notieav^ their dead paxtxvv^*^^ 
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they had done fucking, and foor or fir« 
that had above a dozen of pig$* we 
killed. 

Farther to the fouth is ^e province o 
nara^ which has feveral cuftoms pec4iliai 
felf. Its moil northerly port is Pnsar<, 
has a river deep enough for (hips of t 

SCO tons, and it has an ancient cadle on 
ill built by the Portugueje^ when they 
Lords of the coaid of IneUa \ but the Ra 
Canara blocked them up in the callli 
hunger forced them to furrender, Th< 
blifhed religion is the Pagan, and there i 
a temple annually vifited by great numt 
pilgrims. The image is ibmetimes can 
proceifion. This idol, which rather refc 
a monkey than a man, is put into a vehi 
the form of a tower, in which are alfo ei 
ten priefts employed in Ringing \a% p 
This vehicle has ibur wheels, and is < 
with a thick rope through the Greets, 
number of people, attended by a great j 
This is faid to be the country in whic 
cuftom of burning widows was firil inti 
ed, and where it is iiill pradlifed, Mr. Hi 
fays, that he faw it performed feveral 
They dig a pit about ten feet long ac: 
broad, which they fill with logs of wood, 
great piece is fet at the brimy ready p 
down on pulling a cord. When all is i 
'a ^reat quantity of oil or butter is thro^ 
the wood, and the corpfe oftVi^Wftjaud 
^d about the middle of t\ve yWe, ^xi^ fe 
Aoj- fet to it, it is inftauily m a. \>\^« 
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iking her leave of all her friends, the 
umpets, and hautboys flrike up, 
dng two or three times round the 
*aps in upon the corpfe. 

parts they uie no ^its ; but a pile 
he corpfe is laid on it ; aitd the vic- 
ig round it for fome ttme» to the 
»ud mufiCy leaps in ; and, if ihe he^ 
r prieils pu(h her in with long poles, 
ch an hideous noife that (he cannot 
and all the while ihe is burning, 

dance round the £re. I heard a 
Mr. Hamiltofiy of a lady who had 
IdrelTes from a gentleman, that af- 
eferted her, and (he was obliged by 
IS to marry another, who dying foon 
arriage, (he was, according to cuf- 

laid on the pile. The fire being 
d, (he was going to adl the tragedy 
when (he obferved her former ad- 
l beckoned him to come to her. 
:ame, (he took him in her arms, as 
1 mind to embrace him, and being 
.an he, rufhed with him into the 
ere they were both confumed with 
Df her hufband. 

ngenious Author of great reputati- 
totice * that there are none of the al- 
te number of travellers who have 
ugh Irniiay who do not mention the 

cullom of the women publicklx 
fmicrJves at the deaO^ oi x^asivt V\x^- 
;w hiitory of the Eajk Indict ^tvtiveivx 

Vo/. I.pag.^4^ ^^^, 
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bands, in fpite of the Mogul Mahometans^ y 
bave eAdeavoured to abojifh this barbaroas 
remony, Mtmdejk^ a traveller of great \t\ 
ing and veracity, was prefent at one of tl 
funeral rites at Camhaya^ and fpeaks o 
thus: *' \ young woman twenty years of 
** having been informed that her fpouie 
^' died at 200 leagues diflance, refolved tc 
*•' lebrate his obfequies by burning herieli 
•• live. In vain was it reprefented to her, 
•' the news- was uncertain ; nothing was 
<* pable of making her change the refolo 
" Ihe had taken. We faw her arrive at 
** place of her fuffering with fo iextraordii 
** a gaiety and confidence, that I was perfi 
'* ed (he had ftupified her fenies with opi 
*^ which is commonly ufed in the Indies, 
*' the head of the retinue which aceompa: 
'* her, was a band of the country mufic, c 
** pofed of hautboys and kettledrums. / 
<' that came (everal married women and ras 
*' iinging and dancing before the widow, 
" was drefTed in her richeft cloaths, and 
** her neck, fino:ers, arms and legs, loj 
•* with rich jewels and bracelets. A troc 
** me^n, women and children followed, 
*' clofed the proceffion. She had walhed he 
" befoire in the river, that fhe might join 
** hulblind without any defiUment Or fi 
** The funeral pile was made of apricot w 
** wiih which they had mixed branches of 
*' dal and cinnamon. S\\e V\v^\^ '\x. €w 
'* far with an eye of c^utem^x., ^tv^^'^y* 
'' ^d ft without being dvaui\>eA» %wt^^ 
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" of her friends and relations, and difirlbut- 
'< ed her ornaments amongft them. I kept 
" myfelf near her on horfeback, along with 
'^ two EngUjb merchants. Judging, perhaps, 
'* by my countenance that I was forry for her, 
^* to comfort me, (he threw me one of her 
'• bracelets, which I luckily catched hold of. 
'• When Ihe was feated on the top of the pile, 
" they iet fire to it, and ihe poured on her 
" head a veflel of fweet-fmelhng o 1, which 
^* the Hame immediately feized on : thus 
** ihe was ftifled in a moment, without 
'• being obferved to alter her countenance. 
'* Some of the affiftants threw in feveral crui- 
^* /es of oil to encreafe the fire, and filled the 
'* air with frightful cries. When (he was en. 
'< tirely confumed, her afhes were thrown into 
' the rirer." 

It is generally faid, that this barbarous cuf- 
tom was introduced by the Indians to put a (lop 
to the cruelty of their wives, who from jea- 
loofy frequently poifoned their hu (bands. Mr. 
Gn/e^ * however maintains that this opinion is 
an over refinement of conjecture, as falfe as it 
11 injarious to the women of the. country, no 
fach pra£iice being either atteded by credible 
tradition, or warranted by the behaviour of the 
other ImiiaH women not fubjeded to this cuf- 
tom, and who are generally too (oft and tender 
to incur even the fu picion of fuch deteftable 
barbarity. He rather attributes it to the ^x^v- 
fices of the Bramins, and t\ve dte2A^\3\ ^c^>n^^ 

* ^^ bis voyage to the Eafi Indies^ ^^%- ^i^^- 
G 2 
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of a religious phrenzy ; and Mr. MandeJIo ob- 
ferves, that they have always had the precau- 
tion to animate their courage by aiTuring them, 
that thofe who have the noble generofity to fa- 
criHce themfelves to the manes of their huf- 
bands, fhall live with them in the other world, 
feven times as long, and with feven times the 
pleafure they have done in this. 

There are, however, fome faint-hearted girls 
who have not the courage to accompany their 
fpoufes into an unknown world ; but rather 
chufe to live in this, though under the badge of 
ny and fhame. 

The country of Canara is generally govern- 
ed by a Queen, who keeps her court at a town 
called Baydour^ two days journey from the fea. 
She may marry whom (he pleafes ; but her 
hulband never gets the title of Rajah, though 
if fhe has fons, the eldeil of them does : bat 
neither the hulband nor the fons have any thing 
to do with the management of the government, 
while fhe lives : nor are the Queens obliged 
to burn themfelves with their deceafed huf- 
bands. 

The people here obferve the laws fo well, 
that robbery or murder are hardly ever heard 
of among them, and a ih-anger may pafs with 
the utmoft fafety through the country. No man , 
is permitted to ride on a horfe, a mule, or an* { 
elephant, except officers of ftate, and foldi- 
ers ; but others are allowed to ride on bu^- ' 
siloes and oxen : nor noiv^ ^i^ ^wnvltted to j 
Jiave umbrellas carried over OcvtmV^ ^«n^sv\&v 
but if the fan or rain offends x\v^m, <Jfik^^mx!&. 
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them themfelves. But in all other things 
enjoy liberty. 

le next fea-port to che ibuthward ofOnoar^ 
tacola^^hicti has the remains of a very large 
that (lands on a Anall river> about four 
from the fea : but there is nothing worth 
% except ten or eleven fmall pagods or tem- 
covered with copper or (lone. The country 
ices good quanaties of pepper, and the 
Ih company had a fadorv there : but, a- 
the year 1670, an Englijh (hip coming 
to trade, had a fine Englijh bull-dog, 
!i the chief of the fadlory begged of the 
lin. After the (hip was gone, the fadlo- 
/hichconfifted of eighteen perfons, going 
iting, took the bull-dog with them ; and 
g through the town, the dog feized a cow 
;ed to a pagod, and killed her. The 
8 enraged at this profanation, raifed a 
to revenge the facred animal, who mur- 
. the whole fadory ; but fome natives, 
were friends to the Englijh^ made a large 
', and buried them all in it. The chief 
c Englijh faftory of Car-war ^ afterwards 
I flone to be put over the grave, with ao 
ption, that This is the Burial place of John 
ivith feveateen other Englifhmen, njuho ^wcre 
ced to the fury of a mad priefthood^ and en- 
mob. The Englijh never fettled there a- 
; but often call there to buy pepper, 
le next town to the fouthward of Bata^ 
is Barceloar, which ftands oil x\v^ W^% 
^road river about four mWes &otcv ^^^'t'x- 
Wr^ hsLve a fa<^ory here oiv\n \o ^^^a^i ''^^ 
G 3 xxc 
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lice for the MaJahar coaft, about five mitei 
from the river's mouth. The Fwrtuguefe alio 
ret Aippiies of rice here for Goa^ and bring 
Dack in return, horfes, dates, pearls, and other 
merchandize of the produce of Arabia. To 
the fouthward of Mangukre is a road leading 
to that town eight or ten miles long» planted 
with four rows of large trees, which all the 
way afford the traveller an agreeable fliade, 
and in feveral places are huts where fome oM 
people (lay in the day time, with jars of fine 
clear water, for the pafTengers t<y^^|)k gratis 
at the charge of the flate. \^ 

Mangulort is the greateft mart for trade in all 
the Canara dominions. The Porfuguffi have a 
faftory for rice here, acd a pretty large charch ; 
but both the priefls and the laiety are very de- 
bauched. The town is poorly built, and is 
only defended by two fmall forts. The fields 
annually bear two crops of corn in the plains; 
and the higher grounds produce pepper, bede- ■ 
nut, and iandal-wood. « 

Malabar is a pretty large country, divided 
into many principalities. It produces little 
corn ; bat has a great number of cocoa-nat and 
areca trees, of the fruit of which the inhabi- 
tants make great advantage. The woods pro- 
duce feveral forts of timber, and a variety of 
drugs ; they are alfo well ftored with game. 

Cananofy a town in this country, rormcriy 

belonged to the crown of Portvgal i but in 

1660 the Dutch took tVve ^otx, wvd having 

sidded a larjre cnrtam NV\tVv wo lo^a^V^Wk, 

Ainoli/hed the toNvn, ^^^ ^^ ^"^"-S 



'8 of the fort, they carry on a fmall trade 

Hcberry is a town fitaated ^rther to the 
where the EngUjh Eaft- India company 
a fa^ory pretty well fortified with done 
and cannon. The town Hands at the 
of the fort, and is furrouqded with a 
wall. The eftablifhed religion of the 
ry is Paganifm ; but there are a few 
Chriftiatts that live under the protedion 
I fa^ory, and feme of them ferve for 
rs ip^e garrifon. 

jrVir/l|(irf)e capital of a coniiderable King- 
Mi the coaft of Malabar j the Sovereign of 
I takes the title of Zamorin, which in 
mguage figniftcs Emperor*. This citv 
I to be three leagues in circait, thongn 
not (unrounded with walls ; it is fuppofed 
»ntain 6000 houfes, mod of which are 
d by themfelves, and at a fafficient 
tce from one another to have a garden*, 
•rchant may purchafe a houfe for twenty 
18, and thofe for the common people coil 
two. * ris true, they are only built of 
pieces of earth cut in fquares, and dried 
e fun, and are no more than (even or 
feet high : but the Prince has a palace 

lee an account of the difcovcry of this coun- 
• the Portugueje Admiral De Coma, and of the 
tice granted him by the Zamorin, Vol. VIII. 
19. and of De CahraVi fct^ilvtv^ ^ ^-iSvaxx 
which was /bop after 3LtucV.td> No\.NW\- 
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built of ftone. He is reckoned the moi 
fill Sovereign on the coaft of Malm 
can bring an hundred thoufand men 
field, though his dominions do not 
above zz leagues along the coaft, and 
30 or 40 leagues to the mountains^ 

When the Zamorin marries, he i 
cohabit with his bride till the Nambi 
chief Prieft has enjoyed her ; for wh 
priei!: receives 500 crowns, and if he 
he may have her company three nigl 
caufe the fruits of her nuptials muft be 
oblation to the God ihe worihips. Th 
or Nobles who marry a maid are fo conr 
as to pay the clergy for the fame favour 
But this is not the only fingular cuil< 
refpefk to marriage. The daughters 
Naires may marry feven, and fome fa] 
hufbands ; but they muft be all of tl 
catt or tribe, under the pain of degr 
if ihe marries into a lower tribe. ) 
woman is married to the firft of her h 
ihe has an houfe built for her convenier 
that hufband cohabits with her till 1} 
a fecond, or fo many as fhe is prefer; 
law. The hufbands agree very we 
they cohabit with her in turn, accor 
their priority of marriage, each eight 
days, or as they can fix the term amoni 
(elves ; and he who lives with her, dur 
time, provides for her fupport. W] 
man who cohabits with her ^oesitvto he 
Ae leaves his arms at tl:\e di>0T, sitv^i is 
remove them, or cDter i\ie Yiout^ o^ 



ofthi East Indies., 69 

ith ; but if there are no arms to guard the 
sfy any acquaintance may freely vifit her. 
I the time* of cohabitation, (he ferves her 
(baad as purveyor and cook ; ihe alfo takes 
e to keep his cloaths and arms clean. When 
proves^with child, ihe nominates its father, 

takes care of its education, after ihe hat 
kled it, and taught it to walk and fpeak : 
: from the impoilibility of ailigning the true 
r, the eilates of the hu (bands defccnd to 
ir fiiters children, and if there are none, to 
! neareil in blood to the grandmother. 

This account, however improbable it may 
)ear, is mentioned by feveral good Authors : 
celebrated Baron de Montefquieu treating of 

1 cu(U>m, accounts for its origin thus : * 
The Naires are the tribe of Nobles, who 
ire the ifoldiers of all thofe nations. la 
Europe foldiers are forbid to marry : in Ma- 
^abar^ where the climate requires greater in- 
lulgence, they are fatisfied with rendering 
marriage as little burthenfome as poiTible ; 
:hcy give a wife amongil many men, which 
:on{equently diminiihes the attachment to a 
family, and the cares of houfekeeping, and 
eaves them in the free poiTeiTion of a mili- 
ary fpirit." 

^Mlicut is a plain level country, well watered, 

abounding in pepper and gineer. The 

lijh company were formerly fo wclTrefpefted 

*, that if any debtor went into their fac- 

* TT^eSfirit of Laivs, Vo\. \. ^^%'t -Xj^^-v, 
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tory for prote^on, none duril prefuine 
there to diftarb them. This fadory is 
removed to Tellicherry, 

Still farther to the footh is tht Kingdi 
Cochin *, where the Dutch have a fmall fi 
Crattganore on the bank of a large riv 
about a league diftant from the fea. Th 
Europeans that fettled in Cochin were the . 
' l^fiy ^ho bnUt ^ fine city on the fide 
river, which (lands fo pleafantly, that 
)iad a common faying, '< That Chirki ' 
•* plate to get money in, and Cochin to 
•* It :" for the great number of canals 
by the rivers and iflands afford the diverd 
£fhing and fowling; and the mountain 
well ftored with game. This city was' 
by the Dutch in 1660, who (till continue ir 
of the place, and have fuch authority, th 
King of Cochin may be confidered as 
rafTal. 

There is here a place on the fide of a 
called HelPs Mouth, This is a cave about 
yards broad and th^ee high, hewn o 
a fpungy iron-coloured rock. Captain / 
ton went into it with a lanthom, and ] 
firait forward near two hundred yards ; 
faw no end to it. It is inhabited by { 
and bats, who were frighted by the light 
the Captain, as well as thofe who atti 
him, being tired of their company, the; 

* See sin account of this country in De Ci 
^-^<, VoL VIII. page %i. wvd ComnwdftT 
j^^wf/'/ys tq)/aget Vol. IX. ^^^^ lOS- 
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tamed back. There is no tradition of the 
lefign for which it was made. 

CeiUoiloMt and Coiloan, sure two fmaU Prin- 
dpalitiesy in each of which the Dutch have a 
lore. 

At Erwa^ two leagues to the fouthward of 
CciUattf the Danes have a (mail fadlory on 
tiie fea iide ; but it has a very inconiiderable 
trade. 

Two leagues farther to the fonth is jiujengo^ 
a fore bnilt by the Englijh on a Tandy founda- 
tion, and naturally fbrtiHed by the fea on one 
fide, and a little river on the other ; bat there 
is not a drop of water fit for drinking to be 
had within a league of it. It is in the domi- 
nions of the Queen of AttingOy who is an he- 
reditary Sovereign. By the conftitution of the 
country, it is to be always governed by a 
Queen, who is not to marry ; but that heireffes 
of her blood may not be wanting, fhe may 
chafe whom, and as many as (he pleafes to ad-/ 
mic to the honour of her bed. The handfomeft 
young men about the court generally compofe 
iier feraglio. The Tons are in the rank of no- 
biiity, and the daughters alone can pretend to 
thefucceffion. 

From fuch ftrange cudoms, fays an ingenious 
Author, it might naturally be concluded that the 
Inhabitants w Malabar are as ignorant as the 
(avages oi America, Yet this is far from being 
the cafe. The Malahars have, in getvtitil, %. 
politene/j of behaviour, and a (tvrt^^v\<A^ vc^ 
difccrning their own intereil, wYi\c\i Ocv^fe "^i^^ 
f^ or treat with them arc Cure to cx\^^^«.^^.^' 
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Like moft of the Orientals, they are gf 
know perfeflly how to keep up their digi 
and diltruft all verbofenefs in their public an 
A King of Tranmncore^ on two Ambailli 
being fent him by the Naick of Madur, 
neighbouring Prince, and one of them ha^ 
made a prolix fpeech, and the other begini 
to pro<;eed where the other had left off, 
flercly admoniflied him in thefe words, ** 
*< not be long ; life is fhort." 

Moft of the Malabars^ of both fexes, 
particularly fond of having their «ars li 
almoft a^ low as their (houlders, whicl 
done while they are young, by boring the lo 
and introducing into them a, flip of a b 
tree-leaf rolled up, and renewed in propor 
as the hole grows wider. When greatly ftrc 
cd, they adorn them with heavy pendants, 
in the upper part (lick jewels of value, aco 
ing to their circutnflances. 

Twelve leagues farther to the fouth is TV^ 
patam^ where i^t. Dutch have another fa£l 
This country extends to Cape Comarin^ an 
bounded on the eafl by the mountains of G 
which run about 30 leagues from the (ea t 
the whole extent of Malahar^ and in a mai 
weakened, they therefore fufpended all ad 
feparate two worlds ; for all our travellers a; 
in relating a circumilance of thefe mounts 
which experience alone could haveinforroedti 
of, they ifeparate has two fcafons entirely difit 
Bt the f&me time. NW'mlei Vje^vck^ c^yv tKe c 
^i Malabar about t\iC end 0^ 7"''*> '^i^-'^^V 
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d which blows from the fea, and rages 
»nths along die coaft» from Diu to Cape 
. The Tea ii then no longer navigable, 
re are few harbours where the flups can 
fafety from the ftorms, attended with 
thunder and lightning, which prevail 
fetfon. Yet at the fame time on the 
Coromatu/el, which bounds the penin- 
the eaft, there is an agreeable fpring, 
! fineft fe&fon of the year. Thus when 
joy the iereneft weather at Mafulipatan^ 
and iu neighbourhood they feel all 
ours of the winter except froft. The 
appens at Memgaior and Meiiafour^ Ca" 
nd PondUherry^ and even at Coulan and 
i>, which are only thirty leagues dif- 
Thofe who travel by land from one 
I the other, difcover from the |top of 
Is of GtfTf , on the one fide a ferene and 
ate air, and on the other a country 
L with tempers and drowned with rains, 
at the end of OStober^ the winter ceafes 
coaft of MalmtoTt and almoft generally 
bout the Indies^ even in the kingdoms 
ta and BengaJ, and begins on the coaft 
mandelf where it lads four whole months, 
in the reft of the country the heavens 
»e, and the earth pours fourth its beau* 
i riches in the greateft plenty, 
the fouth of Cape Comorin is a ftivight 
n it and the iAand of Ccylon^^ famoui 

aparficu/ar account of tVi\«\ v^V^xvii, -^Vvc^r 
\ to the Dutch, in vol. IX. ^a^t ii^-i.^^ 
XVL H 
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for At fiflieiy. whtrt wre cawht the ineft peidi 
in the AmiEw. We fliall pa£ by feveial ikull 
^dories on the Ca|>e foelongmg to the Jhichi 
tnd (haD only oSifenre, that aboat the middb 
of the fimdbt isafindl ifland named Mojuuht^ 
which the Dutch Company have fortified, and 
made ufe of at a prifon for the Mum Princo 
who hare the misfbrtane to diipleafe them. 

The firft place that prefents itfelf 6n leaving 
the ftreight, is N^aj^tM. When the Partus 
gu^ firft fettled in the Imtiiff it was only « 
imall villa^t of which they made a liery con- 
fiderable aty, and funoanded it with walls and 
a ditch. It had many fine chniches, and a 
college for the jefuits : bnt after having kept 
it about fixty years, the Dxteh took it fran 
them in 1658, by the affiftance of the Kin|; of 
langeoTn The conntry aboat it is fnll ofpa* 
gods, feme richly adorned, bnt withoot taAei 
and others filthy and ill built : all of them are 
full of horrible ngnres, which the poor miftaken 
natives worihip as fi;ods. 

From hence fteenng farther to the north, yot | 
come to Trdifigolfarf a large city belonging t» I 
the Dmcs^ fortified by a caftle and dtadeL It ' 
has one CathUcf and three Prote/i^tu ch archer 
a mofque, and Bvc large pagods. The King 
of Denmark maintains Frotefiant Miffionaries ; 
here. ^ j 

The next place of confequence is Fwt St , Dm- ' 
^/W^ a colony and fortrefs belonging to the £»• 
^//)^. The fort is pretty l^ton^, ^ixvA its terri- 
torlcs extend eight miles aYotig xVt fttfit^, ^^^ 
Aur miles within the land- T\v^ coxxTi'trf S^ 
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mt, fertile^ and wttered by fcveral finall 

. The Company luve a good garden, 

immer hoaie^ where the Governor gene. 

refides, and the town hat gardens to moft 

e hoofes. The place ia fnbordinate to f^n 

eorgi. 

tdicbirtyt the next place of note on this 

is about five leagues to the northward of 
Su Dak>id. It was taken by the Dutch in 
r bat reftored to the Frmcb at the peace of 
n<» According to the lateft compuution, 

were reckonel in Pomlicbirry before the 
at war, 120,000 inhabiunts, Cbrijtimu^ 
metanit and GttUoos. The city has ievcrai 
: magazines, fix ^tes, a citadel, eleven 
or baftions, 40c pieces of cannon mounted 

the walls, bendes, bombs, mortars, and 

pieces of artillery in the arfenal. The 
s are ftraight, and the houfes of the Eun-^ 
built of brick in the Rtman fafhion ; bat 
one ftory high. Thofe of the Indians^ 
nly of earth mixed with lime, made of 
led oyfter-fliells, and form ftraight ftreets 
/oid of beauty. They have fine avenoes 
ees, in the (hade of which the weavers 
: their cotton ftuffs. The Governor's is 
iiincipal houfe. Towards the weft are the 
pany's gardens, in which are viftos of a 
t length, with a large building richly fur- 
;d» wl«*re Ambailadors from Indian Princes 
lodgetd. The Jefuits have a fine coUe^^ 
/hich youth are taught readiiv^, "wrvXYw^^ 
he mathematics, botno\aun. *X\A.t&^^^ 
hae convents, and two p%M^« ^^"^ "^^ 
Hz 
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ufe of die Gentoosy who are poor and in< 
tigably laborioos, thoagb, in reality, the 
the only ibarce of the riches ^f the dt) 
country. The Governor General of the ( 
pany, has twelve horfe gnvds cloathed in 
let, with black facings and a border of g 
their Captain' is cloathed in the iame nuu 
bnt with lace on the borders and Teams, 
has alfo 300 foot guards, called pions. 
retinue attends the Governor when he rec 
a King, a Prince, or an Ambailador Ext 
dinary, on which oc'cafion he is carried b 
men on a palanquin, the couch and canoj 
which are adorned with embroiderv and t 
of gold« The Company maintain alfo a C 
mandant of the infantry, a Major, three t 
panies of French infiintjy, and between tw< 
three hundred topafes, who are people oi 
country, cloathed and difciplin^ m the F 
manner ; and who have been inftrudted in 
Catholic religion. The Company, as S 
reigns oi Pondicberry, and its dependan 
have the privilege of coining money, 
city lies about forty or fifty rathoms from 
fea, which is here only a road, and (hips I: 
unable to approach nearer to the fhore thai 
diftance of a league, goods are broueht : 
them in boats, which is a very great defe^ 
a dty that enjoys many advantages. Li 
coiis almoft, nothing ; for butcher's ineat, 
fowl, and fifh are exceedbg good, and extb 
lycbesip. 
The next place of confccpwict \^ Port ^t 
«!«^# fulQe&, to Fortuial. tV^ civj >m 
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the bed trade of any place on the coail 
romandel; but the Engiij^ {cttling n Fort 
t^^f were the caufe of its ruin. 
Fort St. George, or Madrafs, we have al- 
given an account in a former volume*. 
Eaft India Company now enjoys extraor- 
y advantages here from the favour of the 
tby and the conquefl of all the French fettle- 
s txt^ftPondicberfy, obtained by the heroic 
ay of General CU've, and the valour of 
^ritijb navy. 

om thence the Dutch are maAers of the 
r coaft, as far as Mafulipatan. They have 
tory at Paliacaie, to which they have given 
lame of Gutldres, and have a confiderable 
: there as well as at Pottapouli. 
afuUfatan is iituated at the mouth of the 
Crifna^ and has drawn merchants from all 
o^Ewrohe to get the painted callicoes ma- 
ftnred tnere, which are more efteemed than 
Dthers of the Indies. But notwithfianding 
[Teat trade, the cit^ is ill built,, though 
populous. What is related of the heats 
here is almoft incredible. Annually in the 
th of Aftf^y che well wind blows during fe- 
ar eight hours a day, the heat of which ex- 
s that of the fcorching rayi of the fun, and 
ables that felt when one approaches near 
ou(e in flames, if* ho' their chambers are 
:ly fhtttup, the wood of the chairs, ubles 

>tftf vol. IX. p. 93, 94, 9 5, in N«V\cVw x5c«.x^ v^ 
ncMt Mad diltind view of Fort St.GcQT^e 'i^^'W 

H » 
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and wainfcotting are fo heated, that they ait 
obliged to throw water upon them continaallj : 
but the rains which fall plentifally at the end 
of fummer, lay the whole country under water, 
and the inhabitants receive the fame benefit 
that the Egyptians do from the inundmons of 
the Nile : for they fow their lands, thus pre- 
parcd» with rice and other grain, without ex- 
pelling any more rain for eight months. In iH 
that ttme the trees are green, and alternately 
loaded with ripe fruits. They have two har- 
veds of rice ; and there are lands which are 
reaped three times a year. This plenty, to- 
gether with the fuperftition of the inhabitants, 
moft of whom eat nothing that has life, renden 
every thing cheap. Eight fowls are fold at 
fourteen fols, a iheep at eleven, and every thing 
elfe in proportion. All thefe things are ftiS 
cheaper without the city. 

The kingdom of Golcendui whofe principal 
harbour is Mafidipatan^ extends from the golpb 
of Bengal to the kingdom of Vifapowr^ and from 
north to fouth contained almoil all the penin- 
fula from the northern extremity of Orixa^ to 
Cape Comorin ; but is now fubjed to the Mo- 
gul, And is governed by Princes tribute to 
that Emperor. 

The city of Golconday which gives name to 

the kingdom, is now two leagues in circuit. 

Its walls are built of hewn done three feet 

fqustre, and funoundcd wllVi dee^ ditches, di- 

vided into feveral batons ot ^oti^^, ^\«t<;>&A 

|^^af-ris daily renewed. ItWfeNtt^^^^'^ 

mofqucs, in which are die votnb^ o^ vV^'^xi^^ 
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o&d their families. The Nabob or Prince is of 

the MabomttoH religion, as are alfo a great pare 

of his fabjedsy whence the Pagan temples in 

the country are not filled with fuch monftrous 

fieuresy as in other parts of the peninfala. The 

mines of gold, diamonds, faphires and other 

precious ftones in this kingdom, have filled the 

palace with immence riches. But if any dia- 

moad is found above a certain bignefs, the 

Nabob is obliged to have it cut fecretly, left 

it Ihould be demanded by the Great Mogul. 

There are feveral towns of fmali confequence 
between Mufidipattm and the Ganges, This ri- 
ver, which was the utmofl bounds of the con- 
quefts of Alexandtr the Great, is much revered 
by the Indians^ from the opinion that its waters 
efface all the (pots of fin ; whence they go in 
Crowds from the remoteft parts of the country 
to wafh in its ftream. Nothing is more childifh 
than the fables related by the Brachman's of 
its foarce ; which they reprefent as in heaven, 
and pretend that it falls from thence to the 
earth : the Mogul himfelf drinks no other wa- 
ter ; but foreigners pretend that it is very un- 
wholefome, and that it cannot be drank unlefs 
it be firfl boiled. On its banks are a great 
number of fuperb pagods, fome of which arc 
immenfely rich : but what renders this river 
really valuable, is that it wafhes down gold in 
its fand ; that it is placed in the firft rank of 
thofe rivers that produce precious Ibones, and 
that the gulph of Bengal^ iivto wVi\tVL \\. ^vS.- 
charges Itfelf, abounds in ptat\« ^tv^l \t\^^ 
ofgrcsiC value. 
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! Up the river Hugbfy^ which is A branc 

i the Gmmges^ is Fmrt fflSumh *' place of c 

derable trade^ belonging to the EngH/^, 
u fitnated on die m^ unhealthy fpot ix 
{ whole river; and is built without order» 

ji jyone originally taking in what ground 

!| pleafed him for gardening, fo that in t 

A places yon mnft pafs through a garden inti 

V houfe ; thofe of the EagUfi are built nea 

j' liver's fide» and thofe of the natives withii 

L land. Fort William is an irregular tetrag« 

|j a compofidon called puekalff wldtk is a mu 

E of brick dntl, lime* snola£es, and cut 1 

well mixed toeeth^r* which on its drying, 
. comes as hard as brick or even flone. A 

7C £fty yards from this fort, ftands the chi 

%. built by the merchants re/iding there, am 

,^ contributions of the fea officers. The G< 

W, nor's houft is, according to Mr. Hamihen 

[| beft and moft regular piece of architedu 

S[: ever iaw in India. Within the fort are alio i 

convenient lodgings for ^dlors and wr 

fiorehoufes for the Company's goods, and 
^. gazines for their ammunition. 

The town has likewiie an hofpital, and 

it is a garden that fumifhes the Governor's 

with fruit and herbage; and within it are 

•fifh-ponds. 

Moft of the. inhabiunts that make any 

rable figure,: have .the fame advantages. 

forts of proviifions, as well as cloathing, 

plena fah good and cVieap. Oii xVvt ^x\« 

. of the river Arc docks toi teip^vKi^x^ 
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and a pretty good garden l>elonging 

inedom di Bengal m which Fort William 
d) IS well known by its giving its name 
eateil gulph of Afia^ which feparates 
peninfulas of the InSes. This king- 
ear 250 leagnes from eafl to weft» and 
ered as the mod fertile in all the Indies 
filky fruits, faltpetre, gum-lac, wax, 
nnm, pepper and rice, with all which 
ities it fnrniihes the mod diflant pro- 
The country is cut thro' with nume- 
als, which ferve both to water it, and 
! the tranfporting of merchandize. On 
iks are manv towns and Tillages ex- 
well peopled, and great fields of rice, 
id wheat, which lad is much larger 
It ofEurt^e; three or four kinds of 
Ifo citrons, oranges, and a great quan- 
fmall mulberry- trees for the nourifh- 
iilk-worms. It is chiefly in this coun- 
he rhinoceros and muik are to be found, 
fined canes brought into Eurafet come 
) kingdom. 

upon the weftem bank of the Ganges^ 
It 20 leagues from the fea, has become 
lous fince the Dutch have edablifhed 
'es there. This is next to J3ata*via, their 
ifiderable fadlory, and where they have 
ted trade. The French Company have 
a fadlory there. They bring from 
everal {oTt$ of mudins ; acid ^\tct^ ^c^t 
biefs of (ilk and couon. Ytom Bacav, 
oli wcitern mouth of iYkt famt "^'^^w 
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come die bell and fincft Indian embroideries lA 
gold, diver or filk ; embroidered neck-dotb 
and fine maflins. Chaudemaeor and Chittntat 
in the neighbourhood of Ou^hy are ftill famous 
for their commerce, and moit of the Europian 
nations have fadlories efiablilhed there. Saimd- 
pour to the north of Bengal^ if not lefs impor- 
tant on account of its diamonds, which are found} 
not as in other pLices, in the bowels of the 
earth ; but in the fands of the river GoutU 
which they carefully fearch after the month of 
Yebruary^ when the waters are low. They be- 
gin their fearch at the town of Saum^f^ur^ and 
carry it up to the mountains, whence the Goad 
has its fource : a fpace of about 50 leigae«. | 
In this work 8 or 10,000 perfons are employed* 
From thence come thofe fine fmali diamonds 
tailed genuine fparks : but ftones above a cer« 
tain fize are feldom found. 

The capital of the province of Bmgaly bears 
the (ame name, and is a city built upon a moan- 
tain, whence they carry on a trade in diamonds 
and other jewels. There is a church there de- 
dicated to St. Thomas, and a fine palace. Its 
principal cities are Mantipour on the GmigiSf and 
Jagarnat, on the fea fide. In the latter is a 
famous Gentoo temple, in which there are idols 
reprefenting the god Refora, with his wife, his 
brother, and his ii&er. The ilatue of Refird 
is entirely of gold and jewels, that .of his wift 
of gold without ornaments, and the other two 
of /kndal wood. This tem^^le has revenues for 
the inaia tenance of 20,000 m^vi* 
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CHAP. IV. 

Ptninfida heycmd the Ganges, farttadarfy 
ndfi Defer iptiom of tke Kingdom of AEeiQ. 
^/tcry if Pegii, nmtb the Manner in 'which 
tcamtfubjta to the King ^^Barma. The 
^e of the King J and the Manner^ andCufiam^ 
hi Imhahitantu 

H £ coantry between the river Ganges and 
China, is called the peninfula beyond 
tnges ; becaufe it ftretches fonthward into 
I. Modem Geographers give it 5 50 leaguea 
north to feuth» and 360 from eaft to weft« 
orth» in which are the kingdoms of Jxemx 
Pegu, Laos, and fome others little known ; 
Micli, which contains that of Siam \ and 
ft which comprehends thofe of Tonquin,, 
•China, and tamhoia* 
5 kingdom of Azem lies to the eaft of the 
Mogul's dominions, and to the well of 
:e Chiamay, It produces every thing ne- 
r for the fubfiftiance of man. Mines of 
Slver, iron and lead arc found here, which 
ing has referved to himfelf, inftead of 
g fnbfidies from his people, and that he 
lOt opprefs them, he employs none but 
whom he parchafes of his neighbours, 
all the peafants of Aztm »t ax.\!^ve ^?i^<&^ 
the iierf of the Indians vtz \TiNo\Nt^\xi 
sad mifcry, in the nudGt ol ^. «mvnxv 
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where they ought to live in riches and plcnt) 
1 1 It is prohibited by the laws to carry gold outo 

; i the kingdom, or to coin it into money : th 

V people, however, ufe it in great and finailiii 

!.' gots in trade, tho' it is not permitted to be ufe 

*.\ with ftrangers. Yet the King caufes pieces c 

! filver of the bignefs and weight of roopies* a» 

I of an o6bagon figure, to be coined, wnidiini 

i be tranfported any where. 

The Princes refide in the city of Kemmen 

about 25 or 30 days journey from the andci 

*|j: capital which bore the fame name; but thei 

\t ' own tombs, and thofe of all the royal fanul] 

I J are in the city of Jzoo, on the banks of tii 

river Laquia^ where every Prince builds a kin 

of chapel in the great pagod to ferve for hi 

i, : place of burial. Being perfuaded, that afii 

j'tf their death they go into another world, «n 

1 ' that thofe who die fulUed by any crime, fafit 

\ . a great deal, chiefly by hunger and thiril, the 

A place food by the fide of the corpie, Uiat i 

may feed upon it if neccilhry. The Kine i 

interred with thofe idols of gold and filver, woic 

ij ■ he worfhiped in his life time, a live elephanl 

jll twelve camels, £ix hories, and a great numbc 

of hounds, from the belief that they all ma 

be of ufe to him in another world. In thd 

funeral folemnities barbarity i3 joined tofupei 

flition, the woman whom he has loved bed 

and the principal officers of his houihold poifoj 

rhcmfelves, that they may have the glory c 

being interred witVi \\\xi\, 2Ltvd qC Cerving hin 

in the other world. If a. '^tw2LXt ^«few ^v 

all his friends andieUuox^^TSvvJ^^^^v^^xW-. 
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imk ; and every one muft throw into the grave 
be bracelets and other ornaments they wear. 

The accounts of thofe who have travelled 
bro' the £a(l» give us little information about 
he kingdom 01 Ava^ which is faid to be twice 
s large as that of France. They only tell us^ 
hat the immenfe riches of the Kin^ are vifible 
>y the fplendor of h;s palace, which, tho' of 
I vaft extent* is faid to be for the moil part 
;ilded» 

Every thing related by hiilorians of the king- 
bm of Pegu is drawn from Ga/par^ Balhij a 
ich yenetiam merchant* who traded thither in 
($76^ we (hall therefore take our account of 
hat country from Mr. Hamilton^ who vifited 
fie ports of that kingdom* and became inftruc- 
ied in the manners of the people* partly by 
xmveriing with them, and partly from the in- 
brmations he obtained from fome of the Eng- 
tfi Company at Fert St. George, who carried 
maconuderable trade thither. 

The kingdom of Pegu, lies to the fouth-eafl 
>f Azem, and the city of the fame name fta^ids 
ibout forty miles to the ealhvard of the port Sj^ 
'tern or Syriamt on the fide of the gulph oiBen- 
yd. It was the feat of many great and puif- 
ant Monarchs* but now its glory is laid in the 
iutt* for not a twentie^ part of it is inhabited ; 
Mit the ditches with which it was furrounded* 
;ho' now dry, and bearing gord corn, ihew 
iiat few cities exceeded Pegu, in magnitude. 

The caafc of the ruin of lYic Vaiv^^q^^ ^^ 
*^4r, with M^trta^an^ and Come o^lVci^ -wAct 
^dominion, wai told to Mr. Ha7nilft»n\^>j ^^^ 
\oj., XVI. I V%%f^ 
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Pfguansy in feveral difcourfes he had 
on that fubjcd. 

A great friend(hip for a long tin 
between the Kings and fabjccb oi 
Siam^ who being next neighbours, c 
great trade with each other, till the 
tury : but a Pegu veffel being at 
chief citv of Siam, when ready to 
anchorea one eveninj| near a fmal 
few miles below the city, when the 
tome of the crew going there to wc 
a little well carved image of the gc 
imd finding the Pnefts negligent, ftol 
and carried it to Pegu. T^ Priefts 
little idol, lamented their lofs to all 
boaring Prieib, and by their advi 
their complaints to the King of t 
there happening to be a fcarcity 
that year, the calamity was impui 
Priefts to the lofs of the god Sam 
King of Siam now ient an Embaffy i 
ther of Pegu^ deiiringthe reftitatic 
image, whofe abfence had been atte 
fuch fatal confequences : but the Kii 
refafing to comply with his reque 
bloody war enfiied between the two I 
in which the Kin? of Siam ravaged 
try, and annex'd w inland countrie 
to his dominions. The King of P 
diftrefs invited the Portuguefe to his 
whofe name began to be dreaded in i 
by the gresLt cncouiagemttvtV^ ^w^ 
about looo volai>ticTS \tvto \i\^ ^ 
ofe Qf fire-arms being dvtn x^tiVtvc 



■lmfti«i> Ihey fpretd .teiror wUitvier tliqr 
MMs and drove tbc Amp^ out of tlif conn* 
qrv^iiTho Sang of i?m then omit one niw« 
tapM a#irraMi^» Goftcnl ia chitf of all 
lllftoQCtf, wd MiMk Jd» floatt at Midrtmmmp 
MNt tho^bolniefi <of AwMii to be ready oa all 
mtAtt»tatftf4'fk0 &m^ fbnm. Thoogk 
t»r i\ » i^l i ^ by tMf iniblciice, bow tou-^ 
IMpA thcAMvfs battd Jiy the peOplft of all 
Mkli^ XioM'Pc^Omi waa the fiironrittatcoortr 
i^MA'daphaiitafffai^t and a goard of hia 
j/tt^m tm txpDM 10! imted bin. One idaj aa 
i»^«ini»7fMu«g;^rid^ gitac fata Aoiit tbe 
IriM/^aidiaff te ai . Ivgci efepbantb be chaiioad 
jJtMarmmSn itHihaf|bw^aboefe> whofedaagb^ 
mj^m'imf btiwcifnl i!lrgjn» bad beenaMBTied to 
||MMlDgBMUl«rdloMgbbottriiood. TbeGeae* 
lintaht to tbohoiafe^ wifliad theai jov» and^e* 
taiiteAielfae hndor TJfct pamits tookthe Ge* 
ilalft «tfitfota grekt hdn^iir, andbrongbt tbeir 
ll^dkt^ -to. tha ckfihailtV fide» wben being 
llpSk^withlier :bcaoqf,ba bad tbe nUaioy to or* 
llHril n^u^t t^fttaebcr, and carry bo'tobis 
ipafcr; tSti ofdars were hot too readier o* 
liipldi wd tbe bridegroom ootbetng able to 
Mdne bia lofi* cat bis own throat ; the difcon* 
■hwr Banmta oTthcii ihjni-ed cbildreii^ rent 
hii|.MittbSt md ran towardt the Klnf^* pa« 
iiaia.wmiiBe theb lamentationi, and .implor'^ 
Gods and cooiitrymen to rcfirage 
iOftdiaiaMtot/Vmif«^« tbe o^^imflbi^ 
AMr aoftntnr/^ Tbeftitettwexe fom'^on^iu- 
»«»«onenr fie ctowda with ^bickifturj ^w«e 
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Ifjji filled, and the noife thev made reached ii 

King's ears, who fent to know thecauieof ti 
tumult, and being informed, he let them knfl 
that he would puniih the criminal. He a 
cordingly (ent for his General ; but he beii 
taken up with the enjoyment of his new m 
trefs, excufed himfelf, by faying, that he w 
fo much out of order that he could not vn 
on his Majefty. The King, provoked at tt 
anfwer, in the firft tranfport of his rage ordc 
ed the whole city to take arms, and make 
general maifacre of the Portu^ue/t^ wberev 
they could be found. And this order was 
fpeedily put in execution, that in a few hot 

IjJ* all the tortugutfe were ilaughtered, except ti 

guilty criminal, who being taken alive, w 
made faft by the heels to an elephant's ioc 
who dragged him through the ftreets, till t 
flefh was torn from his bones. There we 
only three Portupue/e faved, who were ac< 
dentally in the fuburbs near the river ; the 
hidine themfelves till night, made their efo^ 
in a miall boat, and coading along the ihoi 
fed on what they found in the woods and 
mong the rocks, and at length arrived at M 
iacca. 

By thefe wars both kingdoms were mm 

weakened, they therefore fufpended all afts 

hoilility, till about the middle of the fevc 

teenth century, when the King of Siam a^ai 

invaded Pegu^ and conquered feveral proviiM 

tributary to that kingdom. T\vt¥*Ati^^C P< 

now Ending that Viis forces vicxtwti^^tfti 

fieia his more immediate doisCvcaoiw^^ c^ 



rf thi East Indiei. S9 

lance of the King of Barma^ a potent 
whofe dominions lay about 500 miles 
r riTer ^m Perm, Thefe auxiliaries 
he Siamefe frohi ueir new conqueib, and 
jrds perceiving the ill difdpline obferved 
PtgiuiM forces,. Icilled the King, broke 
Xium army» and feized the kin^oms of 
id Mariavmi for their matter, in whoie 
it continued in the year 1709. 
dominions of Barma are at prefent Teiy 
extending about 800 miles from nortn 
1, and 250 from eaft to weft ; but they 
> fea-port except Syriaah where the ri- 
lie iame name is capable of receiving 
)f 600 tons. It carries on a great trade 
e Jrmeniamsy MoQri, GenUosy Englifti and 
t/e» The country produces elephants 
i>ees*wax, ftick-laqae, iron, tin, rubies 
\ in th^ world, Imall diamonds, and 
re. It alfo produces great quantities of 
ruit and roots, excellent pulle of feveral 

abundance of wild game, either quad- 
or winged* In the monUi of Stptemher 
7«^fr, wild deer are (b plentiful, that 
milton fays, he has bought one for 3 d« 
roat, they are very fleihy, but lean. 

flefli and poultry are both plentiful 
xi. 

King is dcfpotic, and all his comnunds 
s ; but he holds the reigns of govern- 
\ bis owa hands, and feverely puuVCUev 
veraors of towns or provinces vi\iO v:^ 
uilty of oppreffion. TViax V^ wa.'i 
^ aikirM pais in the ftaie, cv«W V^ 



'90 // AVii; H I S T O R Y 

vince or city has a deputy refidine at court, 
which is generally in tnc city oi ^a the pre- 
feat metropolis. Every morning tkefe <lep«- 
lies are obliged to attend the court, ttadwhea 
his Majefty has breakfafted, he fetires into a 
room where he can fee all his -attendants widi- 
out being feen ; mean while a pa»; waits tn 
call the perfon from whom the King wosli 
have an account of whatever ii&^ paileid in ha 
pfovittce. The deputy approaches the room 
with the moft profound reverence ; «nd if be 
omits any matter of consequence, which the 
•lUng happens to hear 6f hy another hand^ he 
is fure ot oeing ieverely panilhed. 

If he receives information of treafon, m»^ 
der, or other crimes, he orders the affidr to he 
tried by Judges of his own chufing, and «n 
convifUon he affigns the panifhrocnt of the 
<>ffender ; who is either to be beheaded, made 
fport for his elephants, which is the moftcrad 
death, or banimed for a time to the woods j 
where if they cfcape being devoured by tbe 
wild beaftsy they may return when thdr ba« 
taifliment is expired, and pafs the remaiadei 
of their days in ferving a tame elephant. Foi 
Smaller crimes they are only condemoed fti 
life to clean the Aables of his elephants. 

His fubje£ls treat him with die moft flriloBM 
adulation. When they fpeak or write to hiMf 
they call him their Kiack, or God, tnd ialui 
letters to foreign Princes, he alTumea the tidi 
X>f King of Kings, to whom ail other Eiip 
ought to be fubje^l, as being near kiafinii 
Moa&icnd to aU d\e Q(^% m VftikVtxL a&de< 
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tf>e earth ; by whofe friend (hip to him all ani- 
mals are fed and preferved, and the feafons of 
the vear keep their regular courfe. The fun 
h his brother^ and the moon and flars are his 
near relations. In fhort, he pretends to be 
Lord over the ebbing and flowing of the fea ; 
and after all his lofty epithets and hyperboles, 
fie calls himfelf King of the white elephant, 
and of the twentv-foar white umbrellas. 
■ After bis Majefty has dined, a trumpet is 
bbwn to (ignify to all his flaves, as he terms 
other Kings, that they may go to dinner, be« 
caufe their Lord has already dined. And when 
any foreign (hips arrive at Syriamj the num- 
ber of people on board, with their age and 
frx, are fent to him to let him know, that fa 
many of his flav^s are arrived to partake of 
the glory and happinefs of his reign and fa- 
vour. 

The King's palace is a very large ftone 
Wilding, with four ^tes. AmbaHadors enter 
Ihat to the eaft, which is called the Golden 
Gate» becaale all Amba^&dors appear before 
kim with pre(ents. The fouth gate is named 
die Gate of Juftice, where all people enter 
Aac bring petitions, accufations or complaints. 
The weft is the Gate of Grace, where all that 
kave received favours, or have been cleared 
fpom crimes paG out with honour ; and the north 
gate fronting the river, is the Gate of State, 
duongh which hit Majeily paHes, when he 
lUnks fit to honoor lus people by (hewing 
kimfclf. 
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When an AmbafTador is admitted to an an- 
di ence, he is attended by a large troop of guards, 
wi th trumpets founding, and heralds proclaim- 
in ^ the honour the Ambaifador is about to re« 
ce ive, in going to fee his Majefty^s face, the 
gl ory of the earth ; and between the gate and 
the head of the ^irs that lead to the chamber 
of audience, the Ambaifador is attended hf 
the mailer of the ceremonies, who inib-a^ 
him to kneel three times in the way thither, 
and to continue ib with with his hands over 
his head, till a proclamation is read *. To 
what a height is human pride capable of be- 
ing carried! the empty vanity of this Mo- 
narch, in attempting to raife himfelf above all 
the reft of his fpecies, in reality fmks him be- 
neath them ; and this real meannefs can only 
be equalled by that of his ilavifh flatterers. 

Thoueh the palace is very large, it is t 
mean building, and though the city is of great 
extent and very populous, the houfes are only 
built of bamboo canes, thatched with ftraw or 
reeds, and the floors are of teak plank, oc 
fplit bamboos. 

In all the cities and towns the Governor fel- 
dom fits in council, but appoints his deputy, 
and twelve Judges who hear caufes at leaft 
once in ten days. They meet in a large halU 
the. floor of which is raifed about three feet 

* This relation Mr. Hamilton had from Mr- 
HogerAlifony whohadbetutvivcc KxtCt^^S^^^wSroa. 
the Goremor of fort St. Gforge, ^^ <^v^ ^vv^c^^ 
court. ^^, 
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froB the ground* and furroonded with behches 
for people to fit or kneel upon. This liall be- 
ing built on pillars, is open on all fides, and 
the Judges fit on mats in the middle, and as 
they form a circle, there is no place of prece- 
dence. Every one has the privilege of plead- 
ittg. his own caole, or of giving his defence in 
wnringy to be publickly read ; but if another 
doubts his own abilities* he may get a perfon. 
to plead for him ; and there are no hts^ the 
covt being maintained by the town. Every 
ftttt muft he determined at three fittings. 

The Judges have a peculiar garb ; their hair 
being permitted to ftow long, is tied on the 
top of their heads with a cotton ribbon wrapt 
about it, and ftands upright in the form of 
a iharp pyramid. Their coat is thin cotton, fo 
that their ftin may be eafily feen through it,. 
and about their loins they wear a large fafh 
tied with a great bunch before, with the ends 
reaching to their ancles ; but flockings and 
ihoes are notufed in Pegm, 

'Vh€ original natives ofBarma iihprint feve- 
ral devices on their fkins with the point of sl 
bodkin and charcoal dull ; and as the Peguans 
do not difcolour their fkins, the natives of each 
nation are eafily dilHnguifhed* The men are 
of an olive colour ; they are generally pretty 
plump, though not fat, and have a good fhape 
and features. The women are much fairer 
than the men» and have ufually pretty ^lum^ 
faces : they are of fmall flaturc, 'b>3LX. 2»x^ Nfiv^ 
well/haped. Their hands and feex. ^ite \^^- 
^Uk fmall, and their ariu« and Ut^ ^«*^ V^ 
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portioned. Their head-drefs is their 
black hair tied up behind, and when the 
abroad, they wear a piece of white cotton i 
on the top of the head. They have a f 
of cotton cloth, or filk^ that £ts dofe to : 
bodies and arms, and the lower part rea 
half way down the thigh. Under the f 
they have a fcarf doubled fourfold, made 
about the middle, the ends hanging dowi 
molt to the ancles. 

The women are courteous and kind to fl 
gcrs, and are very fond of marrying Euref 
They prove obedient and obliging wivef, 
take the manai:>;ement of a^airs within -c 
wholly in their own hands. If a wife is 
vided of dishonouring her hufband's be^ 
may caufe her hair to be cut off', and hsLVi 
fold for a flave. 

Thetalapoins, or clergy of P^, arc ftri£ 
fervers of the laws of humanity and cha 
There are a great number of temples bai 
the country ; but thefe are mofUy of wood, 
caufe it is not only plentiful, but moil e 
takes vamiihing and gilding; for they 
gaudily painted both within and wid 
Every one has free liberty to build a ten 
and when it is finiihed it is the general f 
tife to beftow a few acres to maintain a cei 
number of priefts and novices, who culti 
thtf grotiftd for their own fupport, and in 
garden they have a convent built, for the ^ 
venicttcy of lodging axi^ ^mA"^. HCVftfe 
their fettled benefices : tVe^ ^x^ xvo Ocvv 
the hiety ; for by t\ic\x \xid\x&r^ *mtsv« 
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eir gtvdtn^ they have generally enough for 
eqdelvesy and fomeching to fpare for the 
lor am^ng the; laiety : but if their gsuden is 
fimall, or too barren for their fupport, they 
id ibme novices abroad drefled in a large 
aDge-eoloored inantle» with a bafl&et hang^ 
^ on their Jeft ana, a little drum in the left 
iid» and a little flick in the right. When 
ry come to the people's doors they heat three 
okes with' the ftick on the drum, and if none 
ne to anfwer, they beat again, and fo on to the 
ird time» and then if nobody gives them any 
ine they proceed to the next houie without 
saking a word ; but they are feldom fuffered 
go without a fupply of rice, pulfe, fraic» or 
ots» which are their only food ; and what they 
ceive more than they have prefent occafion for, 
ly diftribute to the poor, who by age, diftrefs, 
other accidents, cannot maintain them(elves : 
t none who are able to work, partake of 
ir charity ; nor do they ever take care for 
* morrow. If a ftranger has the misfortune 
be ihipwrecked on the coail, he is by the 
V5 of the country the King's Have, but by 
foiediation of the priefts, the Governor's 
•rlook that law. When any unfortunate 
mgers.come to their temples, they are hof- 
ably fappliedwith food and raiment ; if they 
! iicic or maimed, the priefis, who are alfo 
i. chief phyficians of PegUf keep them till 
*y are cured, and then famiih them with 
tcrs of of /recommendation xo t\ft ^t«.^ ^^ 
*iher conveot, on the road Ocvrj ^«X\^^«^ 
el. They aeycr enqaire a£tci \Xi* i^^*^^*^ 
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x>f a (banger; he has the human form, 9aA 
that renders him the objedl of their charity. 
They hold all religions to be good, that teack 
men to be good» and believe that the Gods 
are pleafed with a variety of worfliip ; but witk 
none that it hurtful to man ; becaafe crwekj 
muft be difagreeable to their nature, Henoc 
they have not the leaft idea of perfecudoa^ 

The Pfgu clergy are all mediators in cafes d 
difpute and contention between neighbours. 
They never leave mediating till they proctti 
a reconciliation, and in token of friendiUp, 
according to aa ancient cullom, the pardei 
cat champock from one another's hand* whicl 
feals (he friendihip. This champock is a kia^ 
of tea of a very difagreeable tafte, it grows likx 
other eea» on bulhes, and on fuch occaiions i 
ufed all over Pegtu 

They frequently preach to numerous aid! 
toriesy and have images of the inferior God 
in their temples, which are placed crofs-leggei 
under domes. Their faces are longer than th 
human ; their ears are large, and the lobe 
•very thick. The congregation bows to thcr 
when they come in and go out, and that is a! 
the oblation they receive, fiut they make n 
images of the great God. The fubjedi of thei 
difconrfes, is that charity is the mod fublin 
of all virtues, and ought therefore to ^teo 
not only to mankind, but to animals, whid 
they therefore neither kill nor cat. 

The country is healthful and fertile, and th 

air fo 20od, that when ilrangcrs go thidie 

in a bad ftatc of hcil\iv, \\vcv 5u<am fatU of s 
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fj)cedy recovery ; but the fmall pox is extreme- 
ly dreaded, and in the province of Kir tan is 
cfteexned fo infedlious, that if any one is iicized 
with it, all the neighbourhood remove to the 
diflance of two or three miles, and build new 
houfes, with bamboos and reeds, which they 
have in great plenty. They leave with the 
iick perfbn a jar of water, a bafket of rice, and 
ibme earthen pots to boil it in, and then bid 
him farewel for twenty days. If the patient 
has ftrength enough to rife and boil his rice, 
he may then recover, if not he mufl die with- 
out attendants; but if he furvives the twenty 
days, they take him away ; condudl him to 
their new built town, and make him a ix^ bur- 
gcfs. It is obferved here that while a perfon 
IS afHidbed with this diftcmper, the tyger, notf. 
withftanding his ravenous nature, will not 
touch him. 

The ordeal trial is much praftifed here for 
discovering fecret murder, theft, or perjury. 
One way is to make die accufer and accufed 
take (bme raw rice in their mouths, when he 
who is guilty of the crime alledged, or of falfe 
accufation, is fuppofed not to be able to fwaU 
low it, while the innocent fwaHmvs it eafily. 
Another way is driving a flake into a river, 
and making the accufer and the accufed take 
hold of it, and keep their heads under water, 
when he who continues longefl without breath- 
ing, is the perfon to be credited ; and whoever 
is'convidled by this trial, either for the crime 
sliedged, or for malicious flander, mull lie on 
bis back three days and nighis, V\^^ Vv^ \i^^ 

VbL.XVL K "^^ 
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in the ftocks, without meat or drink, an 
befides 6ned. They havelikewife the ca 
of dipping the naked hand in boiling oil 
melted lead, to clear them, when accnfei 
atrocious crimes ; and if the accofer fc 
himfelfy he mull undergo the punifhment 
to the crime, which makes people very a 
Otts how they calumniate one another. 

The people here make iky- rockets of ai 
credible fize ; and they have various fort 
muiical inftraments, th^moftefieemedof w 
are the tabor and pipe.; they have alfo ftrii 
inJSruments ; and an inJlrument formed ir 
ftiape of a galley, with about tvyenty bel 
feveral fizes^ placed on the upper part, 
indrament is about three feet long, eigh 
ten inches broad, and fix deep ; they play 1 
Chefe bells with a iHck of heavy wood» 
make no bad mufic. 

Mariavak once a priacipal fea-port, 
.one of the moft floumhing towns for I 
in the eaft, it having the benefit of a xi 
river that afforded a good harbour for (hij 
the greater burthen : but after the Kin 
Sarma had conquered it, he caufed a nui 
of veilels filled with ftones to be funk ij 
mouthy fo that it is now unnavigable, ex 
for fmall ve/Tels. They make earthern- 
there ftill, aad glaze them with lead ore ; 
Hamilton fays he has feen jars made there 
cAough to contain two hoglheads. They 
jiAb alCo a fmall tf ade iti fiCh. 
^According to fa\.\ker Mari«i, >^t xa^a: 
or prie&s of the kingdom ot !♦«• ^^ ^a 
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fciy different from thofe of Pegu, They arc 
oniidered as the fcum of the people, and as 
hemies to labour. Their convents are fo ma- 
y colleges cf vicious men blinded by pride, 
nd nothing can be more fenfelcfs than the opi- 
lions they inftil into the minds. of the people, 
yho ^ould probably be as vifcious as the 
)riefls, did not the feverity of the laws put a 
eftraint on their licentioufnefs. The propen- 
Ity of the Langians to paflion and blood med, 
as forced their Kings to punifh not only thofe 
tho give a blow, bnt even thofe who put them- 
elves in a rage. Nay, to infpire the greater 
error, the innocent are often punifhed with the 
(uilty : thus if the chief of a family is con- 
i&ed of a great crime, all his kindred of 
whatever degree, are degraded, deprived of 
heir offices, and reduced to gather grafs for 
he King's elephants, to carry it to his flables, 
;nd to watch them all night. 

There arc eight principal pofts in the king- 
Ibin : that of general Viceroy is the firfl. His 
mployment confifts in taking charge of the 
^ablic affairs, and affifting the Prince in the 
jovcrnment. At the King's death, he afTefti- 
»les the States, and adls as Sovereign till the 
BCceiToris chbfen. The kingdom being di- 
ided into feven provinces, there are (even 
•thcr Viceroys, each of whom has equal power 
a the government entrnfted to him. TheCe 
trovinces have theii particular mi)Lvx\^, ^Vo 
tb£It on the revenues affigned xYktm> \iQ!^ ^'^ 
•ace and war, 

K 2. ^*' 
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she oeuntry, while others talk of nothing but 
he mifcry and indigence of the inhabitants. 

Europeans have given thie name of Siam to the 
:apita] of the kingdom, called by the natives 
'IruHgJi ayrtt tJbaja, that is, the excellent city. 
[t is built on the river Menan^ which fignifics 
he fea of waters, and is contained in an ifland 
wo leagues in circuit. It is furrounded by a 
Irong wall* and is capable of fupporting a 
iegc of feveral months apainil an army of 
;o,cx>o men : one great addition to its (Irength 
s the overflowing of the river every fix montns, 
vhich mud oblige an army to retire. The city 
las the advantage of canals running through all 
he ftreets, by which means they tranfport thpir 
ffcdts quite from the fea, and conveying them 
n boats, land them at their warehoufes ; and 
his has drawn traders thither from moft parts 
>f the world. The Portugue/e were firft maf- 
ers of the commerce ; but were driven from 
hence by the Siame/e and Dutch : they arc not, 
lowever, entirely expelled ; for they, as well as 
he Englijh^ French^ Chinefe and Moors have 
loufes there* The other nations are faid to re- 
ide in two large rich fuburbs that lie io the 
rail and well of the city. 

The riches of the country are chiefly dif- 
>layed in the-pagodf, and the Prince's palace, 
ly the quantity of the woykmanihip in gold, 
vith which they are adorned ; by their prodi- 
gious bulk, tTicir admirable (Iru^ture, and in- 
:redib)c coJlc^ions of jcwe\s. 

The /nagnificcnce of tV\c ^2l^o$il^ Ivxx'^^^^'? 
xry thing of the kind to bt fcwivc^^'^'^^^i^ 
K3 
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The moil celebrated of thefe is tha 
King's palace. While the fpedtator is 
at ieeing on one fide of the portal an 
monfter, and on the other a cow» his < 
ijnigkailcjii all at once lofe fight of t 
jefts, and arc dazzled with the fplendoi 
walls, the ctelSng and pillaCfs, and oi 
-finite number of figaies fo properly g: 
they feem cohered with plates of gold* 
advanced fome fteps, a fmall elevat 
rears in the form of an altar« on wh 
four figures faid to be of mafi!y gold, 1 
big as the life, fitting crofs-legged ; bi 
is a kind of choir* where there is th< 
pagod or idol in the kingdom ; for x} 
that name indifcriminatefy to the ido 
the temple in which k is contained 
fiatue is about 45 feet in height, and I 
a ftanding pofture, touches with its h 
vault of the choir But what is moft s 
ing, it is faid to be of iblid goldj and 
ing to a curfory eftimate ought to h 
12,500 pounds weight. 'Tis alfo pn 
that this rich coloilbs was call in th 
where it ^^t\dt, and that aflerwards th 
the temple about it. On its fides are i 
lefs value, which arc alfo of gold, 
kiched with jewels. 

At an hundred paces from the palace 

thcr temple, which though not (b r 

regular and beautiful flruiHure, adorn 

five cupolas, of which that in the m 

^MTgcr tiian all the reH -, the roof is 

Wi& gWt pewter^ Foitv-fe^t ^>j\;^x 
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mnd and adorn the temple ; thefe are placed 
I three rows, and in different (lories. In the 
ircuit which enclofes thefe buildings, all along 
le galleries, are above 400 clay flatucs 
lit. ^ ^ 

The principal pagod in the city contains 
sar 4000 idols all ^ilt, befides the three prin- 
pal ones faid to be of maffy gold. That 
nich paflfes for the fecond is fix leagaes from 
le city, and is only open for the King and the 
riefts ; the people remain proHrate before the 
ite, with their foces to the earth. The third 

in the Dutch ifland, where the principal idol 

farrounded by above 300 others of different 
menfions, and in ail manner of poftures. 

According to the fame Authors, the King's 
ilace both within dnd without, is even more 
ilendid than the temples. It is fituated on 
(inall eminence, and extends ta the banks 
* the river. Though in extent it may be 
>mpared to a city, all its towers, pyramids, 
kd elevated buildings are gilt. The apart- 
ents of the King and Queen contain incon- 
livable riches, gold and precious ftones fhine 
1 all fides ; and there is nothing in all the 
ill 6i magnificent, except at Indofian and 
hinm. 

Such were the notions propagated by Fathct 
achardy and the Abbe de Cholfiy who, in 
)8c accompanied M. de ChauTnont in his em« 
ifly to Siam ; but the Count de Forbin^ one 
' uie commanders of the fquadron fent on 
is occafion obferves, that tbe Siccmeje tsvvccv^- 
T endued nothing that couVdk to^q^^ xs,^^ 
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thofe gentlemen. He ihewed them all 
riches of the royal ireafury, which are ind 
worthy of a great King: but he forbore 
teli them, that the Quantity of gold, fill 
and jewels, was collected by a long fuccefl 
of Kings ; it being caftomary at Suimy and 
other of the eadern nations, to value tl 
Kings only in proportion as they have enri 
cd the treafury, while at the fame time, (ho 
ever great be their ncceiTity) they are not p 
mitted to touch it. He took them to fee 
£aefl pagods of the city and country : wl 
they beheld enormous flatues, which tl 
were told were of mafTy gold : this they 1 
Heved ; for they are finely gilt, and they coi 
not touch them, mod of them being pla( 
very high, and the reft fhut up within ii 

f rates that. are never opened, and are not 
e approached within a certain diilance. 
In the long day the Count <ie Forhin ms 
at Siam and Lowvo, he had time to be acquai 
ed with the truth, and did noc overlook t 
real naifery that prevails in the country, 
this we may form a judgement by the j 
verty of the Madarins, who are the chief 
the Siemefe nation. He was extremely f 
prized at the fituation in which he found th 
of the court of Lou*vo : they were featcd L 
circle on mats of (lender ofier, with only c 
lamp before them ; and when one of th 
wanted to read or write, he took the end o: 
yellow candle out of his pocket, lighted 
Mid pat it on a piece of wood, which tunii 
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A fi^e to £de on a pivot, fcrvcd them for 
ndleilic. 

>€ Forhin had .the honour to be made Lord 
:h Admiral and General of the forces of 
Siame/e Majefty ; but his fortune ill fuited 
pompous titles bellowed on him. They 
t him a houfe as plain as it was little^ 
ther they fent 36 flaves to ferve him, an4 
elephants. The maintaining of his houfe- 
1 coli him only five fols a day, fo temperate 
the men, and fo cheap the provifions. He 
felf had his table at the roinifter's ; hb 
fe was furniHied with a few vuy inconii- 
ible moveables ; to which were added twelve 
IT plates and two filver cups, all very tliin ; 
r dozen of cotton napkins, and two yellow 
: candles a day. 
A (hort, there is none rich but the King, 

nothing elfe in "Siam appears with the leail 
ndor but >the royal palaces and temples. 
Cebtret obferves, that the whole kingdom, 
ch is very large, is nothing but a vafl 
irt, and that in proportion as one advances 
\ the country^ nothing is to be feen but 
ids and wild beafls. The people dwell on 
banks of the rivers, and prefer that fitua- 
\ to any other, becaufe uie lands, which 
overflowed fix months in the year^ produce 
at quantities of rice almoft without culture. 
:his rice confifts all the riches of the country. 

to the King, haughtinefs, defpotifm, and 
ibiblute 20vemment, are the only marks by 
ch he chufes to be diflinguiihed from all 
V Sorercigns. The rrfipc& \i^ t^^a^v^^'^ 
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nds tlmofl to adoratm 
, which fomettines hh 
lifters of ftace and the 
in u ally pro ft rate before 
eak to him but on their 
ids raifed to their heads^ 
nt profound rev^reuces^ 
eir difcoarfe with pon- 
g his power Of his good- 
is words as oracksi an 4 
ly cTiecftCed whhout the 
len he goes abroid, a!T 
thin doors ; and thatlaii^ 
mt, that ci'-en the French 
liged to fubmit to iu 
s, who pofTefe Tiothbc; 
him* Even nobOityif 
fifting oTiJy in honoun 
ch the Prince beftowjj. 





%f thi East Indie«. 107 

arry, or to meddle with money* and if 
)f the pridlhood is conviftcd of incon<- 
ce, he is burnt alive. The children ane 
illy educated by priefb fet apart for that 
ifet fo that there are few Siame/e who can- 
ri te : afterwards the children are pat to fucji 
eflbs as fuit beft with their genius and 
:y ; and there is generally a reciprocal 
ony between the parents and children, 
irriages, they pay no regard to confangui* 
ezcept between father and daughter, 
er and ion, brother and fitter ; for all 
degrees are lawful. 

le puniihments inflided on criminals are 
fevere : for robbery and thefi^ they are 
Qonly beheaded. For rebellion ftnd mu- 

they are ripped up alive, thctr entrails 
\ ofoXt And their bodies fattened in a kind 
icker baiket, and expofed to the birds and 
I of prey; and for murder, the' con- 
led perfon is made ^ to a ftake driven into 
round ; an elephant is then brought, which 
ts his trunkfiouad the perfon and ftake, and 
ag them with great violence, tofles them 
inco the air, and in coming down receiiwt 
lan on his teedi ; then ihaking him off« 
Its one of his forefeet on the carcafe and 
aesitflat. 

the motti^^Jiis of Siam are mines of iroi^ 
lead, ^ytx and gold ; bat they all belong 
e crown^ The plains produce rice anS 

grain ; and as good, if not the beft 
^es, lemons, and limes, to be found in 
vorU. In the woods are abaodLaacft oC 
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wild animals, as elephants, rhinoo 
leopards, and tygers; and the natives 
tame cattle, as cows, bufl^oes and fwi 
plenty about their farms. 

The King's dominions extend ibnthw 
the neighbourhood of Ligor^ where the 
dom ofSialaccM begins. It is thus thi 
peninfula or tongue of land is called tlu 
between the ftreight of that name, an 
kingdom of Malmca* 

The inhabitants of Malacca are extr 
Ikvage. The* heat of the climate in 
they dwell, which is almoin under the 
renders their colour very fwarthy ; anc 
are (o fbnd of the Europjeans on accoi 
' their whitenefr;, that as foon as they arri 
their coafts, they oHtr them their wrve 
daughters, that they may have childrei 
them. But notwithftanding the barbai 
their manners, their language is reckoni 
fined in all the Indies^ where it is at le 
common as the French in Europe, But o 
country we have already given art accoun 

To the eaftward of toe peninfula b 
the Gangesf is the kingdom of Camhoi 
CamBodiar which is bounded on the* nor 
that of LaoSi on the eaft by thofe of i 
China, and Ciampa ; on the fouth and w 
the fea, and the dominions of the Kii 
£iam. This country which fs entirely wj 
by the river Mnr^ff, produces in great ; 

• In Commodare Rogge^ein^s Voyage, Vc 
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mcc all that is neceflary to the Hfe of man, 
flefti, rice, cocoas, and fruit of all oBh^f 
nds ; yet it is ill people J, and its trade 
ry inconiiderable. 

Camboia^ the capital, is the only city in the 
ngdom worthy of notice. The PHnCe re- 
[cs in a mean palace, furrounded with a pali- 
Ic that rcfembles a partition- wall ; but it is 
fended by a great number of Chincfe cannon^ 
d other pieces of artillery faved from the 
•cck of two Dutch vefTels thrown upon the 
aft. There is a temple here of .a very par- 
:iilar ftrufture, whof;i beauty is much com- 
snded. It is fupported by wooden pillars 
rnifhed with black, and adorned with gilded 
.iages and reliefs, and the pavement is covered 
th mats. The priells who ^txs^ in it hold 
e firftrank.in the ftate. . 
The Cambodians are of a light brown com- 
sxion ; they are well (haped, and have long 
ir and thin beards. Their women are hand- 
me, but not very modeft. Their drefs is a 
tticoat reaching below the ancles, and a 
:kct which fits clofe to their bodies and arms. 
he men wear a vcftment like our night-gowns. 
It nothing on their heads and feet. 
To the eaftward is Cochin-China^ which 
tends along the coaft of the fi^a 7od miles 
jm the river of Cambidia to that of ^amhin, 
here is no countr)' in the torrid zone wherein 
6 four fcafons are better diftinguifhed. Tho' 
e rivers are not confiderable, they are the 
urce of its plenty. During the months of 
ftemher^ October, and No'vifTihtr^ ^vf tnSr. 
Vol. XVL L ^n^x^i 
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every fiftecD days, overflow all the lie! 
^ rce davs, aud render them fo fertile, tl 
natives low and reap twice a year : tl 
produces rfce, ftveral farts of fruit and 
pcppcrycinnamoD, beajoin, eagle and cal 
-wQovl. Goldf ii^ver» filk, cotton^ an< 
celaih, are likewife to be foond here, i 
the animals are rhinocerofes, and eleph. 
ar. extraordinary fize and furprifins d( 
Tiic fez abounds with excellent fim. 
iLio fixty goodharbours, which induce i 
liaMunts to ap];^y themfelvcs to trade a 
vigaiioh. ThaxofFni/c, fituated a little 
. the mouth of a navigable river, is one 
SiOit confiderable, and is defended by 
ircfs. It IS inhabited by Chineft and ja 
who carry pn a free traae under the pro 
of the Prince. 

The Abbe Choifi in his travels has g 
verv pompous defcription of this coi 
which appears to be entirely fabulous 
repreients their gallies as covered on ti 
(idf with a black varniih, and within ^ 
red, that fliines like a mirror. Accord 
Rim, the ,faiTors commonly wear nothio 
drawers of white iilk, and a hair cap 
when thvy prepare for batde, they put o 
heads a rniall silt head-piece, and on 
body a Hne cloie coat: but what is mc 
traordinary, this clofe coat leaves the 
arm, fboulder, and fide entirely naked, 
^uaids of the King 2LT\d Prince, fays h 
c7o;2thed in velvet, aii^\\A>j<i^x^'^^l ^^ 
Slv^t : bax wc are uot viuuw^ ^ i^\x\^» 



therefore not attempt to dazzle the reader 
fuch abfurd defcriptions. 
D the northward of CochinCfma lies the 
dom of T§Hft^Hy which wa3 once fubjcft 
le vail empire of Chhui ; bvft a famous 
er named A-n, put himfelf at the head of 
ly of men of his own profeflion, whom he 
red with the rcfolucion of throwing off the 
f/e yoke ; when being joined by others, he 
reded in his attemnt, and tholi: who had 
ged in the revolt, out of gratitude placed 
rown on his head. But the happincfs of 
pendency was foon lofl, by the people be« 
ng involved in a long train of civil wars, 
aft of which was concluded by a treaty, 
■ein the competitor of the King JJf being 
defirous of the title of Sovereign than of 
power, left hini all the external fplendor 
monarch, on condition he fhould have the 
lute command in the armies, with the 
teft part of the revenues of the kingdom, 
that their dcfcendants fhould fuccecd to 
ame privileges. By virtue of this agree- 
r there are two forts of Kings ; he who 
ves the title and honours of royalty it 
d Bua^ and the other, who has all its ad- 
ages, is termed the Choua. The Bus, 
bfe of the fmallnefs of his power, is feU 
feen out of his palace. He i$ almod 
bintly taken up in giving audience to his 
•6ls, in hearing their comp\«aTiu> wv\ ^^- 
iiilng their private differ«ii^c^« 'Wv^ "^ 
ten/loll extent of his authovitY, i^t V^t ^^^ 
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pub'ifri no edict relating to the goveromenti 
i\i:hcG: the Choua's ccaicct. The Princes his 
fcr.s Alt a::ecded by ofncers appointed by the 
ChoDa, 2cd ccvcr le^ve the palace above fix 
tinie5 a year, and that only fix days each dme. 
Jn the firll of thcfe days of liberty, they vifit 
the temples ; in the two following, they take 
the diverf.on of hunting ; and during the three 
lall, they fail on the river in ^allies magnifi- 
cently adorned. The Sovereign nominates 
which of his fucceflbrs ftiall fuccecd him; 
this is no fooner made known than the 
Choua, followed by his principal officers, and 
the council of flate,' do him homage, and tak^ 
an oath to place him on the throne after the 
Bua's death. 

The Tcnauine/e are affable, and naturally 
formed (o tne laws of reafon. Both fexes are 
cloathed after the fame manner : their drcfs is 
a long robe, pretty flrait, with a clofe neck, 
and reaching down to the heels ; it is faftcned 
round the waill by a filk girdle, or one of gold 
or filver tifTue ; but the military drefs reaches 
no lower than the knees. It is the commcQ 
cuilom ' of the country to walk barefooted all 
the year. The Tonquine/e ladies are as modcft 
and referved, as thofe of the common rank arc 
libertine in their conduft. They wear a fort 
of hat, the borders of which are extremely 
large and folid ; it is made of the leaves of a 
free that grows in the country. Both fexes 
wear thsir hair as \oivg :!% \x m\\ ^\^w^ and 
the women drcfs diciis V4ixiii?^^x.^^t. 'tV'j 
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people are of a ibong and hardy conftitution ; 
their ilature is not extraordinary ; but they are 
well proportioned, and have agreeable fea- 
tures. Thofe who live in the cities are rather 
^hite than brown ; bat the country people are 
aJmoil all olive-colourcd. 

Nobility, with (bitable revenues, is the re- 
ward of thofe who excel in the knowledge of 
the laws, of mathematics, aibonomy, and na- 
tural philofophy. Several days in the year are 
fet apart for the examination of thofe who 
prefent themfelves. The King honours this 
ceremony with his prefence ; he confers nobi- 
lity on thofe who have given fatisfadion to the 
quelHons of the Mandarins ; he caufcs a robe 
of violet fattin to be given them, and Jippoints 
the cities and villages that are to produce the 
rents which he afligns them. During one part 
of the year, all the tradefroea whatever, ex- 
cept the citizens of Keco, the capital, are 
obliged to work three months in the year 
for the royal family, and two more for the 
Mandarins or great Lords : fome of their moil 
lliborious employments are, lopping the trees, 
and feeding the elephants belonging to the 
King and the army. 

Their principal riches confift in filk, mufk, 
^nd aloes-wood, which they fell to foreigners. 
They value themfelves much on their fairnefs 
in trade; which is the more furprifing, as 
they are neighbours to the Chine/e^ and are not 
only nearly of the fame religion, but hw^ ^\^- 
^ueur dealings with that cut\Ti\t\^ ^t,o^\^> ^V^ 
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arc vetted in all manner of deceit. The Ton- 
qtdnefi having no mines of gold or filvet, coii| 
no money; ont make ufe of phtes of gold 
and filver ' as they come from Cbina^ wnich 
they opt in pieces, and weigh according to 
the prices ox what they purchafe. 
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CHAP* I. 
)mpte pfHuds by Sea/hm 6Uin /« Nimpo 
i^hma. $M9# MNrtmrntig Adventurts. Nim-* 
difcrihid\ particularly the triumphal Arthtf 
•#. Hiprneedi in au Impmal Barge from 
npo/a Pekin, ivb^e hf it admitted to am- 
dieuce of the Bmpfrir* 

HE French King haWng retblrcd to fend 

fix JeAiits to Cbiua^ ander the charafter 

Majefty's mtthtoHiticiansy I was ap- 

id, one of. them* and 'v^ the bejMBning of 

»r i69$s we all fiaft fail in a fiiip which 

r]ic paifagps fr9ni D^JUddi aic^M^iail va^ 
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carried Monf. Chaumont, who was fent as Am* 
baflador ExtraordiDary to the court of Siam, 
Wc had a vcty ^reeable voyage. The King 
of Sioffh who pretended to be (killed in aftro- 
logy» was denroos of affifting at our agrono- 
mical obfervadops, and admiring the exadhiefi 
with which we foretold ah eclipfe of the moon, 
endeavoured to peifuade us to (lay at his court; 
but at length confented that four of us (hoold 
depart for China ^ provided one of us would re- 
turn with his Ambaflador, to deiire Le-wis XI Vt 
to fend him more mathematicians, and that in 
the spean while I would remain with him. 

The prieft with the Siame/e Ambafladors ar- 
rived in fafety ^t Paris ; but the four fathers 
who fet fail for China; fuffered (hipwfeck, and 
after undergoing various hardfhips returned to 
Siamj in an Englijh ve(re] . 

At that time a, rebellion had broke out at 
Sianiy which facilitated my departure : we fct 
fail in a fmall Cbinefe vefTel; but though the 
King gave exprefs orders for our being treated 
with kindnefs, it is not eafy to conceive a more 
difagreeable voyage than we were obliged to 
endure. We had no (belter againft the wea- 
ther, and were fo (Ireightened for want of reooi, 
that we could not lie at our length. We were 
placed near an idol, black with the fmoak of a 
lamp continually burning to its honour, and 
daily worlhiped by the deluded crew. The 
fun (hone dire^ly over our heads, and we had 
/carce tiny water to quench the extreme Mrh 
cau/bd by ' the exceO^ve "Vvtax o^ ^^ O^^g^iv 
lMi4^d we had a dai\y ^Won^jmi^^ <* >5a:^^^ xbk^^ 
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:>f rice, and the Captain often afked us to ea^ 
Dieat with him; but that l>eing always fird of- 
Tcred to the idol, we looked upon it with more 
l^orror than appetite. 

In this manner we fpent above a month.. 
'Tis true, we fometimesy by the help of an in- 
terpreter, attempted to convince them of the 
abiurdity of that worfliip in which they had 
the anhappinefs to be educated. One day in 
particular, they flocked about us, and the dif- 
pute jgrew (b warm, that we were obliged to 
give It up. Seamen are generally untradable ; 
thefe took great offence at what we had faid of 
their idol, and foon came towards us armed 
with lances and half pikes, with looks that 
feemed to threaten our dellrudlion. We were 
inftantly filled with apprehenflons ; but at lafl 
were delivered from this painful fufpence, by 
finding that they were only preparing for a 
proceSion in honour of their idol ; perhaps to 
appeafe the anger they fuppofcd (he might have 
conceived at what we had faid to her difad- 
vantage. 

There is fcarce a nation under the fun more 
fuperditious than the Cbinefcy who worftiip the 
y^xy compafs by which they ileer, continually 
offering it meat and incenfe. Twice a day they 
regularly threw into the fca little pieces of gilt 
paper in the form of money, as it were to bribe 
U to be favourable. Sometimes they would 

Erefent it with little paper boats, that being 
ufied m toffing and ruling iV.em, ^\^ tcCv^^^. 
levied our /hip. But when iKaX. MtvT>3\^ ^^- 
lifjif, in fpightof their couricW» S.^^"** ^^'^'^' 
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blcfome, from its being agitated as they inu 

gined by the D2einon who governs it, d» 

// burnt fome feathers, with which diey suu 

I Ij' fuch a (link, as was fufficient to drive awi 

I f: any fiend tjiat had the fenfe of fneliing. 

■'} Once palTing near a hill on which one ( 

their temples is erefted, their fuperftition w 

! •} carried to the utmolV leirgth ; for befides t! 

:i ufual ceremonies confifUcg of meat ofierip| 

*■ burning of candles and perfumes, t|irowi] 

little baubles of gilt paper into the fea, ai 

an infinite number of other fopperies, ail han 

were employed for five or fix hours in muksi 

a little veiTel refembling the (hip, of aboi\t ft 

feet in length, with the mads, tacklino;, fai 

and flags : it had likewife its compals, re 

der and fhalop ; its arms, utenflls for dreffi 

provifions, the provifions themfelves, withi 

cargo and book of accounts : befides they dat 

ed as many fmall pieces of paper as we w< 

men in the fhip, which were difpofed of in t 

;ij '•'ffi fame places we were in. This veffel with^ 

jr|'« its appurtenances, being placed on two flav 

;;hw was, at the noife of a tabor and brazen bad 

JJjS raifed up in view of the whole crew. Ai 

^ ;jj| man in the habit of a bonze, or priefl, wa? : 

chief man among them, he playing fevbrai ap 

tricks with a quarterftafF, and at intervals iho 

ing aloud. At length the myflerious toy y 

committed to the waves, and gazed at as 

as the fight could reach, accompanied with 

1. .. [ acclamations of the bonze, who roared with 

yt his might. 
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Soon after an accident happened, which at 
iirft gave them lefs pleafure 5 though in the end 
it proved an equal diverfion to us all. The 
mariners imagined they faw through their per- 
ipeAives a ihip in a part of the ka, much in- 
felled by pirates : they diftinguifhed the mails, 
the (kWsp nay fome faw the very tackling> and 
even perceived by the manner of her failing, 
that uie intended to pay us a vifit. The Chi* 

' m/e^ who» of all men, love beil to deep in a 
whole ildn, were in great conflernation ; and 
the fear we faw painted in their faces while 
they prepared their fcymeters pikes and muf* 
quets, mled us with terror ; for we imagined 
purfelves in danger of being immediately ilrang* 
led, by villains who give no quarter to fuch as 
fall into their hands, and which we could no 
otherwife efcape but by leaping into the fea, 
A remedy which was fomewhat violent, and 
not much better than being (Irangled. Our 
peripe£live glaffes were often ufed, and to our 
no iznail furprize, the mighty vefTel as it came 
nearer Ic/Fened, as did our ill-grounded fear ; 
for we now doubted whether ic was a (hip or 
no. At length it grew a floating iHand, then 

^ a feahorfe, and then 1 know not what, till at 
lafl being full in fight, it proved to be a tree« 
which a violent wind had torn from the coail. 
The earth and pebbles about its root made ic 
fwim upright, fo that its trunk, which was 
very high, refembled a mall, fome branches 
Ipread on each fide, had been taken for a yard, 
and the leifer boughs, for ropes, while the 
wind and fea beating about it forined a track. 
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not unlike that made by a ftiip. The ditac 
ful enemy bcin^v now no more, the Chimft cs 
prefied very heroically their vexation and di 
appointment at loiing fuch an opportanity < 
fhcwing the r courage. 

At length afrcr a navigation of ^\y^ and thin 
days, which the continual dangers and ban 
ihips to which we were cxpofed, had rendcre 
very tedious, we came witnin fight of the oil 
of AVav/o in China. The fight infpircd us wii 
joy ; but though we were fo near, it was m 
eafy for us to enter it. The Captain of oi 
veflel, on our arrival, confined us in the hoi 
where the heat, which incrcafed as we can 
nearer the land, and feveral other inconven 
ences, rendered our condition almofi inftt] 
portable. We were, however, difcovered 1 
an officer of the cuftoms, and foon after broug 
before a Mandarin, whom we found in alar] 
hall attended by his officers with a multitude 
people, who are more curious of feeing an £ 
rcfean^ than we fliould be here of viewing 
Chhiffe* 

We were no fooner entered, than we we 
informed that we muft kneel to the Mandari 
and bow our heacU nine times to the groun 
His countenance was very fevere, and our dre; 
was erxrealed at the fight of his cxecutionei 
who, like the Roman liftors, attended wi 
chains and gicat Aicks, ready to bind and cu 
gel whom he thought fit. Having paid o 
cicvoirs, he afked u&„ who we were, and o 
Lufiiicfs there. On which we informed hii 
that hearing in Europe xliat feveral of our bi 
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bfen had laboared with fuccc/s in fpreading 
he knowledge of our holy religion in choic re- 
note parts* the fame zeal h.id mfpired us with 
he defire to procure them the knowledge of the 
rue God, the only thin? wanting to complete 
he grandeur of (b flouriming and renowned a 
ation. Wc did not know that we were in a 
aty where there was not one Cbrifiian, The 
tfandarin, however, exprefTed his defire ro itx^^ 
IS ; but added, that he rnuil confult with the 
iyovepnor» and in the meaa while we muA re- 
urn to our (hip. 

Some days after the Genera! of the militia in 
md about the city, defiring to fee us, enter- 
ained us very kindly, and on our leaving him 
K) wait upon the Governor, fent an officer to 
ieiire him to ufe us kindly. The Governor 
rxprcflcd fome refpedl for us; but letting us 
uiow that he could determine nothing till he 
\tA firft conferred with the chief officers of the 
3ty, wc were forced to return again on board 
>ar hated (hip. Eight days bcmg fpent in 
confultatiojis at the cuftom-houfe, we were 
CDt for, together with our goods, which con« 
iited offeveral bales and trunks of books, ima- 
^s, and mathematical inftrnments ; and hav- 
ing opened three of them, we were told that 
ut might lodge in the fuburbs, till they had 
iieard from the Viceroy, to whom the Gover- 
aor had wrote about us. Of this civility we 
{ladly accepted, and in our new habitation 
tnjoyed that reft and liberty which is always 
gratefat after long fatigue and confinement. 

Vol. XVI. \^ 'VV>:. 
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The port of Nimpo is Acuated in the met 
eadern part of China^ and has a very dificuk 
entrance ; but from thence a very confiderablc 
trade is carried on to Japan. This city is one 
of the firil clafs ; it is walled round, and verj 
populous. It is remarkable for the great num- 
ber of triumphal arches to be fecn there, which 
indeed are very coipmon in the other parts of 
Chiva ; but they are here {o numerous as to be 
inconvenient, though they afford an agreeable 
profpeft at a diftance. They cofifiit of three 
great arches together, built of marble, that in 
the middle being much the higheft. The four 
pillars by which they are fupported are fomc- 
timcs round ; but oftner fquarOi formed of a 
iinglc ftone, generally placed on: an irregular 
bafe. They nave no capitals; the trunk be- 
ing faftened into the architrave, if that name 
may be given to fome figures cut over the pil- 
lars. The frieze, which is too high, in pro- 
portion to the reft, is adorned with infcripti- 
ons and relievos, finely executed, with knots 
wrought loofe, one within another, adorned 
with flowers, and birds flying, as it were, 
from the Hone. But while fome of thefe edi- 
fices cannot be fufficiently praifed, others arc 
not worth notice. Of one of thefe we hare 
given a view in the plate. 

Some time after, we had intelligence that 
the Vicereoy of the province was much offend- 
ed at our being fuffered to land, and was re- 
{blved to fend us back, VLt vJttiVft a. (hort rc- 
primand to the Govcttvotoi Nim^^ •wi^^v'^ 
iime time fent to Vnfom Ocv^ ^x«b.^xxyW| 
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Fekim^ intruded with the care of foreign afFairs, 
that we were five Europeans^ who, for fome 

frivate ends de(igned to fettle there, in oppo- 
cion to the fundamental laws of the king- 
dom ; fo that the court decreed that we fhould 
be banifhed ; and according to cuilom he fent 
«n order to that efFed to the Emperor, for his 
fignature. Had this order been confirmed, we 
flMcdd have been ruined-, and probably the 
Mandarins of Nimpo, for treating us fo favour- 
ably. The Viceroy who had as great a love 
to our money, as he had hatred to our belief^ 
would have fHzed our bales, and have pnnifh- 
cd the Capuin who brought us, by feizing his 
aierchandfze, and ordering him to be gone, 
■nd to take us with him 1 while he would have 
thrown us overboard as the authors of his ruin. 
But we had wrote to &ther Intorcettay an Jta-^ 
ium Miflionary, the general of our order in 
thofe parts, who on receiving our letters wrote 
B> a friend at court, to inform his Majefty, 
who was then in Tat/a/y, of our arrival, and 
by a wilful miftake caufed his letter to be put 
into a pacquet, which he knew wpuld be de- 
livered into the Emperor's own hand. Thus 
the Emperor opened and read it, and therefore 
■rhen the tribunal's decree was delivered to 
Uun, he anfwered that he would confider of 
it at Pikin. On his arrival at that city he was 
informed by one of our order, that by our (kill 
m the matnematics we might be of ufe to his 
Majefty^ on which, by the advice iiti^ c^xi^^tvX. 
ifAis privy coixncW^ he fent for us ^^ xa c»"^\. \ 
m/ it happened that the verv pcifoiv ^\vo ViA 
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CDdeavourcd to turn us fhamefuily OQtofCU 
was himfelf obliged to introduce us. 

The Viceroy left our journey as far as & 
tcJbeeu to the Governor's care, who provi< 
boats for us, and that we might want for i 
thing, he commanded an inferior Maitdarii) 
attend us. We reached that city, and afterwai 
on our leaving it, the Viceroy who was afi 
left he (hould be informed aeainft, prefim 
«s ten piftoles ; fent fome dairs to carry 
to an Imperial barge he had provided for 
and ordered fome trumpets and hautboys to 
tend us, 'at the fame time he gave us an oi 
from court, in purfuance of which all the pk 
thro' which we pafled, were, while we wem 
water, to find us boats well manned, and i 
or more porters, in cafe the froft obliged 
to go by land ; befides each city was to givt 
the value of about half a pijdole ; this b< 
allowed to the chief Mandarins, who are 
to have their charges borne by the £mp< 
tho' this will not amount to the tenth par 
the cxpence. . ^ 

The barge provided for us was a fecond i 
contdning fixteen feet iii breadth, and iev 
in length. Befides the cook-room, that o; 
mafter and his family, that for the crew,. 
another for our men^ there was a pretty 1 
cabin where we dined, and three rooms 
which fix perfons might lie at their eafe 
which were painted, gilt and varniihed. 

As to our manner of proceeding up then 

Bs foon as the anchor was weighed, the ti 

pfffs and hautboys founded a tcoxck, and 
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cook their leave by firing a kind of chefl in 
which were three irOn barrels, that were dif- 
charged one after another^ the mufic founding 
between each. This was repeated whenever 
we met a Mandarin's barge, or came to a town, 
or when either night or a contrary wind oblig- 
ed us to come to an anchor. Every night ten 
or twelve inhabitants of the town neareil to 
the place where we caft anchor, appeared in 
one row on the (hore, when the ma(ter coming 
on the df ck, made a fpeech on their obligati- 
ons to prefcrve all who belonged to the Empe- 
rorp and to. watch for the fafety of the Manda- 
rins, who took care of the ftate. He then 
enumarated all the accidents to which we were 
liable, as fire, thieves, and ftonns^ exhorting 
them to be vigilant, and telling them thev ihould 
be anfwerable.for all the mifchief that happen- 
ed. They anfwered ez^ fentence with a thout, 
and then retired as to form a guard, leaving 
only one fentry, who continually ftruck two 
fticKS againft each other, and was hourly re- 
lieved by others who made the fame noiie, to 
let us know that they did not fall afleep, which 
we would gladly have allowed them to do, on 
condition we might have done fo ourfelves. 

On the 3d of January we arrived at Yamt- 
rbnif, when the froik forcing us to leave the 
great canal, we had horfes provided for our 
men* and porters for our goods. As for our- 
felve , the cold and fnow to which we were un- 
accuftomed, made us chufe to go in litters. We 
changed our porters at evtry city or large town, 
aa'd found to oar furprize, iVv'^X yi^u^\:^\%^ 
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above a Knndred^ with ts mucli e«(e and 
as in Framci we could have got five or £3 
cold now hourly encreafed^ and at lenf 
came io (harp, that we foand the river h 
one of the largeft in Chifnh almoft fro 
ver : a whole day was fpent in breaking 1 
and we pafled it with much txoable a» 
culty. 

ONfi oar arrival at /*«!/», we fbvtid Ac 

tl in -inouming for the Emprefi Dowage 

courts of juSice were fiint up, and the £1 
gave «o aadience : bat the 27 days of boo 
being over^ in which the Sovereign ;hii 
obliged, bv the fanvs, to remain ia foUci 
fent one or his officers to fee how we 4i 
to aflc U6 fome que^ons ; fbme time af 
, wctie ^nt ibr by the Tribunal who kad 
the ientence of ba&iihment «pbn ns $ wb 
Preiideatr gave as a fmall piece of vai 
board, wraipped np in yellow taffiety, 4 
this boafd was written, ^among other \ 
that we might aie our iaftnuaents, and I 
what part of the Empire we pleafed. \ 
not yet had the honour to attend on hw M 
for thefe formalities were to precede on 
ence : bnc we had&arceiy thns got our di& 
when two eunuchs entmd, to inform ^ 
£dent, that he muft attend with his bwd 
a pamcolat conrt of the palace ; and w 
informed of the ceremonies ufedon fticl 
£ons. 

We were then carried in chairs to t 
^ate, whence we went on foot through 

r courts of a prodigioai Ven^, bnib 
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with boa&s of different kinds of arckite^lure ; 
but clie buildings of none of> thefe courts were 
very extraordiaary» except the large fquare 
ftniftares over the arches through which we 
pajed froxn one court into another. Thefe in- 
deed nade a ftately appearance^ they being 
hiilt of white marble, though worn rough 
with age. Through one of thefe courts ran a 
livolct, over which were feveral fmall bridges 
of the iame kind of marble, but of a whiter 
coloar, and better workmanfhip. 

The grandeur of this palace does not con* 
fifl ia & noblenefs and ele|;ance of the archi** 
u£tfue ; but in the prodigious number of its 
boildingSy courts and gardens, all regularly 
if^potea. What chiefly Aruck me, as being 
malk Anenlar, was the Emperor's throne, of 
which the beft dtfcrtption my memory will 
aflbrd me is the following 1 in the midll of one 
•f thefe courts is a fquare bafe or folid build- 
ing of aa extraordinary extent, adorned on the 
loawith a baluftrade much in the Eunpeatt 
whion, this fnpports another fmaller bafe, alfo 
tBOonpafibd with a baluArade, over which are 
■laced three more of the fame kind, each 
iefleniag in balk; as it arifes above the other. 
Oil the uppermoft is a large hall, the roof of 
whickis covered with gilt tiles, and fupported 
by the four walls, and as many rows of var* 
mftod pillars, between which is fcated the 
throne. Thefe vaft bafes, with their balulimdes 
•f white marble, thus riiing above each other. ' 
wack a. palaoe on the top j^littering with gold 
mA varniflif l^ve * very fine v^t^nxtf;^ ^^V^^ 
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"After a quarter of an 
length came to the Empei 

entfancc of which was «,. 

the andchambcr was ado 
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workmanlhip being more 
richnefs of the materials 
aworning not bang over, 

wa» ftill difrobed of all 

could boaft of none but 

Sovereign, v/bo fct on a 1 
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carpet, that took up the 
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ioees, and joining our hands, we lifted them 
dp to our heids, in fuch a manner that oar 
arms and' elbows were of "the fame height. 
We bowed thrice to the ground, then rifmg 
food as before." The fame prollration was 
itpeated a ftcond and a third time, when we 
Were ordered to come forward, and kneel be- 
fore his Majefty, who treated us with the great- 
eft ^ood nature,' and having afked us feme 
qaeftions relating to the grandeur of France, 
the length of the voyage, and the manner in 
which we had been treated by his Mandarins, 
let as know that he was difpofed to grant 
them frefh favour.s and then difmiiled us. 
He was fome what above the middle flature, and 
though pretty corpulent, was lefs fo than a 
dunffe would wi(h tobe : he was full vifaged, 
disfigured with the fmall pox ; had a broad 
forehead, little eyes and a fmall nofe. Jn fhort, 
though he had not an air of majefty> he had a 
look of great good nature. 

From his apartment we went into another, 
whew a Mandarin treated us with tea, and 
prefented us from the Emperor, a fum worth 
about an hundred piftoles ; this prcfent might 
feem but inconfiderable from fo great a Prince ; 
hut in China it is a very extraordinary one. 
Where it is a maxim with the great, to take as* 
much, and give as little as they can. On the 
other hand, he loaded us with honour, and 
ordered one of his officers to wait on us to his 
fconfe* 
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CHAP. 11. 

Of'4h€ Gfiti, Houfet, and thief Bmidh^ 
of' China. 

P E KIN, whkh figfnifies the north coait, 
(•^ the chief city of C/^/Vtf, and the afaal i 
of the Emperors ; it being thus named 
diftinguifh it from Nankin^ or the (buth cod 
where the Emperor formerly refided, it bci 
in the fineft and mod commodious fituatioo 
any city in the empire ; but the continual 1 
curfions of the Tartars obliged the Emper 
to fettle in one of the northern provinc 
where he might be always ready to dpp 
them. Pekin was the ^ace fixed upon §ar t 
purpofe, it being iituated in the 40th deg! 
of north latitude, at a fmall di dance from 1 
famous Chinefe wall. Its neighboarhood 
the fea on the'eaft, and the great canal on ^ 
ibuth, aflbrd it a communication with fcfc 
fine provinces, from which it draws part of 
iubfiftance. 

The city of Pekin^ which is exaAly (qua 
was formerly four leac^ues round ; but 1 
Tartars fettling there, forced the Chinee to I 
without the walls, where they fbon boiil 
new town, which, with the old one, cdmpQ 
an irregular figure. Thus Pekin confifts<H t 
cities, one called the Tartarus, becaufe d 
permit none elfc to ialt^bvt u \ ^xA ^t. ti^ 
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the Cbinefi^ which is as iar^, and more po- 
pMloas than the firA ; both together being fix 
leagues in circnmfercace. ^o that the city of 
Parup which is io,ocx> paces round, is bitt 
hali as big as the Tartar s town, and buc a 
quarter as large as ail Pekin, Indeed their 
Aoaies are generally no more than one tioryr 
liigh, and thole of P^ris are, one with ana- 
' tber» four. The ftreets of the former city are 
wider ; the Emperor's palace, which is of a vaft 
extent, is not half inhabited ; befides, there 
are so tbat city magazines of rice for the fup- 
port of 200,000 men, and large courts filled 
with lioafes, in which thofe who arc candidates 
for their doi^ors degree are examined ; which 
akme would form a ^tiy coniiderable city, fiat 
OB die other hand the Chinefis live fo clofe to- 
gelher» that twenty or more of them dwell in 
as fitde room as ten perfont at Paris. The 
amlcitade of people in the fireets is quite 
amaaing ; even thoie that are wided are not 
£nee fipom confufion ; and at the fight of fuch 
Bambert of camels, horfes, mules, waggons, 
chairs, paflengers, and rings of one or two 
hondred peifoas gathered here and there round 
the fortone-teliers, one would imagine, that 
fome onufnal ihew had drawn all China to Pe- 
hm* For the moft popnlous cities in Europe 
appear a wildemefs to this. Hence fome have 
imagined, that as only the men arc here to he 
benf the number of the inhabitants of both 
fexes moft amount to dx or feven millions of 
fauls. 
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This is, however, a very • 
cation; and the following 
ihew the number of the inh 
be gueffed at from the crowds 
As no liver comes up to Pti 
proviiions and commodities 
land, daily caufe a great reA 
peafants, camels, horfes, jnu 
Almoil all the artificers worl 
their cuftomers, and even the 
them their furnace,' anvil anc 
home at night. All perfons 
never go abroad but on horfe 
ivith a numerous rednue ; t 
conftantly attended by thcii 
following them with all thei 
kind of procefiion. In ihoj 
:the blood, and the Lords c 
are obliged to go almoft dail; 
always attended with a gre< 
Thefe cuftoms, which are \ 
greatly encreafe the throng, ; 
appear more populous than 
ever, I think I ihall not be 
truth, if I allow the inhabit: 
two millions. 

Almoft all tlie ftreets are 
line, the largeft being abo 
and a league in length, an 
they fell filks and China wan 
take up the whole ftreet, f( 
able villa. The Chinefe hav 
Si^6s to their beauty : each 
K^at before his hoafe, on & Vl 
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board about 20 feet high, painted, varnifhed, 
and often gilt, on which are written in large i 

characters the commodities in which he deals. 
Thefe kind of pilailers, thils efeded on each ;■> 

fide the ftreet, and almoft at an equal diflance f:1 

from each other, have a very pretty eiFedl.- I 

This is cullomary in almoft all the cities of ! 

Chinay and in fome places I have feen them fo 
neaty that the whole ilrcet has appeared like 
the decorations of the ilagc. However, the ; 1 

houses are neither well built, nor of a fufficient 1 

height ; and bcfides, are always peflered with ■! 

mud or duft. There is (b-much of the latter, 1 

that the city is generally covered with a cloud a 

of it, which makes its way into the clofelt .j) 

clofets, and notwithllanding their driving to Ijl 

allay it, by continually fprinkling the ftreets, it .1 

is not only ofFenlivc, but prejudicial to the % 

health. % 

It is furprifmg to fee the perfeft tranquility fe 

maintained among fuch an almofl infinite num- 
bcr of C^/;/^/f and Tartars \ for it feldom hap- 
pens in many years that a houfe is broke open 
by thieves, or any murder committed. In- 
deed fuch ftrift order is obferved, that it is 
next to impoffible fuch crimes Ihould be com- 
mitted with impunity. All the great llrects, 
which are drawn by a line from one gate to 
another, have feveral corps de garde. Day and 
night, foldiers with their fwords by their fides 
and whips in their hands, are ready to chaftife 
ihofe who make the leaft diilurbance, and have 
power CO take into cuftody whoever raifes zx^\ 
guarrej. The littk ftreets t\ia^ coifift \^^^ ^^ 

Vol. XV L H ^x^^i^xsx 
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|;rcater have gates made in the form of a la 
tice, which aSbrd a view of all who pafs alonf 
they are guarded by the corps de g/tnde place 
over agamft them in the great Itreets. Tl 
lattice-gates are fhut at night by the corps 
gardcj and are feldom opened bat to perfoi 
known, who carry a lanthorn in their han< 
and give a good reafon for thetr going on 
As foon as the firft Uroke is given by the watc 
on a great bell, a foldier or two muft go fro: 
one corps degardt to another; and as they wal 
along they play continually on a fort of rattl 
Whoever is found walking in the Hreetsin tl 
night, is examined, and if his hufinefs is ni 
cf a \txy extraordinary nature, he is taken inl 
cuAody. To this it mud be added, that tF 
Governor is obliged to take his rounds whc 
lead expeded ; and that the officers who kee 
guard on the walls, and on the pavillions k 
the gates, where the watche« are, beat on grcJ 
drums of brafs, fend fubaiterns to examine tii 
quarters belonging xo their refpeftive gates 
and that the leaft negledi is puniihed the neJ 
day, and the officers broke. By this beautifi 
order, peace, filence« and fafety reign througl 
out the city.] 

OF all the buildings of which this city gob 
iifls, the mod remarkable is the Imperial pj 
lace^ of which I liave already taken fome nc 
tice : but it is proper here to add, that it ii 
<]udcs not only the Emperor's houfe and ga 
dens, but a little town inhabited by the odice 
of the court, and a multitude of artificers en 
ployed and kept by the ^mpww \ fot «wi 
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biittbe eunuchs lie in the inner palace. The out- 
ward town is defended by a very good wall with- 
out) and divided from the Emperor's houfe by 
9ne of lelii ftrength, f Jowever, all the houie» 
of the courtiers an^ artificers are low and ill 
contrived^ and even worfe than thofe in the 
Tartar's city. 

The inner palace is formed of nine vafl ccuf ts 
built in one line. The arches through which 
you go from one to another are, as already men- 
tiooed, of marble, and over each is a large 
iqaare building, of a kind of C^/i^/carchi tenure, 
where the timbers of the roof projefting beyond 
the wall, are formed by other pieces of w^od 
into a kind of cornice, that at a diflance looks 
▼ery fine^* The ^des of each court are clofed 
by lefTer apartments ; but when you come to 
the Emperor's lodgings, the porticos fupported 
by ftalely pillars, the white marble fleps by 
which yon afcend to the inward halls, the gilt 
roofs, the carved work» vamifh, gilding and 
painting, appear extremely fplendid. [The 
whole is covered with ihining tiles of fach a 
beautiful yellow, that at li diftancc they ap- 
pear as bright as if they, were gilt. Another 
roof as bright as the former, fprings from the 
walls, and ranges all round the buildings, and 
this is fupported by a foreft of beams, joift» 
and fpars, all japan 'd with gold flowers on a 
green ground : this fecond roof, with the pro- 
je£Hon of the £rft, make a fort of crown to 
thefc ftrodlures, which has a fine efledl. The 
terrafTes on which the apartments are built eon- 
uibttte to give them an ait of ^t^lti^ui* "W^h 
N % ^^^ 
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are 15 feet high, cafed with white marble, and 
adorned with baluftres of pretty good work- 
manfhip, open only at the ftep:> placed on each 
£dc, and in the middle and cornets of the 
front; but the aicent in the middle 19 only a 
dope of marble, with neither ileps nor landing- 
place. 

The hall appointed for ceremonies has large 
mafTy vefTels of brafs placed on the pratform 
before it, in which perfumes are barnt daring 
any ceremony, and alfo candledicks in the 
fhape of birds, large enough to hold flambeaus. 
This hall is about 150 feet long, and almoft 
Square : the ceiling is carved, japaned green, 
and charged with gilt dragons : the pillars 
that fupport the roof are about fix or ieven feet 
in circumference at the bottom, incmfted widi 
a kind of pafle, and japaned with red ; the 
pavement is partly covered with an ordinary 
{on of carpets, in imitation of thofe of Txrkjii 
but the walls are deiritute of all ornament ; they 
are very well whited, but have neither tapeftryi 
looking-glafTes, fconces nor paintings. In the 
middle of this room is a throne under a lofty 
alcove; very neat, but neither rich nor magni- 
ficent. There are two other lefler halls hid by 
the former, one of them a pretty circular room 
with windows all round, and ihining with ja- 
paned work of various colours : the other is of 
4jn oblong form.] In the view of thefe build- 
bigs the different pieces of archite^ur^ dazzle 
the eyes of the beholder. But the imperfcft 
DOtion the Chinefe have entertained of all arts, 
it betrayed by the moft \m^«tdLOia\Aft (jaiuUs* 
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The ornaments are not only irregular and 
puerile, but the apartments are ill contrived, 
and want that connexion which forms the beau- 
ty and conveniences of the palaces in Europe i 
/and cannot fail of diiguilUng all who have the 
jeall notion of architedure. 

The guards placed at xhe gates and avenues 
have no other arms but their fcymitars. For- 
Jnerly the whole palace was inhabited by eunuchs 
whofe power and infolence grew to fuch a height, 
•that they became infupportable to the Princes 
of the Empire ; but the la^ Ci^/vrf^- Emperors, 
efpecially thofe defcended from Tartary^ have 
fo humbled them, that the youngeH are made 
to {^Tvc as pages, while the tafk of the others 
is to fweep the rooms .atid keejp them clean ; 
and for the leail fault they 4ire ieverely puniih- 
ed by their overfeers. 

The Emperor's houfe is the only one at Pe» 
kin that deferves the name of a palace ; the o- 
thcrs are extremely mean, and thofe of ihe gran- 
dees, like all the red, but one flory high ; how- 
ever, the great number of rooms for themfelves 
and their fervants, make fojoie amends for their 
want of beauty and magnificence. The nqbi- 
lity of Cbw^ are inde^, like thofe of other 
nations, fond of making a great appearance ; 
but they are curbed by the culloms of the coun- 
try, and the danger of being taken notice oC 
While I was at Pekin^ one of the chief Man* 
darins built himfelf a houfe fomewhat more loi- 
ty and magnificent than the rc^. For this crime 
he was accufed before the Emperor^ when be- 
N 3 'va5g. 
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ing afraid of the confequencc, he pulled it dowff 

while the affair was under examination. | 

The halls in whith they plead, have Kftlc ad^ 
▼an tagc above the other houfes. Indeed they htvt i 
fpacious coirrts and lofty gates (bmetimes em- i 
bellifhed with tolerable ornaments ; bat the in- 
ward halls iand offices ttpe neither magnificent 
Aor even cleanly. 

AA6ng the moft remarkable buildings is die 
famous Imperiil Obfervatfory, fo much cdi- 
brated by travellers, one of whom fpeaks of it 
in this manner : " Nothing in Surofe is to be 
** compared to it, whether for the magnificence 
«* of the place, or the fize of thofe vaft brazen 
^ machines, which having been during thefe 
** feven bundled years expofed on the platforfflJ 
•' of thofe large towers, arc ftill as ftir and 
** entire as if they were but juft caft. The di- 
** vifions of thofe inflruments are moft tmaSt; 
»* the difpofition moft proper for their dcfipjf 
•* and" Ac whole work performed with anint- 
*« mitabic Aeatnefs." Filled with thefe hig^k 
ideas we tifited this famous place, and M 
entered a court of a moderate extent, where 
we were fliewn the dwelling houfe of thofe wha 
look after the Obfervatory. Then taming to 
the right, we afcended a very narrow ftair-cafe 
to the top of a fquare tower, fuch as were fbr- 
xnerly uftd to fortify our city walls t indeed it 
is joined on the infide to tl)at of PeAifiy and raif- 
cd only ten or twelve feet above the bulwaHcf* 
Upon this platform the Chinefe Aftronomers had 
placed their inftrumcnts, which tho* but feVi 
iOok up the whole fp8LC«\ \iu\.lc«\W Vkrhleji, 
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raving judged them ufelefs, had prevailed on 
ihe Emperor to have them pulled down, and to 
lave new ones put up of hw contriving : they 
vcrc therefore m a hall near the tower, buried 
n duft and oblivion. We faw thfem only thro* 
I window fecnred with iron bars ; when they 
[ppeared to be very large and well call ; how- 
:vcr, we (ad'an opportunity of examining more 
larrowly a celeAial globe of about three feet 
liameter left in a by court, when we found that 
t was of a form inclining to an oval, divided with 
ittle cxadnefj^ and the whole work very courfe^ 
[n (hort, this Obfervatory, which was of little 
kvorth, with rcfpedl both to its ancient machines, 
ind its fituation,is nowenriched with feveral bra- 
sen inih-uments fet up by Father Verhieft. Thefe 
ire an Armillary Sphere fix feet in diameter, 
I'upported by four dragons hcadt, whofe bodies 
after feveral windings arc fattened to the ends 
of two brazen beams .laid acrofs, that bear the 
whole weight of the fphere. Four lions of th« 
fame metal iland under the ends of thefe beams. 
The ciicles are both in their interior and exte- 
rior furface divided by lines into 360 degrees 
each, and each degree into 60 minutes, and ihe 
latter into portions of ten feconds each. 

An Equinoxial Sphere ii% feet in diameter, 
fttpported by a dragon who bears it on his back, 
and Hands on four brazen beams fapported by 
tour fmall lions. The defign is well executed. 

An Azimuthal Horizon of the fame diame- 
ter, alfo fupported by dragons. 

A Quadrant whofe radiius is fix feet. A dra- 
gon folded in ^eniimg^t wvi^wtw^*^ >w^ "^^^ 
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cloiHs, feizes on all parts the plates of thp in" 
ilrumcnX to fallen ihcm together. 

A bcx tan t, whofe radius is about eight feet, 
and a fine Celeftial Globe of fix feet diameter; 
both likewife decorated with dragons. 

To Kinder thi^ defcripticn th. more intelli- 
gible, \vc have given a plate of this (Irudure 
in which A, is the fteps leading to the Obfer- 
vatory. B, the retiring i-oom for thofe who 
make obfervations. C, the Armiliary Sphere. 
D, the Azemu thai Horizon. J£, the Quadrant. 
P, the Sextant. G, the Cdeflial Globe. 

But the Chine/e would never been periuaded 
to leave their old inftryments, and make ufe of 
thefe, which are iniiniteiy fuperior to them, 
without the exprefs orders of their Emperor j 
for they are more fond of the moft defedive 
pieces of antiquity, than of the molt noble im^ 
provements. 'Tis faid that they have wiftchcd 
the motion of the ftars above 4000 years ; I'Ut 
it is a fliame that in fo long a time they have 
made no greater improvements. However, they 
/lill continue their obfervations^ and ^si^ Ma- 
thematicians fpend tMfiiy night on the tower, 
one gazing towards the Zenith, another to the 
€. ill^, a third to the well, the fourth to the fouth, 
a!id the fifth to the north, that nothing may 
efcape their obfervation. They take notice of 
the winds, the rain, the air, and all unufual 
phajiiomena, ecJipfe*, the conjundiion and opr 
pofition of planets and of fines and meteors. 
Of thefe they keep a ftrifl account, which the/ 
I'.rinor in every morning to the Surveyor of the 
.Maiuematics, to be j:cg\ft.citd in his office. 
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efc Aflronomers, are, however, very unflcil- 
» they take little care to improve the icience, 
I provided their falary be paid, give them- 
'cs no great trouble about the changes that 
ppen in the fky. 

;n treating of Peih it would be doing that 
r great injuftice to pafs over in filence its 
>le gates, and Ilately walls. The former are 
* like the other p'tiblic buildings in China^ 
belli (bed with Hatues or other carving, all 
ir beauty confiftingin their prodigious height, 
ich at a diilance has a fine appearance. They 
ifill of two large fquare edifices, built fepa- 
ely but bound together by two thick and 
ty walls forjning a fquare fufHcient to con- 
n-above 500 men in battle. Thefirft build- 
I which refembles a fortrefs, faces the road, 
lere is no way thro' it ; but you enter in at th^ 
e wall, where thcxe is a gat-e proportionable 
the r^eft ; you then turn to the right, and 
et with the fecond lower which commands 
: city, and has a gate like the former ; but 
; gate- way is fo long that it eio^s dark in 
s middle. There they conftantly keep a 
afd« and a (mall magaaine of ilores. Tho' 
ife ^ates are deflitute of the embeiliihments 
architedure« y^t on^pproaching Peki^y thefe 
menfe buil4ings have an air of magnificence 
;fbrable to our ornaments. The arches. are 
ilt with marble, and the reft with very large 
cks, cemented with excellent mortar. 
The walls are anfwerable to the gates, fo 
ty that they hide the whole city, .and fo thick 
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that fenctries arc placed upon them on he 
bick. Square towers are raifed at the difti 
eta bow- (hot froxn each other. The di 
i$ dry, but very broad and deep, and the d 
as regularly dcf tended by a ftrong gariiifon 
if the people were under the contmaai ap 
kenfion of a Aege. 

[Among the moft iiiinptDOVs building 
China^ we ought not to omit their temple 
pagods, erected to fabulous deities by the 
perlHtion of the Princes as well as of thcj 
ple« Of thefe there are a prodigious num 
the moR celebrated of which are bnih in ba 
jnountainit, to which, however, the indi 
of the peopk has given the beauties and 
vantages denied then by nature: the ca 
cat at a great ex pence to coudu£i the water f 
the heights into refer voirs made for that \ 
pofe ; with gardens, groves, and grottos m 
in the rocks for (heher, again fl the excel 
heat of the climate, render thefe folitudes 
lightful- We have given a view of one oft 
itru£tureshi the province of To-kien, 

Thefe temples confift partly of porti 
pa^'ed with large fquare polifhed ftones, 
partly of halls or pavilions that iland in 
corners of coDFts, and communicate by 1 
galleries, adorned with ftatues of Hone, 
IbmetJmes of brafs. The roofs of thefe bu 
ings fkine with beautiful tiles japaned \ 
green and yellow, and at the corners are ad( 
ed with dragons of the fame colour, projef 
/brwzrd. Moft of thefe pagods have a £ 
SQW€r ifanding by itfe\f, aud XfeYvnAtv^iXMi^ 
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ime, to which they afcend by a handfoir^e 
lir-cafe that winds around it. A fquare tern- 
e commonly occupies the middle of the dome, 
hich is often adorned with Moiaic work, and 
e walls covered with ftone figures of animals 
id monilers in relievo. This is the form of 
oft of the pagodsy and thefe are che habitati^ 
IS of the Bonzes, or the Priefts of the idol.] 
The frontier towers, efpecially thofe near 
TTtary^ are fortified with good bulwarks^, 
wers, brick walls, and large and deep ditches 
led with running water : in thefe all the fkill 
' the Clnneft engineers conAfts, which is no 
Dnder, (ince none elfe were known in Europe 
:fore cannon were in uie. Their mod fingUf- 
r fortification is the great wall, which extends 
3m the £aftern ocean, to the province of 
hanft^ and if all its windings be reckoned^ 
no lefs than 500 leagues long, k is fortified 
ith towers, much like thofe of the cities ; and 
bere the pafles might be more eafily forced* 
ey have raifed two or three bulwarks one be* 
nd another, of an enormous thicknefs ; thefe 
tth the forts that command all the avenues, 
ing guarded by a great number of forces* 
oted the -Cbine/e from all attempts on that 
:y. As China is divided from Tttrtary by a 
ain of mountains, this wall has been carried 
t only through ihe valleys, but over the high- 
: hills : it is every where of a great height. 
It rather lower than the walls of their cities, 
d only four or ^vt feet in thicknefs : it is 
3(Uy built with brickt and bound with fuck 
OD^ moitfao that itho* it i& i^oo ^^»x^ ^^ 
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it was built, it is fcarcc the worfe. This work 
wai at once one of the greateft and the moft 
ridiculous ever made by man : for notwith- 
Handing its being extremely prudent thus to 
guard all the pailes and the eafieft avenues, 
how abfurd was it to carry this wall to the top 
of fome precipices, which the birds can fcarcely 
reach with their flight, and to which itisim- 
poilible that the Tartarian horfc fhould ever 
afcend r Beiides, if they could fancy itpcffible 
for an army to clamber up thither, how could 
they imagine that fa thin and low a wall could 
be any defence. Yet it is amazing how the 
materials were conveyed thither, which was 
not done without a. vail expence, and the loft 
of more men than would have periihed by the 
greatcil fury of their enemies. 'Tis faid, that 
during the reigns of the Ci6/»r^ Emperors, thi> 
wall was guarded by a million of foldiers ; but 
as that part of Tartary now belongs to China, 
they are contented with manning well the worft 
fituated, but bell fortified parts. 

There are in Cbif/a above a thoufand for- 
trefles of the firil rate ; but though the reft 
fcarcely dfiicrvt the name, they are all well 
ganiioiied, whence fome judgment may be 
formed of ihc vail armies conllantly kept ou 
foot. 

But what is far more aflonifhing, is the num- 
ber, the largenefs, and the government of their 
trading towns. Thefc are generally divided 
into three dailes, the firll con filling of above 
tin hundred and fixty, the fecond of two hun- 
drcd and feventy, and x\vfi x\i\t'\ o^ tit%\NNdvc 
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rally two, one next tnc top or tnc wai 
nariower over that, are covered wit 
ihining tiles ; and on the iniide the < 
IJ painted, and formed of little pieces di 

wrought, one within the other, and 
Chinr/e cftcem very omamentah Ind 
a medley of beams, joifts, rafters and 
appear I'urprifingly fingular, from our 
that fuch a work moft be very expend 
it only proceeds from .the ignorance 
workmen, who are anacquainted w 
noble iimplicity, which renders our t 
at once folid and bean tiful. 

The hall has no other light befides 
mitted at the doors, of which there a 
very large ones, that open into the Chin 
This lall ftrndure joins to the temple 
of an odlogonal iigare, each iide fift 
wide. A wall in. the fame form is baj 
it, at the diilance of two fathoms anc 
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octom, bat leaft twelve feet diicky andftbore 
ight feet and a half at the top, is all over in- 
rufted with coarfe China ware, which has in a 
r«at meafure retained its beaaty, though the 
jwcr has been ere^ed 300 years. The ftair- 
afe within is narrow, and the fteps high, 
^ach dory has a room with a painted ceiling, 
nd in the walls of the upper rooms are (everal 
mall niches, in which are carved idols gilt* 
The firil floor is the moft lofty, and all the 
efk of an equal height. This tower, from the 
>ottom of the ba£b to the top of the cupola 
ifcs at leaft 200 feet from the ground. Towers -^ ^ 
>f the fame kind are erected in almoft every 
dty, and are fome of their greateft oma- 
nents. 
Nankitt was once &mous for the largenefs of 
:« bells ; but their weight brought the whole 
eeple to the ground. One of thefe which is 
111 entire, i& eleven feet in height, and that 
* its ear is two feet, and its outward circum- 
rence is twenty-two feet. But this is no< 
ng, when compared with feven bells at Fekin 
I 300 years ago, each of them weighing 
^»ooo pounds; thefe are eleven feet wide» 
y round, and twelve high, beiides the ear, 
ch is at leafl three feet : but ^s much a^ 
r bells exceed ours in fize, ours exceed 
-6 in found ; which is periiaps chiefly owing 
eir clappers being of wood. Thefe bells are 
to diflinguifh the^watches of the night, of 
h they ufually reckon five. They begin the 
vith ftriking once, whicVitlkrf tt^eaX'SL^Nt 
'nts tifter, md thus coauskxsft tii&^tW^*^^^ 
O 1 '^'ax^* 



J4« A DESCRIPTION 
watch ; when they ftrike two flrokes ; at the 
third watch they ftrike three, and fo on ; ^ 
that theie bells ferve as fo many repeadng 
docks, which every minnte inform you of the 
time of night. For the &rae parpofe they in 
the fame manner beat very large dmms. 

Of all the public works in China none do 
the people foch honour as their canals and brid- 
ges ; nor is any thing more worthy of the at- 
tention of the curions. [By means of thefe ca- 
nals the whole trade of the empire is carried ^ 
on, with the advantage of water carriage, and 
in this manner one may travel from Ctmtvn^ the 
moft fouthem city, to Pekin the moft northern, 
wiihoQt travelling above one day by land. | 
This, which is called the great cuial, is i6o 
leagues in length. The number of thefe ca- 
nals is very rarprizine ; they are often lined 
on each fide to the height of ten txt twelve 
feet, with fine fquare ftone, and in fome places 
with a kind of marble of the colour of ilate. 
The banks of fome of them are 20 or 25 feet 
high on each fide, and fome extend above ten 
leagues together in a ftraight line. But what 
moft charms the eye is the great number of 
beautiful imperial barks, loaded with the beft 
produdions of difierent provinces $ many of 
them 80 tons burthen.] 

As in an extent of 400 leagues in leneth, 

the earth cannot be every where level, there 

are feveral catarafts, where the water is 

precipitated with greater or le(s violence, ac- 

cording to the difFerence o£ t\i«\vfel\ hat the 

iniuOry of the CbituSt \m fo\»A oux % w»» 
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>f remedying the inconveniencies that might 
irife from them with refpedt to navigation. At 
sach of thefe waterfalls live a number of men 
who are employed in railing the. barks. Thefe 
having drawn cables to the right and left, to 
lay hold of the veffeU in fach a manner that it 
cannot efcape /rom them ; they have feve- 
ral capfterns, by the help of which they raife it 
by little and little, till it be in the upper canal, 
and in a condition to continue its voyage. 

In fome places where the waters of two ca- 
nals have no communication, they have a me-p 
thod of making the boats pafs from one to the 
other, though the level may be above 1 5 feet 
different. At the end of the canal they have 
built a double (loping bank of freeftone, which 
uniting at the top extends on both fides to the 
water of each canal. The bark is hoifted up 
the flope by means of fewral capfterns, till 
being raifed to the tq), it Aides down the other 
banl^ like an arrow fhot from a bow, and en« 
tering the other canal ikuds away with prodi-* 
gions fwiftnefs. There are no fuch obftrudi* 
.ens in the grand canal, and, indeed, the Em- 
peror's barks, which are as large as our fri- 
gates, could not be thus raifed. 

[Thefe canals are at proper diflances cover- 
ed with bridges of three, five, or feven arches ; 
that in the middle is fometimes 36, and even 
40 feet wide, and fo high that barks may pafs 
through without taking down their mails; 
thofe.on each fide are feMom lefs than 30, and 
diminifh in proportion to the flo^m^^ ^^ >^^ 
bndge* Some of thefe bndcw YkaxtVax ^^^ 
Ox -^"^^ 
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archy which is fometimes femi- circular, and 
built of arched ftones Ave or fix feet long, and 
only five or fix inches thick. Theie arches 
not being thick at the top. cannot be drone ; 
but then carts never pafs over them ; fbr tne 
Chine/e make ufe of porters to carry their bales. 
Several bridges have three or foar great ftones 
from 12 to 18 feet long placed on piers, like 
planks. There are a confiderable number of 
this fort neatly built over the great canal, 
whofe piers are (b narrow, that thefe bridges 
feem to hang in the air. 

Many of thefe bridges are very handfome : 
one two leagues and a half from Pekin^ was 
one of the fineft that ever was (een, before part 
of it was broken down by a land flood. The 
w hole was of white marble. On each fide were 
fcventy pillars, feparated by cartridges of fine 
marble, curioufly carved in Bowers, foliages, 
birds, and feveral forts of animals. On each 
fide of the entrance at the eaft end were two 
lions of an extraordinary ^2^, on marble pc- 
deHals, with feveral lions of done, fome climb- 
ing 00 the backs of the great ones, fome get- 
ting off them, and others creeping betweea 
their legs. At the weft end ftood on marble 
pedeftals, the figures of two children, carved 
with the fame fkill. 

One of the moft extraordinary bridges is 
built over the point of an arm of the fea. It 
is 2500 Chive/e feet in length, and 20 in breadth. 
It i6 iupported by 252 ftrong piers, 126 on 
t:2ch fide. All the ftones axe of the (kme big- 
ncfs, as well chofe lai^ trwaivw \» ^vo-.^ \^ 
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thbfe that are laid crofswife. It is difHcuh to 
conceive how ftones of fuch afi enormous fize 
ihould be placed with inch regularity, or even 
raifed to the top of fach high pio^. 

In the way leading from Han-tchong-Jhu to 
the capital^ tbeCi&i«^have levelled mountains', 
and made bridges from one mountain to ano- 
ther, and when the vallies were too wide, the^ 
ere£ked pillars to fupport them ; thefe badges 
which form part of the road, are fo high, that 
one cannot look down withoiit horror : four 
horfemen can ride abreaft upoii them', and for 
the greater fecurity, they have rails on each 
fide.] 

[Kircher obfcnres, that in the feme province 
is a bridge of.one arch, extending from moun- 
tain to mountain, whofe length is 400 cubits, 
and its perpendicular height 500 above the 
Saffi-on river, which runs under it. Of this laft 
aftoniihing ftrufkore a better idea may perhaps 
be formed from the annexed plate, than from 
the mod accurate verbal 4efiription. *] 

To thefe extraordinary inftances of induftry^ 
it will be proper to add, that the road from 
Signanfu to Hamtchoim^ is faid to be one of 
the ftrangeft pieces of work in the world.* £ 
have been told t> that upon the fide of. fome 
mountains that are perpendicular, and have 
no (helving, the inhat^itfints . have fixed large 
beams into diem, Upon which they hatre form- 

* Kircher' s Travels. 

f Mr. Le Cample did not fee them ; but what h^s 
been already faid with rcfpe^ to iVift V^kSj^^^ ;^ 
China, render this account a.l\tik.&^TQ\iTiJc^fc* 
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ed a kind of balcony without raiU^ exten 
along the fidea of feveial mountains. T 
nnnled to thefe kind of galleries^ cannot 
vcl over them without great apprehenfions ; 
Ithe people of the place who have mules u(( 
theie roadi, travel with as little fear and 
cem over thefe fteep and ludtous predj 
as they could do in the plaineft heath. 

One cannot imagLoe the care that is I 
of the common roadi, thefe are as fine as 
ble, and are generally near 80 feet broadi 
about a mile and a half diftance from e» 
ther, are ereded wooden ftmdures abov 
feet high, refemblzng triumphal arches, 
three gates, over which is' wrote upon a 
frieze, in charaderi of fm extraordinary 
the diftance from the place you left, and 
far it is to the town to which you are goi 

<rt> rt% #W» »Wi rW% c»%r^» •^%^*^#^% c'iH *v» rw>**U rf^T» »•> •'PS t^N irv* rw" 

CHAP. III. 

.0/ the Cttflttms and Manmrs of the Chi 
their Magnificence and Oeconomy. The j 
cal Conftitution of the Country ; their Ent* 
tnents; the Feaft of Lanthorm \ their M 
ageSf Religion^ Arts and Knaivery, 

THE origin of the empire of CAr* 
obfcure as the fource of thofe rivei 
can fcarce be difcovered. The yulMr I 
of its monarchy is indeed manifeftly falfe, 
forty thouiand years are {vx^^Qfe^ v^\ai' 
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cd fince its foundation : bnt according to their 
regular hiftory, which none of their learned 
men ever aoeftioned, China has had its ICings 
for above four thoufand years. ■ It fecms pro- 
bable that the children or grand*children of 
Noah diiperfed themfelves into Afiay and at 
length penetrated into the moil welterjy part of 
Chinaj where they lived at the beginning in 
^miiiesy and the Kings were fathers, to whom^ 
a long fucceffion of years, abundance of flocks, 
and other paftoral riches, added authority. 
The foundation of the monarchy was laid by 
Fobi, whoie wifdom, power, reputation and 
virtue, together with his great age, made the 
people liften to him as to an oracle. He re* 
gulated all private, as well as political, and re- 
ligious affairs ; thus the ilate foon became in 
a flourilhing condition. His fubje£ls at firft 
pofleflfed the province of Honatty and fome years 
after all the lands and territories that extend as 
far to the fouth as the fea. 

The people now principally applied them- 
felves to the education of their children, and 
to agriculture, for which they had the higheft 
efteem ; they were laborious to excefs. The 
Judges and Governors of provinces were grave 
and fober, and by the equity of their decifi- 
ons gained the love and refpeftof all the peo- 
ple ; while the Empneror placed his higheil fe- 
licity in rendering his fubjedls happy, and did 
not fo much confider himfelf the Sovereign of 
a grand empire, as the fathe/ of a numerous 
family. By this means the Chineft aco^vt^'^ 
foch reputudon, that thcv vitte cotkSAei't^M^ 
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all th6 neighbouring nations as the oradei 

wifdom ; and it is probable that from th^ir 

origin they confidered themielves as faperie 

all other men ; an opinion which they ftill 

tertained after they had fuifered as great re 

lutions in morals as in politics ; and becam 

vain» that they fancied heaven had placed tl 

in the centre of the univerfe to give lawi 

mankind, the wretched outca^ who had i 

placed on the extremities of the creation, 

who had fcarcely the human form. But ] 

ceiving the Europeans inHruded in all the 

ences, they were ilruck with aftoniihm 

How can it be poiHble, faid they, that a ] 

pie fo far remote from us, fhould have any 

or capacity ? they have never perufedoar bo 

they were never in ftrufted by us, and yei 

Us, they fpeak and reafon right. On feeing 

(luffs, clocks, watches, ana mathematical 

ilruments, their furprize encreafed ; for 

had imagined that expert artificers wen 

where to be found but in China, They 

that we were not fo barbarous as they had 

agined, and in a joking way, cried, ** 

*' fuppofed all other people to be blind, 

*< that nature had beftowed eyes upon non< 

" the Chinefe\ that is not univerfally t 

" for though the Europeans do not fee foe 

" ly as wc, they have at leaft each of t 

** one eye." 

The countenances, air, language, di( 
tion and manners of the Chint/e^ difier not 
from OQTS, but alfo from thofc of all otbe 
tions. Of the perfons o? lYit CbwJ^\». 
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fal we may form a pretty diftindl idea, by 
confidcring that they entertain of beauty. 
They would have a man tall and fat, with s^ 
broad fbrehea4> fmall eyes, a fhort hofe, great 
ears, a mouth pf a middling (ize, a long beard, 
artd black hair. They are naturally as fair a^ 
we, efpecially towards the north ; but their fa- 
ces being continually expofed to the fun, com- 
monly renders them' as tawny as the Fortuguefe 
in the Indies, Thofe in the fouthern provinces 
are of an olive complexion. The learned, ef- 
pecially if of bafe extra ftion, never pare the nails 
of their little fingers, letting thert grow an inch 
long or more, to (hew that they are not driven 
by neccffity to work for their living. 
• The men (have their heads all ovfcr, except 
the crown, where they fuffer a long lock to 
grow ; but they continually wear a bonnet oif 
Cap, which civility forbids their pulling off, 
That worn in fummer is in the form qf a cone, 
round below, and above terminating in a point, 
It is lined with fattin, and the top covered 
with a fine mat, much worn in the country : 
to which they add, a piece of red Clk, that 
fells round about it, and reaches to the edges ; 
but when they walk, this filk flows irregularly 
on all fides, and the continual motio|[) of the 
head gives it a particular pleafing grace. Some- 
times inftead of filk they wear long hair of a 
vivid fhining red, and this is more efpecially 
ufed when they ride. This hair grows upon the 
legs of certain cows, and is naturally white ; 
but they give it a tindlure that maLka^\r.<iR.'^\^'^ 
than the ftxcil filk. In mtvut x^ej >«^"» "^ ^;J^>^^ 
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cap, bordered with (able or fox-fkin ; the reft 
is of fine black or purple iattin^ covered with 
a flake of red iilk like fiittin. Nothing can \ 
be handfomer than thefe caps ; bat they are 
fo (hallow, that they always diicover the ears. 
When the Mandarins are dre/Ted in their fbf- 
malities. the upper part of the bonnet has a 
diamond, or fome other precious fton^ ill cot, 
but inchafed in a gold button very curiooily 
wrought. 

Their habit confiils of a vefl that reaches to 
the ground, the ikirts or fides of which are 
folded before, in fuch a manner that the Q|^ 
permoll is extended to the left fide, where it is 
failened by four or h\c gold or filver buttons. 
Their ileeves are wide towards the (houldeTi 
but grow narrow to the wrift. They in a man- 
ner cover the whole hand, leaving nothing to 
be feen but the fingers ends. They keep the 
veil clofe about the body with a broad fiik fafh* 
the two ends of which hang down to their knees. 
The Tartars ftick a handkerchief to it on each 
fide, with a (heath for a knife and fork ; a porfe, 
a tooth-pick, and other things. In fumm^r 
they have the neck quite bare ; but in winter 
they cover it with a fatthi collar faftened to the 
veil, or with a tippet of fable or fox-ikin, a- 
bout three or four fingers broad, faibened be- 
fore with a button. 

Over this they wear an upper garment with 

ihort wide ileeves like thoie of the barrcden 

jpown? ; the ftudents wear them very long; but 

tJie oeutJcmen, and elpeclally the Tartart^ have 

thttn Uiort, As for iWu uud« ^^xiaeox»\3M.s 
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«fe in fununer> only a fingle pair of drawers of 
wkite taiFsfy» under a very broad ihort ihirt of 
tke fane ftim; bat in winter they have a linen 
&irt» and under it breeches ot courfe fattin» 
quilted with cotton or raw filk. fiut what ap* 
pears more extraordinary, the CMnefe are al- 
ways booted» and when any one pays them a 
¥ttt« they make them wait till they have drawn 
Ibem on. The form of thefe boots is ibmewhat 
different from ours : thoie m^de for riding long 
journeys are of leather, or thick, black, pmked 
cotton ; but in the city they ufually wear them 
of fattin, with a courfe border of pluih or vel- 
vet upon the knee ; beiides they have no heels. 
Thefe bopts are fo extremely hot and cumber- 
ibme in fummer, that no people beiides the Chi* 
Heft would be able to endure them, and indeed 
the working people icarce ever wear them. 
Thefe people in public* and perfons of quality 
within doors indead of Ihoes, wear a Kind of 
flippers of black linen, or fome pretty filk, 
j^de to iit doie to the foot by a oorder that 
covers the heel. 3eiides their ufual garments 
they fometime travel in an upper coat of a 
kind of green oil-cloth made of courfe taffety. 
The mourning habit is fomewhat fingular, the 
bonnet, veft, furtout. Hockings and boots be* 
ing made of white linen, and from the Prince 
to the handicraftsman, none dare wear any 
other colour. 

Ridiculous as this drefs may appear to as, 
oufs oppcars much more extravagant to them ; 
in particular the lar^e curling peruke is a con- 
ftant fubjedl of ridicule ; on xVu ?j«.w«»x ^^-^ 
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id6k*iip«i'iita>iiO'«iMtf Om'^^tMUl^init 

FAidi-d»RFii*to th«' krfeei.>«Tl4r»hl«u 

ltMd:«(di; fty tftey, witb'thit y f ^tj fc h qii Iteljt; 
orcHrtei httir m&y \it^fft9pi»^^itfitiAib^ AMbf 
*r*t'^atttliitN#o«M itpMehi-tU'ctettf : W* 
ntr prtibtt^ On^liavc tlre'fifHii>bf m JMi-^hMi' 
dMit'dMhiiAd; ^ On die otfwr bluil, MiMilf 
cur nmiade them thut At d)(c6vi^lif-ldiy^ 
Aankf, i»ich'«'ftdcldi)? dmwfti^lMii^ alkdtM! 
Iflvedite, can l6ok dcfier ^¥« or liiaiilfttMl^ 

As X6 thtwtmen, they h^ aH -HttSift'^^ 
ihoft'nofes, and pretty fair cbmtilesrtfih^ mkUk 
they take great caie td preferve. Aiktlecolliir 
of white' fattin faflSeiied to aveftcoveN^thi 
nedb- all oyer.' Their hkfids are always hid'li 
lohg fleeve^r. Thek head-dreft ufually coaMi 
of fetMi lodes buckled ap» and interbetf 
wil& ffowers of gold and ^Irtri Thtji a* wrfl 

the'men^ Wear alodgvefl:V>f-rea;i Uoeior 
I of gold ;'bat the- ddetf^ 



'fetti^ or ck>th 
ladles; dfeft in purple or black. Over^lhfa 
thev' hare ah' nj^per ganttentt 'th>' fl<«fc^ af 
wfaKh are efftfemdy wide; and tndl upon di 
ground, Y^hhi' they have nooccaiion to hdl 
thiitn up. But what diiUnguiOies them ifdi 
all th6 wenlen in the world , is thefihalllic 
6f their feet, in which lies thetoofteflfcatf 
part of their beauty. 

The girls are no fooner bom, than th^ nor 
lake care- to tye their feet cxtreiricly iuuA ' 
/har of their ghiw\t\g; b^t-whu^ appBarar 
iurpHzing is,* that this vVAtuct QtKtt&^ 
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tiure, does not feem to impair their health. 
Their (hoes of {attin> embroidered with gold, 
£lTer, and filk, are extremely neat ; and tho' 
ihey are exceeding fmall, yet they ftudy to 
ibew them as they walk ; for walk they do, 
the' one would fcarce believe it pofiible, and 
indeed would, willingly walk all day long, had 
diey liberty to go abroad. 

When perfons of quality pay vifits, when 
tlicy arc upon journeys, or when they wait up- 
on the Emperor, they always appear with a 
gnmdcur that fills a ftranger with aftonifliment. 
Tbe Mandarins richly dreffed, are carried in an 
open gilt fedan, upon the fhoulders of eight or 
fixteen peruns, accompanied by all the offi- 
cers of the tribunal, who furround them with 
ambrellas, and other marks of theii* dignity. 
Some walk two and two before them, bearing 
chains^ rods, and efcutcheons of varniflied 
wood, upon which are in large gold charadiers 
•II the titles of honour annexed to their places 
of truft, wich a bafon on which they beat a 
certain number of ilroke?, according to the 
lank they bear in the province. Other offi- 
cers follow in the fame order, and fometimes 
JoBf or five gentlemen on horfeback bring up 
the rear. 

Thofe that belong to the army commonly 
go on horfeback, and if they are of conildcr-^ 
Mc rank, appear at the head of 25 of 30 men 
well mounted. The Princes of the blood at 
Pihny are preceeded by four of their officers, 
and followed by a fquadron of troops that 
march without order. The doi&ftSQi^Hi^^^ "cv^ 
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liveries, but accordia? to tke quality^ iStA 
loaAer are didSrd in Hack Aitb orMttteHEa- 
sea. Tlidiq|k€licvlKltiMJtt«ii(dh^ 
well numagSU' their CFapfbM Mid karaefii 
•re very raagniieent \ the UC faridte^ and ftat- 
TCpt an |^t» or eUe of liver. ' lafteAl of tear 
ther tb^ make bridles <if two or tlMe twiii 
of coiiHe pinked lattiii two£ii|ei» tooad. Uk^ 
derthe hone's neck hang two gMst dtfb of 
that anions red hw ^^ wei^ oii A#ir hen- 
iietSy which are fiiAened' to twQ iMiy kufl 
brafs buttons, «lt 6r waihed mth fi«Wi ]ii% 
ntring;s^thefiune metaL "^ 

The Mandarins appear widi the fMHf 
nagmfeehce whta tljii^ travel bjr waacr : didr 
bai^areofa prodi»6ns fi«^, AdoitoMwMi 
carving* paintii^ry' gilding, MddcicoraMiiAII 
tncir aims, nags, and nn&aiMrs* 

The Emperors of Ciji^ never appear in pA' 
lie widi6ttt that fplendor that najr oe ittoMfaf 
to attraft the refpeft luid Tcaeration of 1M 
people. They formerly ieldoni (hewed dieoH 
lUves ; but the Tart»u wh^at prafent peAii 
Che throne, t8kem<»« popnlar mesftfrea. Tbs 
prefent Emperor never narchesr bnt «t As 
head, or in theaMdftofanarniy,.aceempalM 
by idl the Lords of the conrt. Noduag istP 
be iisen but filks, gildings, and prtelbnt Mnfes : 
the arms, the haniefs of the horfes, die nan 
brellas^ tlie ftreamers, and' a thoniand ottef 
badees of the royal digmty, or of the particidai 
qnaBty of the Princes, (parkle every where; 
Uvtrf one, on thefe occafions^ knows his re- 
fp^f% dikfUkA that xbuui ^ii«»t& VafeUi 
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hcad> or at leaft his fortune, who ihould pre- 
fume to difeompofe the order of the march. 

When he takes a progrefs through the pro- 
vinces of the empire, he commonly rides poft, 
attended by fome officers who are his confi- 
dents, and a few guards ; but in all the cities, 
and at all the difficult paflages, fo many troops 
are drawn up in order of battle, that he feems 
to ride poll through an army. 

He fometimes ^s into Tartmy to take the 
diveriion of hunung, when he is attended by 
an army of 40,000 men, who endure great 
liardihips, and in one of thefe toilfome huntings 
there fometimes dies more horfes than he would 
lofe in a pitched battle ; but he efteems the lofs 
of 10,000 hories as nothing. He is fometimes 
attended by thirty or forty petty TarfurtMi 
Princes who come to pay him tribute, and on 
theie occafions the train, habits, and tents of 
the Mandarins are fnrprifingly magnificent. 

In nothing does this Emperor duplay greater 
iplendor, than in the pomp with which he 
goes to the temple, to ofier facrifices to heaven. 
The particulars of the proceffion have been 
given by Father Magalhens, and are the more 
worthy to be repeated here, as the order ob- 
ferved in all pjiblic ceremonies in Chinay is fo 
regular, that Uie very Emperor dares not add 
or diminifh the leaft article. It begins with 
. 24 trumpeters, adorned with gold coronets, and 
2i^ drums, each i*anked in two files ; 24 men 
with (laves fix or eight feet long, varnifhed 
and gilt, follow in the fame order.- .Then come 
100 foldiers bearing halbetts, oik«s}DL^S.^\i^O^- 
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is a femicirde of iron, in the form of a creicent ; 
followed by loo ferjeants at mace, and two 
officers bearing pikes painted wijth red varnifh, 
with flowers, and figures in gdld. Then ap- 
pears 400 Ian thorns curiouily wrought, 400 
flambeaux of a gilt wood that flames like our 
torches, 200 lances charged with huge tafts of 
iilk, 24 banners on which are painted the figns 
of the Zodiac, and 56 others that reprefent the 
celeftial conilellations : there are alfo to be 
feen 200 large fans, with the figures of dragons 
and other animals ; 2jl umbrellas iliil move 
magnificent, and aikind of beaufct filled with 
utenfils of gold, and borne by the officers of 
his palace. The Emperor then appeal^ on 
horfeback, richly drefled, furrounded by fix 
white horfes, whofe harnefs is covered with 
gold and precious floncs, and by 100 of his 
life-guards and pages, who bear an umbrella 
trat ihades him and the horie, and dazles the 
iight with all the ornaments that man could 
poffibly event. The Emperor is followed by 
all the Princes of the blood, by the Manda- 
rins of the firft order, by the Viceroys and 
principal Lords of the court, all in their for- 
malities. After them appear 500 young gen- 
tlemen of quality, attended by 1000 footmen, 
drefled in carnation filk bordered with flow- 
ers, and fpotted with flars of gold and fllver. 
Immediately after appear 36 bearing an opea 
triumphal cliariot, and 120 bearers fupport 
another clofe one, fo large, that it might be 
taken for an entire apartment. Then come 
i&ttr ciariots, the two &sik dt3i>NT^ V>^ tk^hants. 
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and the other two by horfes, each of thefe 
carriages is guarded by a company of fifcy 
tteo : the charioteers ot the fonr laft are richly 
dre£ed» and the elephants as well as the horfes 
are covered with embroidered houiings. At 
kagth this pompous cavalcade is clo(ed by 
aooo Mandarin officers, ?.nd 2000 officers of 
the army all in rich habits, and marching with 
a folemn gravity. It is not neceHkry for the 
court to be at great expence for' this pomp ; 
.§01 whenever the Emperor is pleaicd to make 
known his intention to offer facriiice. they are 
always ready to attend him. 

But notwithilanding this parade, -the houfes 
<»f the great have neither looking-gla(res, ta- 
peftry hangings, nor wrought chairs ; and 
even gildings are only ufed in the apartments 
of the Emperor and the Princes of the blood ; 
atl their magnificence confifts in their cabinets, 
tables, and vamiihed fkreens, in their pidiures, 
which are not very extraordinary, and in having 
Icreral pieces of white fattin infcribed with a 
atoral ieutence on each in large charafters^ 
kong here and there in the chamber. Befides 
thdfe, porcelain or China ware is the orna- 
iD:Dt of every houfe ; it is (bund on the tables, 
fide-board s« and even in the kitchen ; for thefe 
are the ordinary vefiels, out of wliich they eat 
and drink. There are likewife many nuge 
fiower-pois of it. The yery architeih cover 
ioof3 with it, and fometimes make ufe of it to 
iacri^d buildings. 

The Chine/e painters are very deficient in the 
art of drawing, particularly i^f Vi>okm«xw^^\^^-. 
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and they have a very imperfect knowledge of 
perfpedive. Tho' Grangers are not admitted 
into the bed -chambers, yet their beds are very 
fine ; in Aimmer they have tafFety curtains 
powdered with flowers, trees, and kirds, ia 
gold, filk, and embroidery. Others have car* 
fains of the fined gaufe. in winter they make 
ufe of courfe fattin worked with dragons, and 
other figures; and their counterpanes are ia 
the fame tafte. They fleep on thick cottoa 
qnilts inftead of feather-beds ; and their bed- 
fteads are of joiners work, fometimes finely 
wrought in ii^xt^. 

The Emperor's authority is unbounded : he 
is almoft adored by his people, who iHle him 
thfi fon of heaven, and the only mailer of the 
world. His words are confidered as oracles ; 
be is ieldom feen, and never fpoken to but on 
the knee. In which poflure the grandees of 
the court, the Princes of the blo^, nay, his 
own brothers bow to the firround, not only 
when he is j^reient, but even before his throne. 
All places m the empire are at his difpoial, 
he confers them on whom he thinks fit, 4uui 
none of them are ever fold ; honefty, learning, 
long experience, and a grave and ibber beha- 
viour are the only qualifications in the can- 
didates ; but if he diflikes their management, 
he difmifles them without ceremony. He has 
even the liberty of chuiing his fucceiXbr, whom 
he may nominate not only from the royal £1- 
mily, but from among the pooreft of his fub- 
je£l's. The old law-givers have from the firft 
/oundarion of the goveriim«iv\.«m^dfiitaftanding 
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maxim, that a Kinor. is the'&thers of his pea* 
pie, and not the mafter of Haves. This title 
ttksy therefore efleem the'greateft honoiir. 

Yet every Mandarid may tell the Emperor 
of his faolts, provided it be in a fubmiflive 
jDUumer, and it he has any regard for his re- 
imtation, the manner in which their hiftories 
are written, is alone fufficient to keep* him 
m doe bounds. A certain number of men 
mho from their learning and impartiality are 
choTen to this oiEce, obTerve all his words and 
adtioDs, and having feparately wrote their re- 
marks without comulting each other» on a loofe 
Hip of paper» each puts it through a chink in- 
to an o£ice appointed for that pttrpofe. ** Such 
** a day, fay they» his behaviour was nnfea- 
** ibnable and intemperate ; he fpoke after a 
**' manner that did not become his dignity, 
'< The punilhment he infliAed on foch an of- 
^ fender» was rather the refult of pafllon, than 
•• of juftice." Or elfe, " He gave fuch and 
^* fiich marks of his love to his people. Not- 
•* withftanding the commendations of his fiat- 
^ terersy he was not puffed op, but behaved 
*^ with his ufual modeihr; his words were 
** tempered with fweetneis. 

That thefe men may be neither bia/Ted by 
lear nor hope» this ofice is never opened during 
the Prince's life, or while any of his family 
£t on the throne : but when the crown goes 
to another line, which often happens, thefe 
loofe memoirs are gathered together, and by 
comparing them, they compofe the hiftory of 
that £mperor;, to propofe Y^ «& ^sl cias&t^^ 
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CO pofterity, if he has a£led wifely, or to ex« 
po(e him to the public cenfure, if he has been 
negligent of his own duty, or the good of his 
people. 

I'he Emperor has two ibvercign conncils ; 
onecompoied of the Princes of the blood alone* 
and the other into which the minifters of ftate 
are alfo admitted. Beiides theie there are at 
P^kin fix fovereign coarts, whofe anthoricy ex- 
tends over all the provinces of Cbina^ and who 
have different departments affigned them. One 
prefides over all the Mandarins ; another has 
th& management of the treafury, and the care of 
raiilng the taxes ; another has the care of reli- 
gion, arts, fcicnces, and foreign affairs ; another 
prefides over the army ; another over public 
buildings and palaces, and another takes cog- 
nizance of all criminals, ifn each of thefe 
courts is a Cenfor, who, though he is not of the 
council, is prefent at all the alTemblies, and 
accufes the Mandarins for the faults* they com- 
mit both in their private capacities and in the 
execution of their ofiice. 'Tis (aid, that he 
who undertakes this office can never accept of 
another, that the hope of preferment may never 
tempt him to be partial to any one, nor the 
fear of lofmg his place deter him from ac- 
cu(ing the guilty. Of thefe officers even the 
Princes of the blood Hand in awe. 

The provinces are under the immediate ia- 

fpe£lion of two forts of Viceroys ; one fort has 

the government of only one province ; and the 

other have under their jurisdidibn, two or 

three, aad fomeumes Cow ^io\\x^«^, iXV of 
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whom have courts of the fame natore as thoie 
of Pekin ; but are fubordiniite to them. The 
Viceroy, in whom refidcs 'the imperial autho* 
nty» convenes the principal Mandarins of hit 
province to take cognizance of the good or 
bad qualities of the Govemon, Lieuten* 
ants, and inferior officers, and prii'ately in- 
forms the Emperor of thofe who milbehave 
themfclves, who are either deprived of their 
offices, or cited to appear and jnfUfy their 
condudl. On the other hand the power of the 
Viceroy is counterpoifed by that of the great 
Mandarins, who may accufe him when hea6^s 
inconfiftcntly with the good of the public, and 
even the people when oppreflcd by him, may 
petition the Emperor for his removal. The 
lead infarredion ^s laid at his door, which if ic 
continues three days he muft anfwer for at 
his peril. It is his fault, fay the laws, if dif- 
turbances fpring^ up in his family, that is, in 
tb';; province o\'er which he has the charge. 

[Caufes are generally decided and fentence 
given by a (ingle Mandarin, who, after a fhort 
procefs, and the examination of both parties, 
orders the lofer to be baiHnadoed, either for 
carrying on an nnjuft profecntion, or maintain- 
ing a caufe contrary to equity. This is the 
common pnnifhmcnt for the m*eaner fort ; hot 
cannot be inflidled on a Mandarin, till he is 
deprived of his office. 

The next punifhment is a collar made of 
two pieces of wood, hollowed in the middle, 
and (mailer of greater, according to the nature 
of thtcnmt'y this is p\ixOTv\N\t ^^^v^tQjiK^^*'^^ 



nwk, and Mtd wkh tte fadoCtlwcribwuk 
with A piece of pper denmiif di« natnir <^ 
' Ac d«i 



the criM^ aad dcd«tatiM;OT «l« 

«Mllt.] 

TMie» taoevt iaiprilbuknt^ CM aU tli« p^ 
aiflwMtfts, wluck die CMiffi Icm; pttnaiK tkc 
Mcndwins to icflift ^mi criniMlii tiMv pMcr. 
ifli^^fjl (ondesui to exile; bet Adf ff ii t t w iT 
auift iBCfiwdncd bj tlM fiipreac coi^ttt, 11» 
capitcl ptnifluMiiiti aic flncffHw. Mbui cad. 
igiiohlcpcrioiit cijebdieidecri mhtCUmmAfC' 
IqaaiatkiB of cfac heed fi«mt]iclM4y i^ 
nL . Oft the CQDtmy peHbot. of f^amf 4cc 
faii|M, which it a mow hoaonriMedbcdi: 
btt^ if tbeif;. crimes are very fteat, diejr w^ 
pcaiflied Kke mean perfims and fomduaet 
their headi are cntov^^iuid hong oaatreeia 
the highwajF. Reheli, tranortt the chiUbm 
who flMirdcr a paieat^ a^d the ienrania mic 
murder dieir oujtcr are cot in pieces* AiAer 
the cxBcntioner has tied them- to a poft, ha 
cats the ikiii of their fiMeheads, and tears .it 
by lorce till it hanfs oter their eyes* Aa^ 
they may not fee the t or meat i S ll^ are m^mn 
dare. Afterwards he cats offAefidh&om 
their bodies wherever he thinks fit, ami whca 
tired of this barbarous eiiiployflM&t» he leaves 
them to the tynnny id theur eneaDMisi» and the 
infttlts of the mob. 

As the Emperor isconfidered as. the ftiAerof 
his people, the givaoeft refped is jpaid^ to the 
parental authoritjr, and one csuoot ims^^.how* 
Ar this firft jpndpk of nature is cariied* 
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Tvhich a father cannot command, he is an abfo- 
lute fovereign in his own family while he lives* 
and at his death, is honoured as a Cpd. H,e 
is not only abfolute mailer of his ellate, which 
he may didribute to whom he pleafes ; but alfo , 
of his concubines and children, whom he may 
even fell to grangers, if their behaviour difpleaf- 
es him ; and if a father accufes his fon pf any 
crime before a Mandarin, there needs no proof 
of it ; for if a father complains, they make no 
doubts but that the fon is in fault. If a fon is 
{q wicked as to mock his parents, or if he arri- 
ves at fuch a height of madnefs as to lay violent 
hands on them ; the province where it is done is 
alarmed : the Emperor himfelf judges the crimi- 
nal : all the Mandarins near the place are 
turned out, efpecially thofe of that town^ who 
have been {o negligent in their indrudions. 
The neighbours are all reprimanded for neg- 
leding, oy former pumfiuncnts, to flop the 
iniquity of the criminal before it arofe to fuch a 
height ; for they fuppofe that fuch a diabolical 
difpoiition, muft have ihewn itfelf on other occa- 
fions, and that it is impoffible to arrive at fuch a 
j^tch of wickednefs at once. As to th^ criminal, 
they caufe him to be cut into.a thoufand pieces ; 
they burn his mangled corpfe, deftroy his houfe 
to the ground, and even thofe that ^nd near 
it, and fet up monuments and memorials of fo 
horrid an adion. 

To pre&rve peace and order, the atmofl mo- 
defty and civility are inculcated; they have 
prePzribed forms of falutation and addrefs, and 
in paying viiits a great timab^t ^ viqx^^^^snx. 

Vol. XYL CL. '^'"''^^ 
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ceremonies, kneeling, cringing and geftares are 
to be observed . Their feaih are ceremonious 
even to the moil extravagant and ridiculous ex- 
cefs. 

Eveiy gaefl has a feparate table wtthcut table* 
cloth, napkin, knife or fpoon ; for every thing 
is ready cut to their hands; aad they never 
touch any thing but with two little inftriimentfi 
tipped with filvcr, which (he C/^/«5/?.handle very 
dexteroufly. They begin their fcalts with drink- 
ing wine, which i« given to every guefl at one 
and the fame time, in a fmall filver or China cvLp^ 
which all the gueiis lift with both hands as 
high as their heads, thus prefenting their fervice 
to each other without fpeaking, and inviting 
each other to drink firft. After the firft cup a 
large veffel of haflicd meat is fet on the table. 
Then every one obferves the motions of the 
matter of the feafts, according as he gives the 
figfiy they take their two little inftuments, bran- 
difh them in the air, and after twenty different 
motions^ ftrike them into the diih, from which 
they bring up a piece- of meat, which muft nei- 
ther te eat too haftily nor too llowly : in all this 
you muft obferve time, that all may begin and 
end at onoci Soon wine is again brought, which 
is drank with the fame <:eremonies as before,. 
Then comes a fecond mcfs., which they dip into 
as into the firft, and thus the feaft is continued, 
drinking between every mouthful, till there 
have been twenty or twenty-four different diih- 
es at table,and they have drank as many cups of 
M'ine; but they drink as little as they will at a 
time , and their wine is Cm^W. ^N\vRt^ ^kl the 
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dijQies are ferved, no more wine is brought, and 
the gueils may take out of any of the difhes 
before them; but it mufl be done when the reA 
of the gueds take out of fome of the difhes ; 
for order and uniformity are held facred. Ac this 
time they bring in rice and bread; for as yet no- 
thing but meat has been brought ; they alfo bring 
fine oroths made of flefh or fi(h, in which the 
gueils may mingle their rice. They fit at table 
grave and filent, till the mailer (ecmg they have 
all done, gives the £gn to rife, on which they 
retire into the hall or gareen ; but in about a 
quarter of an hour return, when they find the 
tables covered with fweetmeats and dried fruit, 
which they keep to eat with their tea. This 
entertainment is followed by the entrance of a 
company of ilrollers, who a6l a long tedious 
play. 

The Chinefe have alfo their folemn feafts^ 
which they celebrate with gyeat pomp. One 
cj{ the principal of thefe is on the 15 th day of 
the firil Month, called 7lyeftaft gf Lanthomsy 
from the multitude and grandeur of the Ian- 
thorns exhibited in the evening ; many gran- 
dees retrenching every year fomething from 
their tables, apparel, and equipage, to fhew 
the greater magnificence in the lanthoms ufed 
on this occafion, fome of which coil 2000 
crowns. The largeil are above twenty feet in 
diameter, and are lighted by an immenfe num- 
ber of wax-candles and lamps : but thofe that 
are more common are of a middling fize. Thefe 
are generally compofcd.of ilx faces, or panes^ 
euch of which has a framt o^ Nv\i&sR.^N4<aKA. 
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adorned with gildings, four feet high, a foot 
and a half broad, covered on the iniide with 
line traafparent filk, on which is painted flow- 
ers, trees, rocks, and fometimes homaii figures. 
The painting is very carious, 'the colours lively," 
and the wax-candles give the painting a beau- 
tiful fplendor. Thefe fix pannels joined to- 
gether, compofe an hexagon, farmounted at 
the extremities by fix carved figures that form 
its crown. Around it are hung broad firings 
of fattin of all colours, with other filken oma*^ 
ments, that fall ajpojl the angles without hiding 
the li^ht or the pidures. The feafi of lanthoms 
is aUo celebrated by bonefires and fireworks, 
which though very agreeable, are fat from 
being fo fine as fome authors havte reprefented 
them. 

Notwithfianding the excellent conftitntion of 
the Cbine/e ^vernment, which teaches all the 
rules of civility, the people are fiir from being 
remarkable for humanity and integrity. Tho' 
gaming be forbidden to perfons in all ranks, it 
does not hinder the Chine/e from playing fo 
long till they have loft all their eftate, their 
houfes, their children, and their wives, which 
they fometimes hazard on a card % for there is 
no degree of extravagance to which avarice 
will not carry them : but they take great care 
to conceal their gaming. 

The men do not follow their own taftc in 

the choice of a wife ; for they never fee her 

before-hand, but take her parents word, or that 

of fome old women, who arc a kind of infpec-" 

tors, and are employed fot xlhax ^wr^nAfc^Vwx 
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are in general in fee with the ^rl's parents, 
who reap an advantage from their d«|urhter's 
being thought beautiful, witty or gentm : for 
as the Cbifm/i buy their wivci^ thev give more 
tfr lef^, according to their fuppofe^ good qua- 
lities. The parties having agreed on thepnce ; 
the contrail being made, and the money paid 
down, both fides prepare for the mamage. 
When the day arrives, the bride is carriecfin 
a fnmptuous chair, preceeded by hautboys, 
drums and fifes, and followed by her parents, 
relations and friends. All the portion given 
by her father is her cloaths, and (ome houlhold 
goods. The bridegroom ftand« at his door 
richly dre/Ted to receive her: he opeai the 
iedan, and having conduded her into a cham- 
ber, delivers her to feveral women invited 
thither for that purpofe, who fpend the day 
together in feailmg and fports, while the hul- 
band entertains hi« friends in another room. 
This being the firft time in which the bride and 
bridegroom fee each otl^er, both, or one of 
them frequently diflikinc; their bargain ; it is 
a day of rejoycing to their guefts, but of for- 
row to themfelves. The woman mnft fubmit, 
though (he don't like the man ; but the huf- 
band is not always fo complainant ; for fome 
on opening the chair to receive the bride, re- 
pulfed by her (hape and afped, have (hut it 
again, and fent her back to her friends, chu- 
fing rather to lofe their money than take pof- 
feiuon of fo bad a purchafe. 

When the Tartars in the late v^\ xxwifiL'^an.- 
i/>> they fytmcd a de&cu HfVo5^ iss^a^^ ^^^ 
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„,itb other goo^/- J^y, they refolv. 

and degrees of ^*"J' them »<» «?; 
them into fecks; to carry ^^^^^j 

to fell tl.e d'f»?'«'***re facks bei. 
feme price, w**""^, '" ^lue fet on 
Two crown* was the a ^^^ 

*^'"*'ft?ce"^'obtiningaw 
have the 6l^a««=« °' „.»,. a niatroi 
in the bloom of youth^ ^.^ ^^ 

wrinkled w»th ag«- * ^t^, abufe i 
.verinfoleutinproP«^.;i,arbar 
and tew tbe«fdj" ""j ^^^ ^„, 
the moftpobte "ties »n^^^„,^, 

had been ^^^'^' ^^^".Y^c^ wa. «< 
Onthedayofta^t ^^^ 

chafers. Some came w^ ^^ 
covering theu own -we, ,,d« 
were »mong the "P ^ jxpefi 
thither wuMhetoun^E^J^l, 
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fack, made him liften to her entreaties, and he 
could not forbear to open it. When, to his 
amazement and confuiion he found iHtetained 
an old woman, whom age, grief, and in treat- 
ment had rendered extremely difagreeable. In 
the iiril . tranfport of hi^ rage he reiblved to 
throw both the woman and the fack into the 
river, and thus to comfort himfelf for the lofs 
of his money, by the barbarous gratification 
of his revenge on the innocent caufe of his 
vexation. But fhe nnftantly flopped his hand. 
Son, faid fhe, be of good chear, your lot is 
not fo bad as you imagine ; take care of my 
life, and I will render your's happy. Some- 
what pacified at thefc words, he took her intQ 
a houfe hard by, where fhe let him know that 
jhe belonged to a Mandarin of note in the 
neighbourhood, to whom fhe wrote imme- 
diately. He fent her an equipage agreeal?le to 
her quality ; fhe carried her deliverer along 
with her, and was afterwards fo good a friend 
to him, that he had never reafon to complain 
of his having laid out two crowns in the 
purchafe. 

But to proceed, a hufband cannot divorce 
his wife, except for adultery, and in a few 
other cafes that feldom happen ; the hufband 
may then fell his wife ; but if he difpofcs of 
her without jufl reafon, both the buyer and fel- 
ler are feverely punifbed ; yet the hufband is 
jiot obliged to take her again. The Chine/e 
jSLTt generally fo extremely jealous, that they 
»vill not fuffer their wives to be a moment in 
private even with their owtv Va^\!a«t^* '^^ir^ 
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men may have as many concubines as the) 
pieafe, and their children have an equal claim 
to thejdblte; they are indeed eiieemed the 
children of the wife, and they accordingl} 
call her mother. She indeed is the fole miftmi 
of the hottfe ; and the concubines" ferve anc 
honour her. "■'^ 

Yet the people who are diibef&d by want an 
permitted to expoie their children. Thoi 
when the family feels the diftreis of penury, 
when the mother falls fick» or when fhe hai 
no milk, it is common to condemn the pooi 
helplefs iniioc)*nt to peciih in the Greets 
and frequently they are fo void of humanit] 
as to engage their midwives to ftifie the femalei 
in a bafon of water, as ibon as they are bom 
In all this the Chine/e^ notwithlbanding thei 
boafted politenefs, are as favage as the un 
tutored Hottentots. 

[As the whole frame of the Cbinefe govern 
ment is founded on £]ial piety, they pay th< 
greatefl honour to their deceafed parents. The 
ufual time of mourning is three years ; but i 
16 commonly reduced to 27 months, durinj 
which they cannot exercife any public office 
fo that a Mandarin is obliged^ to quit his go 
vernment ; to live retired, and give hirafelfu 
to grief. The mourning colour is white. Th 
funeral is pompous and expenfive, and a (b; 
will fometimes fell himfelf tobuy a magnifices 
coffin for his father. They arc prohibited froi 
burying their dead within the walls of a cit) 
but arc permitted to keep them in their houfe; 
which they often do for fcvcxaX iaa\3k>i^> «o 
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even years, enclofed in their rich coffins, danb* 
ed on the infide with pitch, and wuhout ja* 
paned : however, if a Ton does not, at. lail* 
caufe the corps of his father to be laid in the 
tomb of his anceftors, however diftant k may 
be, he will fofe his Feputation.] 

The Chine/e «re Pams of feveral ^&s ; one 
of the principal of wnich is compoied of the 
worfhippers of Fm or Foi a religion brought 
from India. Theie believe tranfmigration, and 
their Bonzes, or Priefts« who are frequently 
great hypocrites, grofly impofe on the credu- 
lity of the people. Two of thefe Bonzes one 
day feeing two large ducks in a rich farmer's 
yard, fell on chetr faces before the door, and 
burfting into bitter lamentadons, the good 
woman, who faw them from the chamber- 
window, came down to afk the caufe of their 
aiHidion. They informed her, that the fouls 
of their fathers inhabited the bodies of thoie 
creatures, ^and that the dread of her killing 
them, was what they could not fupport. The 
woman anfwered, that fhe intended to fell them $ 
but as they were their Others* fhe would keep 
them fafe. But, perhaps, (aid the Bonzes, 
your hufband will not be fo charitable, and 
then if any- acddeat ihould happen to them» 
it wonld kill us. At laft, after a long dif- 
courie, the good woman was {o far moved by 
their tears and importunity, that to comfort 
them, (he committed the ducks to their care, 
and allowed them to keep them for feme time# 
They took them with the appearance o€ iVa. 
^rcateA Fc/peft ; and ptoltt^XR^ ^tw&^^c^^^ 
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before .the unconfcious ducks ; bat tl 
cveniog made an entertainment for fom 
of their order, and the dacks were e 
flipper. 

Thcj Ukewife jg^et money from the 
by public a£ls ofpennance, which an 
procure them the eileem and compaffio 
Ignorant multitude. I have feen thei 
ing a long iron chain, as thick as one 
and about 30 feet lonet fallened to thi 
or legs* Thus it is» My they, at eve 
as they pafs, that we expiate your faul 
fure this deferves foiae alms. Others 
He places ilrike their heads with large 
till they are almoll covered with blood 
day I met in the middle of a town a 
Bonze, of a good mien, and with fuch 
genuoos and modcfl look as might eafi] 
compailion. He flood upright in a for 
dan, the iniide of which was like a harrc 
of nails with the points ilicking inwa 
that he could bend no way without 
wounded. Two fellows were hired t< 
him from houfe to houfe, while he end< 
ed to excite compaiTion, by telling the 
that he was ihut up in that chair for tl 
of their fouls, and was refoWed never t 
it till they had bought all the nails,, of 
there were above 2000, at the value < 
pence each ; the fmallcfl of which h 
would derive incomparable ble£ngs on 
felves and families ; iince their charity 
be beAowed on the God Fo, to whofe h 
tbey were going to build a Xfc\xv^\t» 'X> 
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ne direfting this difcourfe to me, I advifed hiqi 
to Icravc his prifon, and to go to the temple of 
the true God, to beinftrufted in heavenly truths, 
jvhere he might fubmit to pennances lefsfevere, 
but more wholfome. He calmly replied, that 
he was obliged to me for my advice ; but would 
be much more fo, if I would buy a dozen of 
his nails, which would certainly procure n\e^ 
good journey. Here hold your hand, faid he, 
take thefe, on the faith of a Bonze, they are 
the beft in all my fedan, for they prick roe the 
moft, yet you (hall have them at thefame rate, 
at which I fell the others. The tone in which 
he uttered thefe words would on another occa- 
fion, have made me laugh ; but I Icfk hint 
with a mixture of pity and contemjpt. ^ 

The C^we/e are, however, fojne times weary 
of paying ufelefs addrefTes to their idols, which 
are very numerous : for it often happens, that 
if after worfhipping them a great while, the 
people do not obtain the bleffing they defire, 
they ufe them in the moft reproachful manner ; 
fome load them with hard names, and others 
with hard blows : We lodge you, fay they, in 
a magnificent temple, we cover you with gold, 
^nd offer to yon food and incenfe, and aficr all 
you are fo ungrateful as to refufeourrequeils. 
They then tye the idol with cords, pluck it 
down, drag it alone the ftreets, through srll 
the mud and dunghills. Yet if they foctn ^f- 
ter obtain their defite, they then take the idol, 
and with grc^t ceremony carry it baqk, and 
place it again >on 'its niche, after- they have 
waftied ti cleanj fallen dowi^hcfow\\^'wtA.'WNaw^^ 
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excufes for what they have done ; proli 
that if it will forget what is paft, they 
gild it again. 

Thefe feds are, however, only tolerated 
religion of the court, and that of the M; 
rins, con£fts in following the precepts 
dodrbes of C«yi^«x, an excellent mora] 
lofopher, and tnofe of the other &aes of 
quicy ; which they have intermixed with 
idolatrous and fuperftitious cuftoms. Th( 
far from abibdning from flefh, and almo 
the people, not only feed on the aninud: 
are ufually eaten in other countries ; bi 
cats, doffs and hories, and even on fuch 
tures as die of themfelfes ; chough their 
cipal food is hojgs. 

The Cbine/e i« writing do not ufe pens i 
of quills, like the Europeans^ nor canes or i 
like the Arabians^ nor crayons like the ^m 
Irut only hair pencils. When they fit dov 
write, uity have upon the table a pi^e oi 
lifhed marble, with a hollow at one end 
conuins a litde water^ into which dippi 
flick of Indian ink, thev rubric upon the fn 
part of the marble, ana bto the liquid ink 
made, dip their pencil. Every word li 
different chara&r ; for they have no ide 
expreffing founds on paper, by the letters 
alphabet. They wntc from the right tc 
left, and end their books where we wgin < 
fb diat our laft page Hands in the place of 
firft. 

The Chinefe paper is made of the inner 
of the bsanlJoOt wbicVi is (bfmtvd white : 
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tlicy heat in clear water ; after which it is form- 
ed into (heets by being taken up in long and 
broad frames. Some of thefe fheets are ten or 
twelve feet long ; they are exceeding white and 
fmooth, and each fheet is dipped in alum wa- 
ter, inftcad of ifize. They have alfo paper made 
of cotton, which is> indeed, thewhitefl, fineft^ 
and moil ufed. 

Printing which is in a manner in its infancy 
in Europe^ has bedn u(ed from all antiquity in 
China : but their manner of printing ii very 
different from ours. As they have no letters, 
they are obliged to cut the marks whith iland 
for words on even blocks of wood. He who 
intends to print a book has it ^rly wrote, and 
then the wood cutter glew3 each leaf upon an 
even fhiooth pear-tree b6ard, and cuts out 
whatever is not to appear when printed, leav- 
ing the charadlers as perfed as thofe of die ori- 
ginal. Having thus prepared the block, they 
rub it over with a brnfh dipped in ink, and 
placing the paper upon it^ they rub a dry brulh . 
gently over the back of the paper, preffing it 
down a little, that it may imbibe the ink, and 
take the impreffioh. All this is done with great 
expedition. They print only on one fide of 
the leaf, and finiih a whole book in the man-* 
her here defcribed ; af^er which it is bounds 
and covered either with a neat foft of grey 
paileboard, or with fine fattin or flowered filk, 
which cofls little, and ibme are covered by the 
binders with red brocade, interfperfed with gold 
and (liver flowers. 

Vol. XVI. R "^'^ 
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'rhe Chitufc have a variety of books on j 
F;i::t)', Xi)edicinc'» of a^ricolturCy of plants. 
tji'- iniiitary art« of kiftpry, aftrorfomy, | 
ioiLphy, uiid the mechanic arts; ron 
cc'b, ccu)cdies, tragedies, and abundance 
tn ati&s comppfed by the Bonze's, on the v 
i!:i ;j ol' tilt* deities of the country : fo that fc 
of^ li.cir public libraries are laid to com 
40,000 volumw. 

The Chiaeje are well &illed in the mana 
nient of the iilk-worsiy aiid in raiting and i 
nufadluriag the rich^ft filks ; ip making cs 
nets refembling tho^ of J^an ; an 4 are p 
ticularly famoMs for their porcelain, fo v 
known in E¥ropt by the name of Cl^ina. 

Among the other inilances pf their ing^i 
ity* that praftifed in fifhipg appears not 
leail extraordinary. Beiide$«, the line, n< 
and the ordinary inftrument^ ufed in Ban 
which they employ as well at we, they h; 
two miethods that apoear extremely odd. 1 
one is pra^ifed in the night by meonfhii: 
they take two long drait boats, and nail on 1 
£des from one end to the other, a board abc 
two feet broad, painted whitp, ^d finely Vi 
nifhed. This plank flopes outward, ap4 ^m 
touches the furface of the water : in order 
^nfwer their purpofe, they turn towards t 
moon, that the reflexion of tKat luminary n 
cncreafe its brightnefs : when the filli playi 
and midaking its colour, for that of the wat 
fprmg up towards it, and either fall upon 
or into thq boat. So that the £ihennen wi 
%'€ry little trouble foou ivW iVwiXiQ^x. 
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The fecoiid manner of fifhirtg ftems at firft 
equally furprizing : as the Furopeam and others 
breed up hawks to fly at the game, and catch 
birds, tney train cormorants to catch fifti : one 
/ifherman can eafily look after a hnndrtd of 
them : he keeps them pcrch'd on the fides of 
his boat, waiting patiently for their orders, 
till they are come to the place dfcfigned for fifh- 
ing in, and then at the firft fignal each takes 
its flight, and flies th** way ifngned it. 'Tis 
pleafant to fee them divide among thettifelves 
the whole breadth of the river, or of the lake ; 
they feek up and down, they dive, come up 
iigam, and ftover over the water till they per* 
ceive their prey ; when they inftantly dart upon 
it, feize it with their beak, and bring it to 
their matter. When the fi(h rs too big, they 
help one another interchangeably, one taking 
it by the tail and another by the head, in which 
manner they carry it to the boat, where the 
men hold out long oars or flrong canes for them, 
on which they perch with their ii(h, which 
they do not pare with till they go in fcarch of 
others. When they are weary they let them 
reft a while ; bat give them nothing to eat till 
the fifhinfi" is over ; during which time the 
throats of each cormorant are tied with a fmall 
cord, for fear they fhould fwallow the fmall 
filh, which might prevent their having any in- 
clination to return • 

As the land ofdJ^itia is irtcapable of main- 
taininff iti inhabitants, the dread of want puts 
erefy Body in motion, alid tKt^ Vi«rt ^ ^^'^- 
nnd metbtdi-^ S^dtifc Moi^^'f^ ^^^s^tfJ^ f^'^^^ 
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nations would never think of. If indeed; 
would accompany labour and natural ini 
with a little more honefty, efoecially wi 
fpe&, to ftrangerSy they would make con 
merchanu ; but they feldom fiail to cheat i 
ever it is in their power. They falfify s 
every thing they iell ; and in particular 
are laid to counterfeit gammons of bac 
artfully, that people are often mifiaki 
them, and when they have boiled them a 
time, they find nothing, when they fit 
to eat them, but a piece of wood under a 
ikin. 'Tis certain that a ^nger will ] 
ways cheated, if he buy alone, let hin 
what care he will : he fhould employ a 
Chini/if whq knows all the tricks pf -his 
trymen ; and indeed even then you will b 
happy if he that buys for you, and he 
fells, do not colleague toget]ier to youi 
and go ihares in the profit *, 



* Du Halde obfcrves, that generally fpe 
they are not fo knavifh as Le C9mpte nere 
fcnts thexT) ; but acknowledges, that whej 
have to do with ftrangers, they feldopi 
cheat thefn if they can 5 and that they have 
to open the breait of a capon, and taking c 
the tiefh to fill up the hole, and clofe it fo 
that the cheat is not perceived till the fowl 
to be eaten. Thefc tricks he, however, ob 
are feldom pra£tifed on any but ftrangers \ ai 
at a diftance from the cosuft, the Cbttutfi thei 
sviJJ fcarce believe them. The brave Comr 
v^5/&sr /bund to his coft, tiwit they were gu 
msmyotH^tr artifices ec^u9i\\^ mft^iw^ca^^^ 






\ 
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The following inftance will perhaps give a 
more perfed idea of their charafler. An Em-^ 
Captain having bonght fojne bales of 
. ilk of a merchant of Cantw ; on opening them 
he found that they were almoft all filled with 
rotten filk; upon which he reproached the 
Cbimefi in the ievereft terms, for his difin^- 
nuity and knavery ; while the other heard him 
very unconcernedly, and only made this reply : 
Blarney Sir your rogue of an interpreter \ for be 
protefied to me, that you ivould not examne ibe 
Mes. 

. Their fubtilty in deceiving is dill more ex- 
traordinary in their thieves and robbers, who 
break through the thickeft walls, burn gates, { 
^nd make great holes in them, by the help of 
a certain engine that fires the wood without 
any flame. Thus they penetrate into the moft 
private recefles, and having, it is faid, a cer- 
tain drug, the fume of which ftupifies the fen-r 
ksy and cafts perfons into a deep deep, they 
enter into the very bed-chambers without 
being perceived; and when the people a- 
wake in the morning, they are amazed to find 
their bed without curtains ; their chaxpber un- 
furnifhed ; and the tables, cabinets, coflers, 
md every thbg removed without any footftep« 
eing feen of the thieves but the hole in 
le wall, at which they wept oqt with all the 
oveables of the houfe. 

with thofe already mentioned, for which we 
'1 refer our readers to Vol. VUl. ^^ >iw» ^^-e^^* 
205,...aio, ^V^'t 

^ S 
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There arc, however, fomc few exceptions 
to this general charaAer of the C^'ft^i hoiiefty 
and difintereftedftefs are fointtllnei td befoond 
among them ; but the examt>le8 ait ^ty tare : 
we, however, met with a fiOgulalr inftance of 
It in one who had not embftced the doflrines 
of Chriftiamtyi for on oiiriirft arrivaU offering 
A ^re(ent to i Coihmiffidnei' of the Cnftoms, 
lie protefted, notwithftandilig all dur eaineft 
^ntfeities, that he would nevef rec«iv« a pre- 
ISmt from any man while he was ib His ofice % 
bnt if one dav he fhould chance to be in ano-^ 
ther ftation, he woald, with §11 hSi hi^hrt, re* 
ceire from us fome^irr^r^Mr^ariofity. 

CHAP. IV, 

Thi Cliktafet Firtility^ Mints^ l^egitahles^ Beaftst 
Birdh andFtJhet ^ China. 

f^HINA is, from north to ibnth, of greater 
^ length than Tartary ; but is not equal to it 
in breadth from eaft to weft. Yet in the nar- 
roweft part it extends 360 le^guesi or 1080 
* miles. 

It is remarkable, that though the northern 
provinces of China do not extend to abo?6 
42 degrees north latitude, yet the rivers and 
canals are frozen four months in the year ; that 
Js, from the middle of November to the middle 
of March : but whe«\ ibe ^wva^ Aces tiot blow 
^rom the north, the froft u t^ox UXasxARft^ ^^ 
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Ihat pienung coki> which at itich k nmt is felt 
in Eitr9fu This nkay be attributed to the iii>> 
trous exhalatione ariiiDg fhom the earthy efjpet- 
(cially when the wc^er is dear, lirhich is fo 
confhinty that doriog the wint^rp the fun is 
very feldom obfcured. The rainr ieafbn is 
only towards the end of Jm^* and the begins 
ning of Augufti but though it feldom rains «t 
any other time, the dew that falls in the night 
knoiilens the earth ( but this moifture dries at 
the riiing of the fun^ and ia fucceoded by the 
air being filled with a dry dufl» that penetrates 
the dofeft recedes ; and has fuch an ef{e£t or 
thoie who travel on horieback^ that they who 
have tender eyes are obliged (o tover their &ces 
with a loofe vail. In the ibuthem parts of 
Chiita the heats, during the fusinier, are ytif 
cxceflive. 

Cbinm bdiiig of great extent, die nature of 
the ibil is dilSrent, according to its fituarion. 
The land, likt all others, is divided into hills 
and plains ; but the latter Are {o even, that 
one wonld imagine that the Cbin^i have ever 
iince the foundation of thdr monarchy, been 
employed in nothinjf but levelling them ; and 
their manner of meliorating their ground being 
to let water through it, they could not think of 
a better way of rendering the whole country 
fertile, than that they have taken ; for was it 
not for their numerous canals, thofe parts that 
lie higheft would have beenfnbjeft to continual 
drought, and the reft have lain always under 
water. Their motmtains are cat out like a 
pair of AairS) from th& t»$ ^ ^^wt "^o^^^^^w^ 
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that the rain-water may fpread equally* and 
not walh down the erbnnd with its feeds. A 
long feries of foch hills, fnrrounded with fach 
terra&s, lofing in brndtfa as they gain in 
height, afibrd a very entertaining landicape. 

Their mountains are^ for the moft part, lefs 
ilon^ than oars, and covered with a mould that 
is light, porous, and eafily cat ; and what is 
moft furprizing, fo deep, that in moft pro- 
vinces you may dig three or four hundred feet 
in depth before you come to the hard rock. 
Nature, however, has not every where equally 
diftributed her favours ; [for fome places are 
naturally fo fertile, as to yield two crops a 
year; while others owe their fruitfulnefs to the 
indefatigable labour of the huibandmen.] She 
has been lefs lavifli of her favours in the pro- 
vinces of Chenjij Honattj Canton and ppkien ; 
yet even there the mountains are covered with 
a variety of flrait and lofty trees, among which 
are tall cedars. They have other mountains, 
that produce gold and filver> iron, tin, and 
mercury. Their filver mines are not now 
worked; but as for their gold, the torrents 
wa{h great quantities of it into the plains, and 
a number of people are folely employed in 
looking for it among the fand and mud, where 
It is found fo pure as to need no refining. 

The mines of common copper fupply the 
empire with fmall money. But the moft ex- 
traordinary fort of this metal is white copper, 
which is of that colour when dug out of the 
mine, and moTQ fo on the infide than without. 

Jc appears by many expenmeivx^ \Kv^t ^x P efein^ 
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that it3 colour is owing to no mixture ; on the 
contrary^ all mixtures diminifh its beauty ; for 
when it is rightly managed, it looks exaflly 
like filver ; but there is a neceffity of mixing 
9 fmall quantity of fome other metal with it, 
to foften it and prevent its britxlenefs ; and 
therefore thofe wno would have it keep its 
iSlne colour, mix with it a fifth part of iifver. 

There are in China alfo many mines ' of pit* 
coal, of which there is a \tty great confump* 
tion. In the mountains are found lapis arme- 
nus, ci|)nabar» vitriol, allum, jafper, rubies, 
rock cryfla],load-fiones, porphyry, and quarries 
of different kinds of roarole. 

The canals of China have been mentioned 
9mong the works which fhew the art and in- 
dudry of the inhabitants \ and the rivers from 
whence thefe derive their fources are very con- 
iiderable. The river Kiam rifes in the pro- 
vince of TunnaUf and after having watered three 
other provinces, and run a courfe of 400 leagues 
difcharges itfelf into the caftern fea. The 
Qhimfe have a proverb, that The fea has na 
hounds, and the Kiam no bottom : and indeed in 
fome places they have found none ; but as their 
pilots never carry a cord of above fifty or iixty 
fathoms in lengtn, the impoffibility of finding 
a botton^ with their ordinary plummet, proba- 
bly gave rife to this hyperbole. This nver is 
in many places extremely rapid, and the paf- 
fage along it is very dangerous. 

The mofl confiderable river, next to the 
former, is the Hoamho^ or the Telioav Ri'ver^ <b 
CiJlcd, becaqfe the t^^Vx. ^^^^^^ ^>«v\^>:^ 
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it, cfpecially in heavv rains, gives it that 
colour. The Hoambo has its fource at the ex- 
tremity of the mountains chat boiind the t>Vo- 
vince of Soutckoueu in the weft : froifi thence it 
runs into Tartary^ where it flows foi* fohie time 
along the great wall, atid re-CAterS China be- 
tween the provinces ofChan^SLnd Chenfi\ it 
then waters fcver&l other provinces, and aftei* 
flowing 600 leagues, difcnarges itfdf into the 
eafl fea, not far froin the mouth of the Kiam. 
This river is very broad and nipid, but neither 
very deep nor navigable : befides thefe, there 
are abundance of otner rivers ib Cbinaj that are 
more commodious fot trade and coifitiierce; 
but as they afford nothing uncbmfiion, we 
fhali not enter into a particulaf' ^efcn{>tion of 
them. 

China 2^(o abounds with lakes, ohe of which 
named the Jau, is, thirty leagues in circum- 
ference, and is like the fea, fubjefl to ftbrms : 
indeed almofl every province has lak^s of a 
prodigious extent; thefe have a eommunica- 
tion with the rivers and canals, aiid are well 
Hocked with filh. 

The plains are extremely beautiful, they 
are all cultivated, and fo afraid are the inha- 
bitants of lofing an inch of ground, that they 
have neither hedge nor ditch. All the northern 
and weftern provmces bear wheat, bafley, fe- 
veral kinds of millet and tobacco, with black 
and yellow peafe, with which they feed their 
horfcs, as we do with oats : the plains to the 
ibuth, being a waterv coxxivu^, ^toduce,. rice. 
The iiu/bandmcn fir&fow 'u \vV^ cj^^T'^xtw^ 
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and on its being grown about two feet from 
t)ie ground, pull it up by the roots, and fet it 
in (trait lines checquerwife, in fmall parcels 
like fheaves, that the ftalks may fupport each 
other, and the eafier refift the wind. 

The foil is proper for all manner of fruits ; 
it produces apricots, peaches, pears, apples, 
figs, grapes of all kinds, and efpecially excellent 
mufcadines. There are alfo pomegranates, wal- 
nuts, che(Viuts; and in general all that we 
have ip Europe ; but as the Cbinefe arc ilrangers 
to the art of grafting, they arc for the moft 
part inferior in goodnefs to ours, and there is 
no great variety among each dilHnft fort. 

Jn the fouthern provinces grow other fruits 
that arc in greater eHeem 'among the natives; 
for befides oranges Qi feveral kinds, lemons, 
and citrons, which were many years ,ago 
brought iftto £«rtf/^ there are other fruits that 
have a fine tallc and. flavour, that fecm pecu- 
liarly natives of the country ; particularly what 
they call the lichi, which is of the fize of a 
date, ani) has a foft polp of a very agreeable 
tafle, which it partly lofcs on its becoming dry 
iind wrinkled like a prune. Ananas, guavas 
bananas and cocoas have been tranfplated firom 
the neighbouring iflands. Befides theie there 
is a tree which bears a fmall fruit that in fhape, 
cx>lour, fliell and tafte, arc extremely like a 
pea. This tree is common in feveral provinces, 
4ud in refpeft to its height; its fpreadin^ 
l^ranches, and the thicknels of its trunk, is 
excelled by few. 
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But aciong the trees that are moil likely t6 
railc the envy of the Europeans are the four fol- 
lowiog. The iirft is the varnifh tree* which 
is of a fmall iize» and has a leaf refembling the 
wild cherry: a gum didils from it drop by 
drop like the tears of the turpentine-tree, and 
if an incifion be made in it» it yields a greater 
quantity of liquor ; but then it foon deftroys 
the tree. This varnifh is much ufed, and id 
greatly efteemed by the artificers : it takes all 
colours alike, and if it be well managed, nei- 
ther lofes its ludre by the changes of the air, 
nor the age of the wood to which it is ap- 
plied. 

There is alfo another tree from which a 
liquor is obtained that difiers but little froni 
Varniih. 

Another is termed the tallow- tree. This is 
as large as a high cherry-tree ; the leaves are 
of a lively red, and of the fhape of a heart ) 
the fruit is contained in a rind, which, when 
ripe, opens in the middle like a chefnut : it 
coniifls of white kernels of the fize of a hazel- 
nut, whofe pulp has the properties of tallow, 
and of which candles are accordingly made. 

The white wax-tree is nolefs extraordinary. 
It is not To tall as the tallow-tree ; and hasi 
loijoer leaves, and a whiter bark. A fmall 
kind of worm fixes jtfelf to the leaves, and 
forms a fort of combs much fmaller than an 
honey-comb, the wax of which is tery hard 
and (hining, and of far greater value than the 
common bees- wax.] 
Th^v have moft kind oi v^o^^ ^^X'm^ to 
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found in Europit and feveral others, among 
lich is the tfe-tam, or rofe-wood, which is of 
eddiih black, and full of fine veins that feem 
inted. This wood is fit for the fineft fort of 
iners work. 

[Amon^ the (hrubs, the moft extraordinary 
that oftea, which is diltiiij^uiihed into fe- 
ral different forts. One ofthe principal of 
em is the fong-lo, which we call green tea. 

is planted in the manner of vines, and if not 
t will grow feven or eight feet high. The 
»wer is white, and in the ihape of a rofe, in 
c autumn, when it drops off, there- appears 
berry in the (hape of a nut, a Httle moift, 
d of no bad tafte. 

There is another fort ofthe tea fhrub which 
ows in the province of Fo-kien, and is called 
^i, or bohea. The only diflerence between 
is tea and the former, is, that the leaves of 
at are longer and (harper pointed, and thofe 

the latter of a darker colour. This lall be- 
g edeemed more falutary is moft generally 
ed throughout the empire. 
From this fhrub are prepared three (brts of 
a ; the firll, of the tender leaf when newly 
anted, which is (eldom expofed to fale ; but 
rves to make prefents of, and to fend to the 
[nperor : this is called man-cha, or imperial 
a. The fecond confifts of leaves of a fenii- 
e growth, and is efteemed a very good fort, 
he remaining leaves are fuffered to arrive at 
eir full growth, and this makes a third fort ; 
d a fourth is xxiade of the flower itfelf. 
Vol. XVL & "VVw^ 
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here are alio iereral ochcr kinds of teas; 
they are very litde diScient horn (he cvo 
cipal Tons, except in wkaf it <3fmag ipchc 
ire of the ibil in which chcy nie pbiMBd. 
The fiov.ering trees and flirnlis are verymh 
nws chjoughoiit the empiie. la thdfe the 
timijit have the advantage of the Etm^t^MS^ 
the Eanfeatu have of them with icortLlt 
jwe» that fpring from feeds, andfinan roots, 
arge trees are to be fees there that perfefilf 
2(emb2e tnlipt ; the flowers of others arelikie 
ofes, vkhich iotermiied with the gicen leaves 
aake a very beauiifbl appearance. 

Aaon^ the aniauls is an odorifetoas deer. 
which is u-ithont horns ; the hair is of a blackifli 
colour; and its moflL-bag is conpofed of a 
^-ery thin ikin, covered with cxceednig fine hur: 
the fieih is good to eat, and feryed ap ac the 
beft ubies. 

Among the other animals are borfes, which 
are very indifeicnt, finall afics and moleSf 
ibme cows and buflaloes, white gpats and faJadL 
hogs, which lafl an: excellent food, greatly fa- 
perior to the pork oi Eureff. There are alio a 
prodigious number of bucks, doea, wild boan, 
elks, hares, rabbits, and fqoirrels. 

In the fouthern provinces are parrots of afl 
forts, exadcly refcmWiiig thofe brought {romJm* 
rica. They have the fame plumage, and the fame 
aptnefs for ulking : but they arc not compara- 
ble to the bird called the Golden Hen. Thcr 
IS no birds in Europe any thing like it. Tt 
iivciincfs of the red and yellow, the plume < 
W icad, the delicate toadoviu^^ oi ^^ tail, t' 



^ C H I N A. 1^5 

t3fiety of cdleofA in the wingSy together with 
s vuell fhdped body » render it the moil beautiful 
id the feathered kind ; befides, the fleih is more 
ilelicatethftn thsitof thepheafant. 

But it is certain that the Fongwhang^ whole 
fgare h ofleh pdintedy and iet off with a vaft 
iMimber ef ornaments^ 19 only a fiditioas bird; 
Hke thepheenix. 

There are pfo^xgiotis AUmberft of tafte ducks 
in Ckitia, and the Bativet hatch the eggs in the 
ciiven, or in diiiig» Hud putting the young onea 
ID boats^ carry them to the fea ihore at low wa** 
ter ; where they feed onoyflers» and other (hell- 
fifii : feveral boats go together, whence many 
Hocks of thefe ducks are intermixed upon the 
Aore I but as foon as the men Arike on a bafon» 
it is faid, that each flock retdrtis to its own boat 
Jm pigeons do to their hoofes. 

There are alfo in fome parts of CktMy aburi* 
dance of wild atid tame peacocks ; lUid like- 
w^ife geefe, f(roodcocks» partridges^ ^heafants, 
^^uails; all thefe lail are Tcry common, and 
are fold exceeding cheapo 

There are butterflies in the prl)Tinceof J^tfjig'- 
iong fo much efteemed, that the largeft and moil 
liticommon are lent to court, where they be- 
come a part of certain ornaments in the palace. 
Their colours are furprizing lively and derer- 
fified. In the day time they api)ear without 
ttibtion on the trees, and a#e eabfy taken ; in 
the evefliflg they begin to flutter about, much 
like our bate, aAd fome of them, when their 
^ihgf are cxtebded, feeni tnbt ^:^\to^« 

& it ''V««^ 
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There is fcarce any fort of fi(h in Euroftf 
but what is to be met with in CbiMa^ as lam- 
pre^s» carps, foals, (almons, trouts, ilurgeons; 
oefides many of an excellent tafte, t£ax are 
quite unknown to us. 

One of thofe moft efieemed is the armour 
fifh, fo called from its back, belly and fides 
being covered with (harp fcales, regularly 
placed in rows, one over another, much like 
the tiles on the roof of a houfe. It is an ad- 
mirable fiih of about 40 pounds weight ; it is 
exceeding white, and in tafle refembles veal. 

In calm weather thev catch another fort of 
delicate fiih, called by the people of the coun- 
try the meal fifli, from its exceeding whitenefs. 
There are fuch prodigious ihoals of them in 
the fea near the province of I^ang-naut that 
they commonly take 400 weight of them« at 
one draught of the net. 

One of the beft forts of fiih China affbrdt, 
refembles a fea-bream, and weighs five or fix 
pounds, and is fo cheap, that it is commonly 
fold for the value of about a farthing a pound, 
and for only about twice as much on its being 
carried twenty leagues up the country. 

In tne province of Kyang-nan^ are very large 
fiH), which coming out of the fea, or Yellow 
River, throw themfelves into vaft plains covered 
with water; but matters are fo ingenioufly con* 
trived, that when the plains are fufficiently 
flocked with thefe aquatic animals, the people 
drain ofF the water, and the fifh being left on 
dry /and, arc taken v/it\vowt ^ySS^cvslVc^ , ^Ited, 
and fold to the merc\vawu, ax^. ^t\>j Osvta.^ \^\fc- 
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In the river Ttmg-tfi'J^aMgt^ the nttires tatch 
ft variety of Excellent iifli» and among others^ 
one tailed Whang-yn, or the yellow filh, which 
is of an extraordineiy fize^ fome of them weigh-' 
ing npwards of 800 pounds ; they are alfo of 
aA exqniiite tafte; bat they are only to be caaght 
ac certain ieafona^ when they oome out of the 
lake Tmiting-hti^ into this river «] 

To thefe I ihall only add the goM Or filver 
fi<h> as bein^ remarkable on account of its beau* 
ty> whence it is kept by the grandees in bafoifs 
in their courts or gardens. They are common- 
ly of a finger's length, and propcn-tionably 
thicky the body being finely fhaped. The male 
is of a beautiful red, from the head to above 
halfway down the body, and the remaining 
part, together with the tail, is gilded; butac- ' 
companied with fuch a bright and d^zling luf- 
tre> that our beil gildings fall vafUy fhort of* 
it. The female is white, the tail and fome part 
of the body perfedly refembline filver. The 
tail of neither kind is fmooth and Aat, like that 
of other fiih ; but form a fort of thick and 
long tuft, that adds a particular beauty, to 
this little creature. 

[We cannot conclude our account of this, 
fpecies of anknals, and of China in general* 
without mentioning a fingular method by which 
all kinds of fi(h are difperfed into different pro- 
vinces even before they have life. About the 
month of ikf^, the Cbineft draw mats acrofs 
the great river Yang-tfe-Kyang in order to fton 
thefpawn, which they kxiOviYvo'vi \ft ^v^ocw^'Scw 
at &r& light, the' the wat« \* fcw'ai ^xrx^^'^'? 
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, with this water mixed with fpawn, they fill 
lany vefTels, which they fell to the merchants, 
rlfrgo thither at that feaibn in mat numbers 
buy ity and tranfport it into different provin« 
.MS. This they fell by meafure to thole who 
^i^ve fifh ponds belonging to their houfes. In 
^ ft few days the young fry begin to appear in 
. little ihoals ; but the different Idndj of fifh 
•Vjpinnot be foon diffinguiihed. J 
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